‘Kujira’ developing into a ‘whale’ of a typhoon 


Brain drain up again 
but gov't aot worried 


FILIPINO professionals 
re streaming out for 
greener pastures abroad, 
but officials say the exo- 
dus has not reached crisis 
levels and can be har- 
nessed to the nation's ad- 
vantage. 

‘Working overseas has 
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GMA names 
Bobby Romulo 
to head Iraq 
rehab projects 


By Carlito Pablo 


EIGHT years to the month after he was 
forced to give up the foreign affairs port- 
folio during the Ramos administration, 
Roberto Romulo is back in the Cabinet. 

Romulo, who resigned in April 1995 
asa result of public outrage over the exe- 
cution in Singapore of Filipino domestic 
helper Flor Contemplacion, has been 
named chair of the Public-Private Sector 
Task Force that will coordinate the 
Philippines’ participation in the recon- 
struction of post-war Iraq. 

The job comes “with the rank of secre- 
tary” President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
spokesperson Ignacio Bunye said yester- 
day ina teleconference. 

"We know this guy is qualified," Bunyé 
said of the unabashedly pro-United 
States Romulo. 

As though to prove this, Romulo will 
have four Cabinet secretaries, three am- 
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US turns up 
heat on Syria, 
cuts pipeline 


WASHINGTON— Washington turned up 
the heat on Damascus yesterday, announc- 
ing that an Iraqi connected with a plot to 
assassinate former US president George 
Bush was spotted in Syria, as another 
wanted man was netted in Baghdad. 

US Secretary of State Colin Powell had 
moved on Tuesday to ease Arab and Mus- 
lim fears that the United States plans to 
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WHERE angels fear to tread, St. Michael's Hospital in Toronto, site of the largest SARS outbreak outside of Asia, carries the 
mural of the patron of sick sailors and soldiers and now perhaps, the SARS-stricken as well. 
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bears SARS cross 


‘Public health 
duty is your 
religious duty' 


TORONTO—For hundreds of 
Catholic faithful in Toronto, it will 
bea solitary Easter this year. 

The archdiocese of Toronto has or- 
dered all its parishes in the city to omit 
drinking wine from a common cup dur- 
ing communion, to put the communion. 
host in people's hands instead of on their 
tongues, to replace the kissing of the cru- 
cifix on Good Friday with a bow, and to 
give the sign of peace by bowing instead 
ofshaking hands 

Bishop John C. Boissonneau of the 
Toronto archdiocese told people under 
quarantine to stay home, even during 
Easter weekend. 

Easter week is the most important 
event in the Catholic calendar. Under 
normal circumstances, many adherents 
would attend Masses on Thursday, Fri- 
day and Sunday. 

“Some people may feel a certain ten- 
sion or stress between what they regard 
as their religious duty and their public 
health duty. Let me tell you, their public 
health duty is their religious duty” Bois- 
sonneau said. 

The restrictions were issued after 
Canadian health authorities last Sunday 
ordered all 500 members of the Bukas 
Loob sa Diyos (BLD) Covenant Commu- 
nity to stay in their homes because of 
possible infection by Severe Acute Respi- 
ratory Syndrome (SARS) 

A cluster of 29 members of the Philip- 
pine-based Catholic charismatic group in 
Toronto had been identified as possible 
SARS cases. Two doctors who treated 
those who were sick were also infected. 

The 10-day home quarantine order 
came after health officials found out be- 
latedly that the 29 people shared зоте- 
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3 babies born 
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follow фе Iraq war by invading Iran or 
Syria, but Washington is continuing to 
pile pressure on Damascus. 

Tt shut off a pipeline which it says was 
transporting oil in violation of UN sanc- 
tions on Iraq as the latest attempt to in- 
timidate a country it fears could jeopar- 
dizeits efforts to rebuild Iraq. 

US President George W. Bush has ac- 
cused Syria of having chemical weapons 
and US officials have branded the regime 
of Bashar al-Assad as a "rogue" and а 
“terrorist” state, 

Until war erupted in neighboring Iraq, 
illicit supplies of cheap Iraqi ой helped 
buoy Syria's frail economy and enabled its 
government to put off making painful re- 
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BUKAS Loob Sa Diyos (BLD) is a Catholic 
Charismatic community with 17 "dis- 
tricts” all over the Philippines, one in 
Hong Kong, and 18 more in the United 
States and Canada. 3 
Its leaders describe BLD asa "commu- 


nity of districts," and close interactión. 


арда the members has always been the 
trademark of each district, which is 
urged-to consider itself as a family unit. 
„The. coninunity originated in the 
Philippies, and most of the members 
ага Filipinos. But the.complete roster 
consists of many other nationalities and 


"heritage backgrounds” as well—Ameri- 
can, Canadian, Italian, Irish, Quebecois, 
Romanian and Czech. 

Each BLD district is overseen by the lo- 
cal archdiocese, to ensure that all activi 
ties and teachings are in accordance with 
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HK folk storm heaven with prayers 


HONG KONG—Living under the threat 
of the pneumonia-like SARS, the com- 
merce-centered people of Hong Kong are 
flocking to pray for heavenly interven- 
tion to ward off the deadly virus. 

The pilgrimages began about two 
weeks ago, soon after the outbreak of Se- 


vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS), when Catholic and Protestant 
adherents staged a series of prayer rallies 
and were quickly followed by Buddhist 
groups exhorting the power of the heav- 
ens to help fight the disease. 

In this predominantly Chinese popu- 


lated former British colony, Taoism as 
well as Buddhism are among the domi- 
mant religions. Confucianism, ancestor 
worship and ancient animist beliefs are 

also widely practiced. 
Hong Kong has been one of the places 
HKFOLUAS 


in HK show 
signs of SARS 


HONG KONG—Three babies who were 
born prematurely to Hong Kong mothers 
with SARS are having difficulty breath- 
ing and might have the deadly illness al- 
though they initially tested negative for 

the virus, a pediatrician said yesterday. 
The babies, including one whose 
mother had died last Monday, were de- 
livered by Cesarian section to avoid com- 
plications from medicines used to treat 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) and because the mothers were 
seriously ill, Dr. Hon Kam-lun told Asso- 
JBABIES/AS 


EYE of the storm has been estimated by Pagasa to! 


PACIFIC A*QcraN 


be 1,150 km southeast of Northern Luzon by 


this afternoon and could hit Philippine land mass by late Friday or early Saturday. 


‘Kujira’ a whale of a typhoon 


TYPHOON Kujira, now over the Pacific Ocean, 
has intensified further and was on course for 
Northern Luzon, the weather bureau warned 
yesterday. It will be named Amang once it enters 
the Philippine area of responsibility. 

Latest satellite data of the Philippine Armo- 
spheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
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Administration indicated фаг Kujira—a 
Japanese word for “whale"—was at 1,460 kilo- 
meters southeast of Northern Luzon at 2 p.m. 

yesterday. 
It has maximum sustained winds of 165 kilo- 
meters per hour near the center and gustiness of 
"KUIRA' AS 
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Water experts 
discuss big flop 


By Jerry Esplanada 

(Last of two parts) 
KYOTO, Japan—The overnight sensation has 
turned into a big flop. 

For launching what it called the world's 
"biggest privatization project” in 1997, the 

Philippines became the 

SPECIAL ‘2st of water experts. But it 

was an entirely different 

REPORT storysix years later with the 

failed water distribution 
project in Metro Manila of the government con- 
cessionaire May id Water Services Inc. 

‘The just concluded Third World Water Forum 
took note of Maynilad’s predicament, along with 
other failed water privatization projects in Ar- 
gentina, Bolivia and South Africa. 

Delegates from the European Commission 
stressed the need to study these cases, noting: "You 
learn as much from your mistakes as your failures.” 

Nongovernment organizations who took part 
MATER A4 


EARTH DAY RITES. Mother Earth Unlimited project head (with 
Roy Alvarez) Chin Chin Gutierrez started a 5-year planting 
programat the foot of Mt. Banahaw last year with the help of. 
РСЗО, SMC and Manila Seedlings Bank. (Story on Page АЗ.) 
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Napocor to get 
debt break from 
revised IPP deals 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


BAGUIO CITY—With a stream- 
lined National Power Corp. in 
place, the government is work- 
ing to reduce the state-owned 
power firm's massive dollar 
debts by forging new contracts 
with independent power pro- 
ducers (IPPs) this year, Napoc- 
ors former president said yes- 
terday. 

Rolando Quilala, who is now 
Napocor senior vice president for 
corporate affairs, said at least one 
contract involving a high-profile 
power project would езе 
Napocors future obligations by 
as much as $147 million. 

He said two other IPP con- 
tracts involving state-owned 
hydroelectric facilities would 
be "cleaned up" to enable the 
government to auction off 
these assets, 

The savings would help fi 
nance the creation of new pow- 
ег plants, which would be es- 
sentíal for the next 10 years, 
Quilala said. 

He said the renegotiated 
contracts involved three of five. 
IPP contracts which a govern- 
ment review team, headed by 
Finance Secretary Jose Isidro 
Camacho, had last year classi- 
fied as “flawed.” 

These contracts cover the 
50-year-old Ambuklao hydro- 
electric dam, the 45-year-old 
Binga hydroelectric dam and 
the San Roque multipurpose 
dam project (SRMDP), all of 
which are located in or near 
Benguet province. 


Renegotiation 

‘The review team had recom- 
mended that 28 other IPP con- 
tracts be subjected to further 
renegotiation 

А substantial portion of 
Napocors outstanding debts in- 
volve these IPP contracts which 
oblige the state power firm to 
buy the electricity the IPPs gener- 
ate regardless of need or price. 

Quilala said the Napocor 
would also present to the Energy 
Regulatory Commission a new 
electricity-pricing scheme that 


‘The Supreme Court ruled last 
week that Meralco must refund 
its consumers some P28 bilion in 

‘since February 1994, 
after the defunct Energy Regula- 
tory Board discovered that Meral- 
cohad been passing on its income 
taxes to its customers. 

Quilala said Napocor would 
ask the ERC for clearance to 
impose a "performance-based" 
method of computing and in- 
creasing electricity prices. 

Instead of computing elec- 
tricity prices according to its 
expenses and revenues, or the 
government-approved 12-per- 
cent ceiling for rate of return 
оп rate base (RORB), Napocor 
would apply long-range 
marginal costing or long-term 
price targets that the company 
‘would try to accomplish at a 
given deadline, Quilala said. 

But the key to Napocor's fi- 
nancial status is the renegotiat- 
ed IPP contracts, he said. 

The San Roque Power Corp., 
which owns the SRMDP con- 
tract, has offered Napocor а 
lower supply volume than the 
contracted 150-megawatt ceil- 
ing that was forged during the 
administration of former Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos. 

Ronald Perez, who acts as 
 Napocor's liaison го SRPC, said 
the firm "has nominated a low- 
er capacity of 85 MW for the 
first 12 years of the contract, 
which will be gradually raised 
to 115 MW toward the end of 
the lease.” 

Perez said the reduced sup- 
ply contract would enable the 
Napocor to save up to $147 
million (P77 billion) in the 
next 25 years of SRMDP's oper- 
ations. 

A special government action 
group, led by Energy Secretary 
Vicente Perez Jr. and Edgardo 
del Fonso, president of the Pub- 
lic Sector Assets and Liabilities 
‘Management Corp. (Psalm), has 
been tasked to oversee the nego- 
tiations, Quilala said. 

Sen. Teresa Aquino-Oreta 
meanwhile criticized the al- 
legedly “secret” negotiations 
between Napocor and the IPPs 
to review the controversial IPP 
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‘Meralco refund a tough 


task, Says new 


By Carlito Pablo and Ronnel W. Domingo 


RETURNING P28 billion in over- 
charges to Manila Electric Co. cus- 
tomers as ordered by the Supreme 
Court may be easier said than done, 
according to the head of the govern- 
ment agency that will decide the me- 
chanics of the refund. 

"The magnitude and the complexity of the 
issues are enough to really give us time to 
pause and think how to best comply with the 
Supreme Court action,” the chair of the Ener- 
gy Regulatory Commission, Manuel Sanchez, 
said in an interview with dzRH radio. 

For starters, the beneficiaries of the refund 
would need to be identified, he said. These 
range from millions of small-scale consumers 
to heavy electricity users like industrial firms. 

He explained that in the case of small-scale 
electricity users, a large number are actually 
paying bills that are not in their names. 

‘And where the heavy users are concerned, 
some factories and businesses have closed 
down for one reason or another, Sanchez said. 

He noted that there were at least 150,000 
big industrial users and 3.5 million small elec- 
tricity consumers like households, 

Sanchez, who was appointed ERC chair a 
few days before the high tribunal ruled with 
finality on the Meralco refund case, said that 
aside from the problem of identifying benefi- 
ciaries and determining the amounts to be re- 
funded, the effect of such an undertaking on 
the economy should be considered. 

"The most important consideration is its ef- 
fect on our economy and to the country in 
general, that's why this is not an easy decision 
o make," he seid. 

Earlier, Presidential Spokesperson Ignacio 
Bunye said that the “long-term viability” of 
Meralco was a key factor in considering the 
implementation of the refund order. 

Sanchez could not say how long it would 
take the ERC to draw up the mechanism for 
the refund, 

“We're not giving a deadline when this will 
be decided," Sanchez said. 

А proposal has been made to convert the 
P28 billion amount due for refund into shares 
of stock in Meralco so consumers will have a 


Maravilla; 23 


HERNAND Н. Mar- 
avilla of Zamboanga 
City, died on Tuesday 
after a lingering ill 
ness. A biology major 
at the Ateneo de 
Zamboanga Univer- 


‘SANCHEZ: Easier said than done 


say in the running of the public utility firm 
controlled by the Lopez Group. 

Sanchez said that he has not personally 
seen any such proposal but urged the stake- 
holders in the issue, including Meralco, to 
come up with their own suggestions. 

"We have to place these all on the table so 
we can study them,” he said. "We have to 
come to a very methodical, reasonable and ra- 
tional decision that will comply best with the 
Supreme Court decision.” 

“We have to collate every (information giv- 
en to us) end have to be very very neutral," 
Sanchez said. "The ERC's credibility must be 
very clear.” 


Full refund? No way 

Meralco president Jesus Francisco has de- 
clared flatly that the company will not be able 
to refund all its customers within a year be-” 
cause of its financial difficulties. 

"Based on our cash flow, there is no way 
that we can finance a full refund, the total of 
which may have reached P30 billion,” Fran- 
cisco said in an interview. 

He said the company's management would 
seek a meeting with the ERC to clarify how 
much would be actually refunded. 

The SC order has raised worries that the 
utility was in danger of defaulting on about 
P5 billion in debts in the first semester as it 


ERC chief 


was not able to obtain approval to increase its 
rates at the desired level. 

Meralco had asked the ERC for an average 
rate increase of P1.12 per kilowatt-hour but 
the agency approved a hike of only 5.4 cen- 
tavos per kWh. 

Francisco said Meralco's lawyers would be 
presenting their recommendation on the 
mode of refund before the company's board 
of directors meet on April 28, 

In earlier interviews, Meralco officials said 
the refund could amount to as low as P8 bil- 
lion but consumer groups said last week that 
ithad reached P30.2 billion as of March. 

Different consumer groups have also de- 
manded an immediate, lump-sum cash re- 
fund while others proposed converting the 
amount to shares of stock that would be is- 
sued to consumers. 

Yesterday, the Pambansang Lakas ng Ma- 
mamalakaya sa Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) fish- 
erfolk group dismissed as “defeatist” a think 
tank's proposal for converting the refund 
amount into Meralco shares of ownership as it 
‘would only help the utility “to evade its obli- 
gation to consumers.” 

Pamalakaya said the University of the 
Philippines-based Freedom from Debt Coali- 
tion was giving false hopes to 3.5 million resi- 
dential customers. 

A stock-issuance scheme would ensure that 
the Lopez group would retain control of Mer- 
alco's operations, said Fernanco Hicap, Pa- 
malakaya national chair. 

Pamalakzya likened the FDC proposal to the 
cases of the Hacienda Luisita and the P130-billion 
coconut levy fund where “farmers became stock- 
holders but were never allowed to speak and ex- 
еге their power and remained destitute." 

Hicap called for an outright cash refund, saying 
that small consumers badly needed the money. 

He endorsed the People Opposed to War. 
rantless Electricity Rates’ call for an immedi 
ate cash refund where residential customers 
could get between P900 and P5,400. 

The FDC has proposed that consumers use 
their combined shares to acquire seats in the 
Meralco board, 

“(This would) increase and strengthen con- 
sumers' leverage in pressing for changes in 
the management and operations of the distri- 
bution utility” FDC said. 


Non-PMA officers say 
PNP revamp is ‘elitist’ 


would balance the firm's new 
corporate outlook against Presi- 
dent Масарара-Апоуоѕ de- 
mand for lower consumer rates. 

He said the recent debacle 
over the overcharging by the 
Manila Electric Co, has 
prompted Napocor to come up 
with a new pricing formula 
that would not rely on a com- 
pany's expenditures. 


Earth week at Earthaven 


EARTHAVEN, the only fully 
maintained Eco-Village in the 
Philippines around Metro 
Manila, is marking the end of 
the Earth Week celebrations 
on April 26. 

Activities include tours of 
the 37-hectare Nature Re- 
serve where ambassadors of 
several nations will partici- 
pate in the tree planting at 
the Global Peace Garden at 
11 am. Lunch will follow 
with organic offerings, in- 
cluding edible flowers served 
according to the indigenous 
traditions of the area. The 
highlight is a Dita Sandico 
Ong Fashion show featuring 
hand woven, native fibers 


egant gatherings. 


up permanently. 


deals, saying the public must 
be fully informed. 

Orera said the energy officials 
involved in the discussions ap- 
peared to have pulled a fast one 
on electricity consumers when it 
claimed earlier this week that 
only 12 of these Napocor con- 
tracts still needed to be renegoti- 
ated because the 23 others have 
already been resolved. 


and indigenous materials. 
She is internationally known 
for her innovative designs of 
Chic apparel for теп and 
women that are equally at 
home in beaches as well as el- 


Located in the rolling hills of 
San Mateo, Rizal, Eanhaven is 
a living laboratory of conserva- 
tion in a Philippine serting 
The environment includes 
beautiful natural features such 
as all weather streams, water- 
falls surrounded by lush tropi- 
cal fora and enhanced by a re- 
Jjuvenating spirulina fountain, 
7 healing gardens, nature 
paths with survival games set 


sity, he was 23. 

He is survived by his 
parents Cecil and Rol- 
ly, sisters and broth- 
ers: Ching, Maricel, 
Francis and Ronnie. 

His remains lie at 
the La Merced Me- 
morial Homes, Zam- 
boanga Inter- 
ment will be an- 
nounced later 


Fr. Macky; 51 


FR. Macario 1. Cabatingan, a 
social activist, died at the 
Maria Reyna Hospital in Ca- 
gayan de Oro City оп Tues- 
day He was 51. 

His body will be brought 
to his hometown in Lagong- 
long and Gingoog City for 
viewing by his former 
parishioners. 

His body will be brought 
back to the San Agustin 
Cathedral in Cagayan de Oro 
оп Sunday. Burial is sched- 
uled on Monday. 

Members of Xavier Univer- 
sity High School batch ‘69 are 
urged to remember their 
classmate, Fr. Macky, in their 
prayers. 
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NIPPON FOUNDATION FELLOWS 


Isagani Yuzon and lawyer Doram 


Еи 
i dd 
Dean Jose M. Cruz (4th from right) of the Ateneo de Manila University School of Sciences recently 


awarded the Nippon Foundation Asian Public Intellectuals Fellowships for 2003-04 to Dr. Carlo 
Panelo, Danilo Reyes, lawyer Raquel Pastores-Corro, Chief Public Attorney Persida Rueda-Acosta, Dr. 


Prof. Randolf David (4th from left) was guest speaker at 


the ceremonies held at the Ateneo. The fellowships enable public intellectual, through research, to 
come up with ideas that contribute to the public good and promote mutual learning in the region. 


By T) Burgonio 


А GROUP of disgruntled police offi- 
cers has criticized the recent Philip- 
pine National Police reshuffle as being 
elitist as most ofthe officers appointed 
to key positions were graduates of the 
Philippine Military Academy. 

“This system of elitism and un- 
equal access to key positions breeds 
demoralization, disunity and dissatis- 
faction,” said police director Lucas 
Managuelod, president of the Police 
ROTC Graduates for Integrity, Morali- 
ty and Order (Primo). 

Managuelod urged PNP Director 
General Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. and 
the National Police Commission "to 
rationalize” the designation of offi- 
cers to key posts. 

He noted that those included in the 
recent reorganization were PMA 
alumni “to the exclusion of equally 
qualified and competent officers” 
who were commissioned. 

The Primo charges were contained 
in an April 2 resolution which was 
sent to Ebdane, the Napolcom and 
the Civil Service Commission. 


PNP officials announced late Tuesday 
а major reorganization involving 19 offi- 
cials following the retirement on April 1 
of Deputy Director General Clyde Fer- 
nandez, deputy chief for administration, 

Of those named to directorial and 
regional posts, 16 are PMA graduates 
and the rest commissioned, 

The three weré Senior Superinten- 
dents Isnaji Bantala, acting director for 
the Autonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao; Ricardo Dapat, director for the 
Maritime Group, and Alejandro Andres, 
acting deputy director for intelligence. 

PNP official Ricardo de Leon, di- 
rector for police community rela- 
tions, maintained that there was no 
discrimination against non-PMA 
alumni in the selection of officials in 
any reshuffle. 

“There are at least three officers 
from their (Primo) ranks who were 
included in the reshuffle. How can 
they say that there is discrimination?” 
he said in an interview. 

Managuelod, who was relieved as 
director for investigation and detec- 
tive management last December re- 
portedly because of his alleged links 


to opposition Sen. Panfilo Lacson, 
said any appointment or promotion 
should be based on merit. 

“The designation to key positions 
must be based on merit, performance, 
qualifications and other parameters 
that could bring efficient service to the 
Filipino people,” he said. 

Primo also adopted a resolution on 
April 2 urging Ebdane and the Napol- 
com to recall the appointment of Di- 
rector Victor Signey as acting chief of 
the directorial staff on April 1. 

Managuelod said that Signey's ap- 
pointment violated the law that creat- 
ed the PNP as he will be retiring on 
Aug. 29, or four months from now. 

The law prohibits any official, ex- 
cept the PNP chief, from being pro- 
moted or named toa higher post if he 
has less than a year of service before 
his retirement, Managuelod said. 

PNP sources said that Signey, for- 
mer director for comptrollership, was 
reluctant to accept the new post. He 
was kicked upstairs to accommodate 
junior officers seeking promotion, the 
source said. Signey could not be 
reached for comment. 


Fraport doesn’t come with clean 
hands on Naia 3 deal, says Yasay 


THE GERMAN company in the con- 
sortium that built the controversial 
‘Terminal 3 of the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport “does not come with 
clean hands” but projects itself as a 
victim of the Filipino people in the 
airport mess, according to MIA-Naia 
Association of Service Operators (Ма- 
so) chair Perfecto Yasay Jr. 

Yasay said Fraport of Germany has 
only itself to blame for being part of 
of many questionable deals of the lo- 
cal consortium, the Philippine Inter- 
national Airport Terminal Co. Inc., 
(Piatco), including a controversial 
contract with one Alfredo Liongson. 

"For one, it did not hire a Filipino 
lawyer but relied on a German 
lawyer instead,” Yasay added in a 


» 


press statement. 

Yasay’ organization has sued Piatco, 
where Fraport is a minority partner, for 
unilaterally deciding, with the concur- 
rence of some government officials, to 
pre-terminate the existing contracts of 
independent companies to do business 
at the airport, Maso is the association of 
service operators at the Май. 

Piatco, under its contract, would 
have the last say whether these com- 
panies, some of which compete in 
cargo handling, would be allowed to 
operate in the new terminal, 

Fraport, Yasay said, was part of the 
deal but now makes it appear otherwise. 

“it was a victim of the Chengs of Pi- 
алсо. It was а victim of its own neglect 
because itis basic to have local lawyers 


in a foreign country especially for pro- 
jects of this magnitude,” he said. 

Fraport provided the bulk of the 
funds to build the terminal but it was 
the Chengs, with about $16 million in 
capital infusion (including $10 mil- 
lion borrowed from Fraport), which 
came out as the majority stockholder 
of Piatco. 

The Piatco contract has been de- 
clared null and void by both the exee- 
wtive branch and the Senate blue rib- 
bon committee citing basic flaws such 
аз violations of the BO! law and lack 
of the requisite approvals by govern- 
ment entities, 

‘The Supreme Court is expected to 
issue its ruling shortly on legality of 
the Piatco contract. 
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Erap like Jesus? 
‘Give us a break’ 


By Volt Contreras 


“GIVE usa break.” 

The leftist group Pamalakaya's 
reaction to a lawyer's comparing JE 
to JC sums up contrary sentiments 
aired yesterday on the subject. 

Crime novels, not the Bible, mir- 
ror the story of Joseph Estrada, ac- 
cording to Pamalakaya informa- 
tion officer Gerry Albert Corpuz. 

In an interview on Tuesday, 
Estrada's defense lawyer Prospero 
Crescini said the expresidents 
downfall and legal woes recalled 
Gospel accounts of the persecution 
of Jesus Christ. He cited the 
Catholic Church and anti-Estrada 
forces in the civil society move- 
ment as the modem-day equiva- 
lents of political and religious pow- 
er blocs during Christ's time. 

Wait, there's more. Crescini 
said a draft of the defense panel's 
opening statements when trial re- 
sumes after the Lenten break 
would include parallelisms be- 
tween Estrada's and Christ's trial 

The lawyer was invoking his 
own "absurd" gospel, Corpuz be- 
wailed, His prescription for 
Crescini: “Repent.” 

But this does not guarantee 
forgiveness—not even this week 
—from Deputy Speaker for the 
Visayas Raul Gonzalez, former 
House prosecutor in Estrada's 
Senate impeachment trial earlier. 

"Jesus Christ was conceived 
without sin," Gonzalez protested 
yesterday. "And He did not have 
many wives and mansions.” 

Та fact, the solon said, neither 
should Erap be likened to Julius 
Caesar, the way former Chief Jus- 


tice Andres Narvasa had done as 
the ex-president's counsel during 
the impeachment trial. 

“Caesar had only one Cleopa- 
tra, Gonzalez said. Estrada's 
lawyers, he added, were way off 
the mark. “What next? Will they 
compare him with Jose Rizal?” 

Let alone Caesar, Erap didn't 
even deserve to be measured 
against Dimas, the thief who died 
with Christ on Calvary, said Carol 
Araullo, convenor of the watch- 
dog group Plunder Watch. 

“At least Dimas was repentant,” 
Araullo said. 

But in a recent talk with the In- 
quires, Estrada insisted that his 
womanizing days were long over. 
He jusified his penchant for 
women by citing the two “envi 
ronments” in which he 
thrived—first the movies, and 
then politics—that supposedly 
made him a magnet for women. 

А few of these women gave 
him children, and the fabulous 
mansions he built for them have 
consisted some of the most 
graphic evidence against him. 

Estrada said he gave support 
only to his offspring and “some” 
of the women who got into tight 
financial situations. 

He had loving words for his le- 
gitimate wife, Sen. Luisa "Loi" 
Ejercito Estrada who, he said, had 
been “extremely understanding” 
and devoted, staying by his side 
in good times and bad. 

"Where (else) can you find а 
‘woman like that?” he asked, smiling. 

‘The Virgin Mary? With Juliet 
Labog-Javellana and Agnes Do- 
nato 


Go to the beaches, but... 


By Armand М. Nocum 


AS PEOPLE head off to beaches 
and other vacation places, they 
should find some time to reflect. 
on the sufferings of Christ, espe- 
cially in today's celebration of 
Maundy Thursday. 

Still, Church officials admit that 

not totally a bad idea for peo- 

ple to use the holidays to spend 
quality time with their families. 

“We have to use this time for 
spiritual renewal, but of course, 
this is also a time for families to 
go to the beach and spend time 
together,” said Bishop Ramon Ar- 
guelles, head of the CBCP's Epis- 
сора] Commission for the Pas- 
toral Care of Migrants and Itiner- 
ant People. 


He said the Church also under- 
stands the need for families to 
come together because it wants 
the family to be united. 

“We should not forget the rea- 
son why we have a vacation and 
that is we are recalling a very cen- 
tral point of the Christian faith, 
he said of the Lenten holidays. 

He said people should take 
time to hear Mass, pray and con- 
fess. 

‘On Maundy Thursday, Catholics 
are encouraged to go to confession 
and hold vigils in the churches to 
accompany Christin his sufferings. 

‘Today, the Christian world re- 
calis the Last Supper and Christs 
washing of the feet of his 12 
‘Apostles before his arrest and be- 
trayal by Judas Iscariot. 
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DOLORES, Quezon—Environment authori- 
ties here have warned pilgrims, moun- 
taineers and "thrill seekers" thronging Mt. 
Banahaw here during Holy Week to respect. 
the mystical mountain and observe all safe- 
ty measures. 

Manny Calayag, the municipal environ- 
ment officer, called on the estimated half- 
million devotees expected to trek to the holy 
mountain this week to help the local gov- 
ernment and volunteer groups in the main- 
tenance and protection of the now environ- 
mentally fragile mountain peak. 

“It is wrong for the pilgrims to think that 
just because they paid P5 as entrance fee to 
Mt. Banahaw, they now have all the luxury 
of doing what they want to do and would al- 
so now leave behind all their trash," he said. 

Calayag said a part of the entrance fees 
collected last year was used to construct 
several toilet facilities in strategic spots in 
Mt. Banahaw. 

He also reminded the pilgrims not to for- 
get the cardinal rule in dealing with tras 

“As much as possible, every pilgrim 
should be the one responsible for his own 
trash. They should all try to bring their 
garbage down when they descend,” he said. 

Jay Lim, Tanggol Kalikesan-Southern Taga- 
log community coordinator, said he was 
alarmed by the amount of waste left behind by 
hordes of devotees who climb up the mountain. 
during Holy Week and the disturbing signs of 
environmental destruction taking place. 

He said there were several areas in Mt. 
Banahaw showing signs of having been 
poached for timber. 

“The death of three children from flash 
floods last year in Dolores signifies a matter- 
of-life-and-death warning," he said. 


| MYSTICAL MOUNTAIN 
Pilgrims told to respect Banahaw 


MYSTICAL Mount Banahaw: Each pilgrim or thrill-seeker is responsible for his own trash. 


"The cutting of young trees for tent pitching 
or slicing off their bark should be strictly avoid- 
ed. If we all really want to make our stay pious 
and positive, we should all refresh our ABCs on 
basic mountain climbing,” he said. 

He said Tanggol Kalikasan was producing 
а multimedia documentary on the environ- 
mental protection and education campaign 
for Mt. Banahaw. 

“We're making arrangements to present 
some of these educational and enlightening 
modules during this pilgrim season," he said. 

Mt. Banahaw is one of the largest inactive 
volcanoes in the Philippines and a Mecca for 
thousands of devotees, especially during the 
Lenten season. 

It straddles the towns of Lucban, Tayabas, 
Sariaya, Candelaria and Dolores in Quezon; and 
the Rizal towns of Nagearlan, Liliw and А 
jay; and San Pablo City in Laguna province. 


Calayag said Bantay-Banahaw volun- 
teer groups last year collected at least 11 
large dump trucks full of garbage that 
were left by pilgrims in different areas on 
the mountaintop. 

He said a collection spot for the P5 regis- 
tration fee has been set up in Barangay 
Bagong Anyo. The local government will be 
issuing receipts for the entrance fees. 

According to Calayag, there are also 
two pilgrim’s registration centers іп 
Barangay Kinabuhayan and Sta. Lucia, 
both widely used entry gates to the moun- 
tain. 

He said the local government, with the 
help of volunteer groups led by Banahaw 
de Dolores, has put in place safety prepara- 
tions for the protection of mountain devo- 
tees. Delfin T. Mallari Jr., PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 


Senate OKs bill vs trafficking of women, kids 


A LANDMARK measure that will criminalize 
the act of trafficking in persons, especially 
women and children, locally or international- 
ly, has been approved on third and final read- 
ing by the Senate. 

‘Senate Bill 2444 or the Anti-Trafficking Act 
0f 2003 covers penalties for such offenses as 
prostitution, sexual exploitation and slavery. 

‘The Senate passed the Anti-Trafficking Act 
after hurdling the periods of interpellation 
and amendments, paving the way for a com- 
prehensive definition of trafficking in per- 
sons. 

‘Trafficking is now defined as the “recruit- 
ment, transfer, provision, harboring, receipt 
ог deployment of person for the purpose of 
forced labor, slavery, sexual exploitation, in- 
voluntary servitude, debt bondage, physical 
and other forms of abuse, removal or sale of 
organs or involvement in armed activities or 
other similar acts." 

The National Commission on ће Role of 
Filipino Women (NCRFW) hailed the bill as a 
victory for women who worked hard for its 
passage. The agency is under the Office of the 


‘Kujira’ a whale of a typhoon 


President and was at the forefront of the cam- 
paign of the bill 

"We are thankful to the Senate committee. 
оп women, youth and the family relations 
chair Luisa “Loi” Estrada and Senate Presi- 
dent Franklin Drilon for crafting a progressive 
anti-trafficking law to effectively combat traf- 
ficking in persons, especially women and chil- 
dren, provide timely assistance to trafficked 
victims and prosecute traffickers,” said NCR- 
FW chairperson Aurora Javate-de Dios 

Non-government organizations, led by the 
Zonta Club of Makati and Environs, worked 
hand in hand with the NCRFW for the passage 
of the bill. 

Other NGOs were Coalition Against Traf- 
ficking in Women, Women LEAD, Women's 
Legal Bureau, Third World Movement Against 
Exploitation of Women, Women's Health, 
Samaritana, Buklod-Olongapo, and Trade 
Union Congress of the Philippines. 

Aside from the NCREW, government agen- 
cies such as the Commission of Filipinos Over- 
seas, Department of Social Welfare and De- 
velopment, Commission on Human Rights, 


Department of Foreign Affairs, Department of 
Labor and Employment and the National An- 
ti-poverty Commission took the lead in the 
campaign. 

The Anti-Trafficking Act provides for a 
penalty ranging from 20 years imprisonment 
to Ме imprisonment and fine from P1 million 
o5 million for offenders. 

Under the approved bill, traffickers shall 
suffer the maximum penalty ifthe victim was 
a child; or if the victim died or incurred Hu- 
man Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) or Ac- 
quired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS); 
огі the offender was related to the victim. 

The measure will likewise provide for the 
protection and rehabilitation of survivors by 
according them temporary shelter, health 
care, legal assistance and counseling to vic- 
tims. 

‘The House of Representatives approved HB 
4432 championed by House committee on 
women chair Josefina Joson in May 2002. Bi- 
cameral discussion on the Anti-Trafficking Act 
is scheduled when Congress resumes session 
this month. 
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up to 200 kph. It is forecast to move west 
northwest at 19 kph, Pagasa said. 

The US Navy tagged Kujira a “super ty- 
phoon” with maximum sustained winds of 
250 kph and gustiness of up to 305 kph. 

Its eye is estimated to be at 1,150 km 
southeast of Northern Luzon by this after- 
noon, at 790 km east southeast of Northern 
Luzon by tomorrow afternoon and at 400 km 
east of Northern Luzon by Saturday after- 
noon, Pagasa said, 


“I it will maintain its speed and direc- 
tion—its still at west northwest at 24 
kph—it could hit the Philippine land mass 
by early Saturday or late Friday,” Reuters 
quoted weather forecaster Bobby Rivero as 
saying. 

Hundreds of thousands of Filipinos are ex- 
pected to be on the move by land, air and sea 
over the four-day Easter weekend starting to- 
day as they visit churches, travel to the 
provinces or head to the beach. 

The typhoon developed as a tropical de- 


pression in the vicinity of the Caroline Is- 
lands late last week. It continued to gain 
strength as it moved in a generally west 
northwest track. 

Pagasa said Eastern Luzon and Eastern 
Visayas would experience partly cloudy to 
cloudy skies with scattered rain showers and 
thunderstorms today. 

‘The rest of the country will be partly cloudy 
or occasionally cloudy with isolated rain 
showers or thunderstorms. Gerald Lacuarta 
with a report from Reuters 


By Roy Alvarez 
Contributor 


THE UNITED Nations has declared 
2003 as the International Year of Fresh 
‘Water, an apt follow-up to 2002's In- 
ternational Year of Mountains. 

Our denuded mountains have re- 
sulted in the depletion of water tables 
and devastating flash floods. Without 
forest cover, rainfall is not absorbed 
and stored, and the water flows to the 
lowlands stripping soil along the way. 

‘Although Asia is surrounded by 
water, there is less and less to 
drink—a consequence of misman- 
aged garbage. Add denuded moun- 
tains to this equation, and the plan- 
ег experiences accelerated global 
warming and climate change. 

Earth Day (April 22) last year 
marked the start of a five-year tree 
planting program launched by 
Mother Earth Unlimited for Mt. Ba- 
nahaw, the source of water for the 
provinces of Quezon, Laguna and 
Rizal. 

The historie mountain, which pro- 
vided sanctuary for our national 
heroes, is also considered sacred. 
And during the Holy Week, thou- 
sands of pilgrims come to meditate 
on the Passion and Crucifixion of 
Christ, a practice that is part and par- 
cel of indigenous Christian belief. 


Re-greening Mt. Banahaw 


Responsibility for the condition of 
Banahaw has to be assigned to the 
‘mountain communities, It was with 
this realization that Chin Chin Gutier- 
rez and myself, in our capacity as pro- 
ject heads for Mother Earth Unlimited, 
‘organized a Council of Elders made up 
of representatives of the 75 religious 
sects living at the foot of Banahaw. 

This was how the Bayanihan sa 
Kasagraduhan ng Bundok Banahaw 
was formed. 

‘According to local lore, visitors 
seeking to be healed at the holy 
places of Banahaw must first under- 
goa cleansing ritual at the male and 
female waterfalls at Sta. Lucia, 

The healing program commences 
with interfaith invocations and in- 
digenous Christian rituals and pro- 
cessions. To accept the change that 
must take place, the communities 
have to understand that healing their 
ecosystem will restore and maintain 
the sacredness of the mountain. 

‘Toward this end, workshop sym- 
posiums were organized and the 
Banahaw de Dolores Outdoor Ciub, 
with the participation of moun- 
taineers and volunteers, cleaned ће 
mountain of tons of garbage left by 
years of annual pilgrimages. 

With the help of the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office, San 
Miguel Corp., Manila Seedlings 


municipalities 


management. 


Bank and Mother Earth Unlimited, 
30,000 seedlings were earmarked 
for planting on Banahaw at the start 
of the rainy season last year. 

То show his support for the pro- 
Ject, Quezon Gov. Wilfredo Enverga 
assigned me as а consultant for the 
province's environmental projects. 
‘The mayors and environmental offi- 
cers of Dolores, Tiaong, Candelaria, 
Sariaya, Tayabas and Lucban, the 


mountain, also provided support. 
Through their efforts, the required 
manpower for tree planting was 
supplied by the local officials, teach- 
ers, students, police and military 
personnel, and civic organizations. 

Several municipalities of Laguna 
and Rizal situated near Banahaw 
have also asked to participate. The 
reforestation program will resume 
as soon as the rainy season kicks in. 

The success of the project is cer- 
tain. We only hope that this success. 
will spur other areas to start similar 
projects for their own mountains 
and for their own future. 

Mother Earth has been warning 
us for years by reacting, sometimes 
violently, to our wasteful lifestyles. 
We ignore her at our own peril 

The author is an actor, environ- 
‘mentalist and lecturer on eco-waste 


ANNOUNCEMEN 


Citystate Savings Bank, Inc. will be opened on 
Saturday, April 19, 2003 at the following branches: 


0 AM to 12:00 NN 
0 AM to. 1:30 PM. 
:00 AM to. 1:30 PM. 


Head Office (Shaw Blvd) 
Baliuag, Bulacan : 
Meycauayan, Bulacan 
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Join our Graduates 


Who are now successful Commercial Pilots & Flight Attendants in 
various airline companies here and abroad. Our BS in Aviation 
Technology, Major in Flying course is designed to meet the 
international standards of commercial pilots. The BS in Airline 
Management is likewise designed to prepare male/female 
students to become competent flight attendants. 


New students are advised to see for themselves our training 
aircraft and our 6 hectare Mactan Campus before enrolling in BS 
in Aircraft Maintenance Technology, BS in Criminology Major in 


School Site: 
IA Tos Ctr Barak Ала Wians of Martan, Сол, Pippen 
"eti Non ФИТ ЗЕ T TIAS 
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Fly High 


With 


IAU 


Asia's Biggest 
Aerospace University 


м. 


Aviation and Airport Security. 


Enrollment is now going on. 


INDIANA AEROSPACE UNIVERSITY 


Alabang Executive Office: 
‘Tho Jovy Токи Bonsai St Кизлар СУ c Muntinlupa 
Ta Nos) 1034003 418] ema або 
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GMA names Romulo to head Iraq projects | Brain drain up again 
ro ela re of ting O peua | but gov't not worried 


weekend in an “e is 

bassadors and one special envoy workers to Iraq. sion” to xen 
among the members of the task Shadow DFA secretary E can authorities. From page A! see any significant develop- 
force. асау bel ate He will later proceed to | never been an alien concept for ments in my generation.” 

They are Secretaries Blas Ople e e Ma em = mue Р Kuwait, which hosted the US | Filipinos. As much as 9 percent От Federico Macaranas of the 
(foreign айана), Patricia Sto. Pee I Man оа е and British forces that carried | of the country's BO million peo- Asian Institute of Management 
Tomas (labor), Manuel Roxas Ш foreign secretary” during the stint out the war on neighboring | ple seek their fortunes in North (AIM) in Makati said the coun- 
(trade) and Vincent Perez (ener- of Vice President Teofisto Guingo- Iraq. America, Europe, the Middle try benefits from the ebb and 
gy), Ambassadors Bayani Ma- па zam Department of For- g Е According to EO 194, Romu- | East and northeastern Asia. flow of labor. “It is not a brain 
ngibin (Kuwait) ond Bahnarim elgnAffas ——— as f los task force will provide | Тһе money they send drain. When you say brain 
Guinomla (Saudi Arabia), Am- ats серега Rm Philippine representation with | back—about $7 billion а drain, it's negative,” he said. 
bassedordesignate Jose Ibazeta Secretary last yeni, over року the Pentagons Office of Recon- | year—helps to feed, clothe, As a former undersecretary 
Graq), and Special Envoy Roy differences with the President struction and Humanitarian As- | house and educate their fami- for foreign affairs, Macaranas 
Cimatu of the Middle East Pre- regarding the presence of US sistance led by Jay Garner, are- | lies and sends beneficial rip- helped to form groups all over 
paredness Team. eee the country as tired general who was earlier | ples of spending through the the world where Filipino work- 

In Executive Order No. 194 part of the Balikatan 02-1 exer- designated as administrator of | economy ers could share their expertise 
dated April 14, Ms Macapagal сівез. war-ravaged Iraq. While most used to be un- with those back home. 
also appointed as task force Не was succeeded at the DFA The task force will also assist | skilled laborers, whichwasfine “They need not return,” he 
members the president of the by Ople, then an opposition sena- the participation of Philippine | asthe country struggled tocre- said. “In an Internet age and in 
Philippine Constructors Associ- tor, who shares the strong pro-US companies in activities in Iraq | ate enough jobs for an ev- an age of financial transfers, 
ation and “other private sector bent of Ms Macapagal and Romu- concerning public works and | er-growing population, the the benefit to us might be their 
representatives" still to be lo. 2 i pa highways, transportation, infor- | ones now leaving are increas- ability to continuously update 
named. я ыы ue = mation and communications, | ingly those with the skills to their knowledge when they are 

The Public-Private Sector Task ment, Romulo was serving as Мз ROBERTOROMULO returnsto energy and agriculture, as well | make difference in the Philip- abroad.” 
Force is one of two groups formed  Macapagal's adviser on interna- (he Cabinet as the Philippines" 


by da President не as in "public services" like edu- | pines. eate 
е President іп connection A разе байа ion 0 a 4 
with the reconstruction of post- — He is a former executive of the czar of post-s im cation, sanitation, civil adminis. Local newspapers frequent- р 


construction. i ^5 ісе i = Of the estimated 7. |- 
war ra. ___ ВМ multinational company, a" AER. Mc ccu uS e 

Тһе other is the humanitarian key American interest, and the nomicCooperationsbusinessad- je willbe given abudget of P10. | recent phenomenon of medical million are short-term contract 
task force co-chaired by Opleand chair of the Philippine represen- visorycouncil million from the Presidents con- | doctors who retrain as nurses Workers, two million are per- 
Defense Secretary Angelo Reyes. tation before the Asia PacificEco- Bunye also said Romulo tingeney fund. so they can get better paying manent residents and the rest 

jobs abroad. are undocumented, 
US h t S L il D | . But senior government offi- b rel say the оу 
cials don't see а problem. they send back eventually mul- 
turns up neat on syria, cuts 01 pipeline и 

thatis ofascientificnaturethat consumer spending. 
From page Al shipments—through a pipeline Searching for new leaders States has made clear it intends would indicate that this is А survey by Pulse Asia last 
from падз сошћет ой fieldstoa Ys offciis expressed hope the тете US general Jay Gamer to | reaching crisis proportions,” year showed that one in five 

Now, with US troops shutting refinery in Banyas, Syria—were main hostilities were over with lead an interim administration, | Labor Secretary Patricia Santo Filipinos would like to leave. 
down the pipeline used for these ап open secret, although Syrian the fall of Saddam’shometown of | Tepresentatives of Iraq's majority | Tomas told Reuters. “Hopelessness for the coun- 
shipments, Syria must adjust toa and Iraqi officials routinely de- Tikrit on Monday, but were not Shiite community have said they The departures may actually пуз future has been a stable 
1055 of $1 billion in annual in- nied their existence. yet ready to declare victory. won't accept anyone imposed | be good, she said, because the phenomenon, not a fluke of 
comeatthesametimethe United ,,. “Ош victory in Iraq is certain, fOM outside. moves create vacancies forless Specific circumstances,” Asia 
States is threatening to intensify Kill-Bush plot ели ке Ped US Gee experienced workers. Pulse said. “The brain drain 
the pressure by imposing eco- Early yesterday, a US official president George W Bush on day Site's protest "Some of it is movement of shows no sign of slowing 
nomic sanctions on Damascus. said a suspected high-ranking op- 97 of the war. “We refuse to put ourselves un- | skilled workers, some of this is down. Alas, ifs even getting 

‘Anendtoshipmentsofcut-rate erative of the Iraqi intelligence “Iraqis started tackling the der the thumb of the Americans | movement of professionals, worse” Many leave with 
Iraqi crude will bleed the Syrian service who is believed to have thorny issue ofsearching о вай. 97 ny other country, because | but it’s nothing that the local mixed feelings. - 
government of cash—money that played akeyroleina 1993 plotto er to replace them. thatisnot in the Iraqis’ interests," | economy can't handle at this _ Love for family and country 
Once possibly helped the ruling assassinate then-US president “in Ur, the meeting of some 80 Seid Abdul Aziz al-Hakim, the | time,” Santo Tomas said. is strong but the better pay and 
Baath Рагу buy political support George Bush was spotted in Syr- delegates, who included local 4ePuty head of the Supreme As- г living conditions are tempting. 
and maintain its hold on power.. ia. (Story on Page A9.) and exiled opposition leaders as  Sembly of the Islamic Revolution Many don’t return Some seek political stability 
With higher oil bills looming, As- Faruq Hijazi, whoselast official wel] as religious officials, adopt. № Iraq (SAIRD, the main Shiite Finance Secretary Jose Ca- and escape from violence, 
sad will be less able to withstand post was Saddam Hussein's. am- 24 a statement declaring that a fection which boycotted the US- | macho, who spent many years while others look for social ac- 
US economic and political pres- bassador to Tunis, flew to Damas- fiue Iraqi government must be brokered meeting overseas, said he wasn't wor- ceptability based оп achieve- 
‘sure, some analysts say. cus on a commercial jet in ап ap- democratic and based on the rule Dozens of Shiite Muslims ried either. с, ments, not connections. 

“Tes a huge financial hit,” said parent attempt to seek refuge іп of law, and that no leader should Staged an angry protest against | “There's certainly enough Виа dermatologist recently 
Jon Alterman, director of the the country following the top- Ье imposed from outside. the Pentagon-backed Iragi oppo- | People coming back—better back from studying in the Unit- 
Middle East Program at the pling of the Iragi government by put faq's leading Shiite group sition leader, Ahmed Chalabi, | trained, better exposure, wider ed States said being an educat- 
Washington-based Center for US forces, hesaid. boycotted the meeting апа а кеу Who has widely tipped to become | perspective, global outlook,” ed professional earning а de- 
Strategic and International Stud- Sending a signal to countries, opposition leader sent only arep- the Country's next leader. he told Reuters. “That's very cent wage made life in the 
ies. “The government of Syria including Syria, accused of (Cenrativeamid distrust cwerthe _ Such anger was also visible in | positive. You need to have a Philippines tolerable and even 
doesn't have a lot of ways to get "sponsoring terrorism,” US spe- ‘ole of the United States and in. the Northern city of Mosul, when | constant low ofpeoplecoming pleasant. S% 
money.” cial operations forces backed by ternal division over howto crafta а firefight brokeoutasthe newly- | in and ош.” But in a country “My personal growth lies in 

US Defense Secretary Donald army troops nabbed Mohammad representative government. appointed governor was making | where one in 10 workers is coming back home,” she said. 
Н, Rumsfeld said Tuesday in Abbas, the Palestinian radical "тһе syecial White House envoy 2 Speech which listeners deemed | without a job and a third of the "And professionally, my fu- 
Washington that American forces who masterminded the 1985 hi- to she iraqi opposition, Zalmay "3100 pro-US, witnesses said. population lives on a couple of ture lies in Manila. If I stayed 
have shut down the cross-border jacking ofthe Achille Lauro cruise Khalilzad, told the meeting thac , Â doctor at the city hospital, | dollars a day, the best opportu- (m the United States), Td just 
pipeline, though he could not as- ship. (Story on page A.) the United States had ho inen. Ауад al-Ramadhani, said 12 рео. | nities are reserved for out- be another competent derma- 
зше that the flow of oil between Абаз, leader of the Palestine tion ofruling Iraq? afterthefallof Ple had been killed and 60 | standing talents or those with 01085. But think back home, 
the two countries had dried up Liberation Front who was living Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. wounded in the shooting. connections, and many who Ican make an even bigger dif- 
completely. in Пад under the protection of Тһе delegates also agreed 5ай. „ Life in Baghdad remained far find work abroad do not re- ference as an educator in der- 

For more than two years, Syria Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, dam's Baath party must be dis. 0m normal six days after US | tum. matology" 
imported 150,000 to 180,000 was captured Monday in south- Solved and called for a democrat- ‘OOPS entered. Most shops re- “What compelled me to con- Ап architect, who chose not 
barrels of oil a day from гад, in ет Baghdad, the US Central fe federal system, but seid a fu. папе closed and many parts of | sider migrating was а feeling of to go abroad, said: “If all the 
defiance of United Nations efforts Command said late Tuesday. ture government should be cho. Фе city still lacked water or elec- | frustration,” said a 39-year-old people go, then the county 
to regulate Iraqi exports and en- Не was sentenced in absentia sen on che basis of countrywide "GY former banker from Manila who will be nothing." "My staying 
sure that Baghdad spent its oil іп Italy to five life terms for his consultation and not based on . А US military officer said US | returned home to work a few here is something 1 know my 
revenue only on food and other role in the Achille Lauro hijack- communal identity. forces planned to boost joint police | yearsagobutleftagain in 2002, heart wants fervently” she 
humanitarian needs. ing, in which an elderly, “They agreed to meet again in Расо, bring more hospitals back | “Тһе social order is still the said “Unexplainable in a way 

In exchange for crude at Баг. wheelchair-bound American 10 days “to discuss procedures ÏO service and have power ге. | same generally. Change is slow but I guess matters of the heart 
gain-basement prices, the Syrians tourist, Leon Klinghoffer, was for developing an Iraqi interim 50161 within 72 hours to parts of | in coming. I don't think I will always are” Reuters 
provided Saddam with а source murdered and thrown into the authority” While the United Baghdad, which has been without | 
of cash outside UN control. These Mediterranean. elecrricitysince April4. AFR AP 


Water experts discuss failed privatization project 


From page Al ness sector delegates from near- zation issue and the war in Iraq @ More investment in water state-run Metropolitan Water- hand, was turned over by the 
1у 180 countries pushed formas- left many participants doubting supply and sanitation needs. works and Sewerage System MWSS to the Manila Water Com- 
in the eight-day forum blamed sive private-sector investment whether the conference pro- ө Assistance to developing (MWSS) had committed breach- pany Inc., a consortium of the Ay- 
privatization for the soaring wa- in water and sanitation infras- duced anything of value.” countries in devising integrated es of its obligations under the ala Corp., United Utilities and 
ter prices and confusion caused in tructures to meet the United Na- The forum, which gathered water resource management concession agreement,” and de- Bechtel Utilities.) 
some developing countries by the tions millennium development more than 20,000 water experts, plans by 2005. manded $500 million in damages Maynilad’s 475,000 water con- 
withdrawal of private firms goal of halving the number of government officials, NGO mem- «ө Improved farm-use water fromthe government. nections service 70 percent of 
whose projects had become un- people without clean water by bers and representatives of big management through innovative  Maynilad’s financial records some 7.6 million residents. 
profitable. 2015. water firms worldwide ended last investment and research and de- show that in 2001, its losses rose Its piping network of 2,534 
But there was also good news. They argued that the only way week in disagreement over the velopment. to P1.7 billion from P608 million kilometers extends from Valen- 
‘The Philippines earned what a this would happen was to allow privatization issue. * Bener legislative frame- the year before. zuela to Cavite City, while its 
Filipino delegate called “pogi private-sector control of water с sponsor, the World Water works to protect water resources Ina statement, Maynilad presi- treatment capacity totaled 2,500 
points” with both the Pasig River supply and sanitation needs. Council (WWC), said at least and prevent water pollution. dent Rafael Alunan cited “com- million liters a day. 
and Laguna de Bay getting multi- Вів business is eager to con- 6,000 foreign delegates were in — e Land-use regulations, disas- pelling financial, regulatory and In 2000, Maynilad invested at 
ple citations as best-practice ex- tribute expertise to solve pressing attendance. ter-warning and national natural causes in the last years” least РЗ billion on the replace- 
amples of sustainable water re- environmental problems, includ- Prior to the forum, Michel risk-management systems to lim- аз the firm's reason for giving up ment of 70 km of pipes and 
source initiatives. ing a shortage of clean water. But Camdessus, former managing di- it the impact of floods and theconcession. 200,000 water meters, 40,000 
‘At the Water Expo in Osaka, Antony Burgmans, Unilever NV rector of the International Mone- droughts. Maynilad was established in additional service connections 
the Pasig River rehabilitation pro- chair and chief executive officer, tary Fund, issued a report urging Sharing of data end re- 1996 by Benpres Holdings Corp. and 1,000 new valves, among 
ject shared center stage with two said corporations could do only governments to drastically in- sources between states to mini- (of the Lopez group of compa- others. 
‘other exhibits of the consumer so much. crease funding for water projects тізе disaster damage. nies) and the French conglomer- К had planned to invest P30 
products giant Unilever—the "We can only lend a helping and advocating privatization of But NGOs complained that the ate Suez Lyonnaise des Eaux, one billion for water projects and 
Clean Brantas river program in hand,” said Burgman, who watersuppliesand sanitation ser- declaration failed to reflect their of the major supporters of the P150 billion for sewerage pro- 
Indonesia and the Lifebuoy chaired the CEO panel at the fo- vices. opinions despite the incorpora- World Water Forum. jects between 1997 and 2021. 
Swathya Chetna health project in rum in Osaka. “I’s up to the gov- Вис the forum declaration tion of the “user pays” and “pol- Winning the P32-billion con- ^ According to a Maynilad publi- 
India. ernments to tackle the problem. merely noted the report, citing luter pays" principles. cession for the treatment and dis- cation, the firm charged a low 
In Shiga, Laguna de Bay was Frankly, I am not all that confi- (е controversy over the issue. ‘They also branded the WWCas tribution of potable water in P6.13 per cubic meter [from the 
the Asian case study for both the dent that they will live up to their The declaration, approved last а “water mafia,” and claimed фа: Metro Manila's west zone overa MWSS rate of P8.78] or “savings 
Living Lakes global network and responsibility.” March 23 by senior government it was actually a lobby group for 25-year period, it took over oper- of P2.65 per cubic meter." 
the World Lake Vision's call to ac- es officials, vowed to make water is- big construction and water firms. ations from the MWSS in August Just last August, the firm re- 
tion. Priorities sues a top priority among govern- B 1997. ported what it called “gains of 
Osaka and Shiga co-hosted the According toa Japan Типезте- ments and encouraged pri. The Maynilad case The west zone covers Manila privatization"— “more water de- 
conference, first held in Morocco рог, Burgman argued that tack- vate-sector involvement in water Maynilad announced last De- (except San Andres and Sta. livered to customers (from 
in 1997, then the Netherlands in ling water issues comes down to supply and water-related issues. cember that it was returning its Ana), Pasay, parts of Makati, Que- 2,076.22 mid in August 1997 to 
2000. establishing priorities. Italso called for: concession after failing to get the zon City Parafiaque, Caloocan, 2,330 mid in June 2002) and 
‘The privatization of water sup- “When I see how much atten- ө Accesstoclean water, which 72-percent rate increase it was Muntinlupa and Valenzuela, and more households served (from 
plies and sanitation needs was tion is given to the buildup of is essential for sustainable devel- seeking from the government. In the municipalities of Navotas, 464,644 in 1997 to 603,280 in 
the cause of much controversy armies and the purchase of opment and the eradication of October 2001, it was permitted Malabon and Las Piñas. Iris also June last year).” 
during the forum, both among weaponry, I often wonder if the poverty and hunger. an increase of P4.21 per cubic responsible for water supply in It also said more than 62,822 
delegates and between delegates priorities are set correctly,” he © Doubled spending on water meter to cover its previous for- Cavite City and the towns of Ba- needy families had benefited 
and NGO representatives. ‘was quoted as saying. "The ongo- infrastructure іп developing eign exchange losses. coor, lus, Noveleta and Rosario. from its “Bayan Tubig" program 
Some government and busi- ing controversies over the privati- countries. “The firm also claimed that the (Тһе east zone, on the other since February 1999. 


~ ~ . ^ 


THURSDAY, APRIL 17,2003 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. p» га 


—————1 etna Sern У einen i AAAS BAT Ar RES лесе м. бани ин ч 


BLD charismatic group bears SARS cross in Canada 


From pago Al ‘were allegedly infected with SARS. bers and 100 other people who consular officials in monitoring 

E Health authorities conducted worked with them inacity office. the situation in Toronto. 
thing in common—they were an autopsy on Samson after his А Filipino reporter in Toronto, He said they were trying to get 
members of the BLD and had par- A Eum sons and other members of the Gerardine Marie Alcalde, said а more detailed report from 
ticipated in the group's gather- à extended family were found to опе of Samson's sons, Ed, is now health authorities in Canada to 
ings. fehl № M have SARS. intheintensivecareunitofahos- find out how many of the 29 con- 

"his link to the BLD was an- à BT The Samsons were quaran- pital. tacts were classified as SARS sus- 
nounced to the public on Mon- Ч tined for 10 days but one of the Те doctor who treated the el- pects and how were probable 
day, Ly. sons went to at least two other депу Samson (who had died) һай SARS patients. 

‘The April 13 quarantine letter hospitals showing SARS symp- to close his clinic because he, too, ‘Toronto's health officials had 
by Toronto Medical Officer Sheela 4 i 5 toms after his quarantine had was placed under quarantine. ' earlier said that 19 BLD members 
Basrur to the 500 BLD members [7% ended. Не was sent home be- Тһе Globe and Mail reported мете suspect cases and 10 were 
said: “Failure to comply with these cause hospital staff did not see a that the spread of SARS among probable cases. 
requirements will place at risk not clear link between his symptoms BLD members has sparked fears in Аѕ defined by Canadian au- 
only your own health but also the and the outbreak at the Scarbor- Toronto, with some famili thorities, probable cases are peo- 
health of your family, BLD mem- y ough Grace Hospital. ing twice about hiring ple showing symptoms who have 
bers and possibly others in the On April 5, health officials is- nies. It quoted Jan Preston, owner recently traveled to Asia or have 
broader community” У sued а public warning advising of Traditional Nannies, as saying been in close contact with other 
EE Am , thefourthoneinOntariolocatedinthewest those who had been to Highland that many families were afraid to SARS patients. Suspect cases 

end of ts capital Toronto, is setup by hospital workers wearing full Funeral Home on April 3 to con- interview Filipino nannies. show symptoms, but have no 

The BLD in Toronto has an- protective clothings. ‘ures tact the public health unit andto In Manila, Philippine Health travel or contact history. Reports 
nounced the suspension of all its quarantine themselves. Secretary Manuel Dayrit said the from Carla В Gomez, PDI 
religious and social gatherings lives and hurt so many families,” Grace Hospital with his son for Оп April 9, when health ой. DOH was working closely with Visayas Bureau, Armand 
‘and has enjoined its members in the statement added. medical treatment. There they cialsthoughttheyalreadyhadev- Canadian health and Filipino Мосит, ARAFP 
Toronto to follow the quarantine According to Canada’s The came in close contact with a 76- erything under control because 
procedures imposed by the Globeand Май, most members of year-old man who a week earlier those who went to the funeral Sars BRIEFS 
‘Toronto Public Health. the BLD in Toronto are Filipinos had sharedaroominthe hospital home had quarantined them- = b 

_ "We recognize that the current who come from all walks of life. with a Chinese-Canadian. selves and the BLD had already RP proposes airport chiefs meet 
situation will require each of sto. Some are doctors and nurses, This Chinese-Canadian was cancelled its religious meetings, @ THE PHILIPPINES has offered to host a meeting among airport officials in 
make sacrifices ... We are deeply others are nannies and restaurant Toronto's second SARS fatality. healthcare worker called their at- the region to prevent the further spread of SARS by travelers. 

saddened . .. that those quaran- workers. He was infected by his mother tention to two baffling cases. Edgar Manda, general manager of the Мапа International Airport Au- 
tined willbe unable to takepartin "Authorities now have to trace who came from Hong Kong. She, The two, including a 4-year- thority, made the proposal to the President the other day and Ms Macapagal 
parish or BLD activities ar Easter.. the steps of these 500 people to in turn, was infected bya medical ОМ child, were BLD members but has approved the proposal in principle. 

-As well, there maybe financial or see if they have infected others at professor who had treated SARS had notattended the wake. Manda also sald Philippine airports wili now adopt some tough anti- 
other hardships caused by these the workplace or in other public cases in Guangdong, China It was only then that further in- SARS precautions employed at the Hong Kong and Singapore airports that 
events, and we must act as the areas, where the SARS virus is believed terviews with BLD leaders were prohibit travelers and well-wishers from speaking inside elevators and spit- 
family that we are and support “Ш the stops have to come out to have originated. conducted and health officials ting anywhere within the airport premises to prevent he spread of the SARS 
‘one another tothe best of ourindi- now. We have a short window of Тһе elderly BLD member, Eu- leamed that BLD held a Massand Virus. 

vidual abilities," the BLD said ina opportunity to uy to contain this” lalio Samson (according to а Fil- а retreat on March 28 and 29. _“Wehave asked our security personnel о ‘watch out for people who spit 
statement posted inits website. Pinal Low, chi microbiologist ipino reporter in Toronto who Theyleamed thatthe sons of Sam- inthe airport premises. We are also asking the publi to keep themselves 

“cis part of our commitment st Mount Sinai Hospital said. was interviewed by the inguiten), зоп had attended the gatherings. from speaking inside the elevators since it is a cramped space," Manda sald 
th each other fa our (BED) Come ? rae MiedatthehospilomApllbut Yet even as BLD cancelled its _ MS Macapagal urged all arriving passengers to fully cooperate with 
munity and to the larger commu- Tracing the infection по one knew ar the time that he religious meetings, many mem- 881110 procedures at airports and other parts of antry, u 
о Ct Orbe tfe bus the mn БАБАН е Der. had gathered to celebrate, Ste Sad that while the government would do "everything within its pow- 
do whatever we can, whatew ‘er and resources to prevent and control an outbreak,” citizens also have to 

lo , whatever members was traced by The Оп April 3, several BLD mem- the birthday ofa member. ic ther she. Retina Dardani and Tre PS RED 
ме are required to do, to help Globe and Mail: bers attended Samson's wake at This possible exposure led о 


stop the spread of a disease that Оп March 16, an elderly BLD the Highland Funeral Home. By health officials to order оп April lonates * ivt р 
has already damaged so тапу memberwenttothe Scarborough then other members of the family 13 the quarantine of ali BLD mem- Japan di s ‘protective equipment! 


THE JAPAN International Cooperation Agency (Jica) has donated to the 
Д я Я Philippines 1,000 disposable “personal protective equipment" made up of 
BLD: A commu nity of cl ose interaction disposable gowns, shoe covers and gloves for healthcare workers who take 
. care of SARS patients in the country’s 16 regional hospitals 
United Laboratories (Unilab) offered to provide 20 thermo-scan equip- 
From page Al out to find "the sheep who had Pascual Adorable, S.J. "Father On top of the Christian En- теп that would enable health workers to get a patient's temperature read- 
gone astraé" soon established the Ado” exhorted the members “not counter and LSS seminars, BLD's ing in seconds. 
official doctrines and dogmas of first districts outside of Manila, in just to pray together but to Беа "renewed" mission now includes — Unliverhas donated disinfecting materials while Johnson 8 Johnson 
the Church. ‘Los Bafios, Cebu, Zamboanga, Bu- community for others.” pastoral care and poverty allevia- provided the Department of Health with alcohol. ‘Armand Nocum 
‘The community was formed by lacan, San Pedro, AFRPNP and Adorable was a pillar of the tion projects. 
the Church's Council of Eides Bacolod. Districts were also set up charismatic renewal movement The five other local dirias are PAL passengers down 30% 
(COE) in 1983, to conduct Chris- іп the Armed Forces of the Philip. іп the Philippines, and pioneered in Baguio, Dumaguete, Jalajala THE PASSENGER load factor for Philippine Airlines (PAL's) international op- 
tian (Marriage, Family, Solo/Sin- pines and the Philippine National the Life in the Spirit Seminars (Rizal), Lipa and Malolos. The dis- erations fell 30 percent from last year to 66 percent in the first 11 days of 
gle Parent, Singles, and Youth) Police. By 1993, there were four and healing services. tricts abroad, aside from Toronto April due to the SARS global outbreak, its president Avelino Zapanta said. 
Encounter and Life in the Spirit additional districts—Laoag, When Father Ado died in 1997, and Hong Kong, are Vancouver and But Zapanta said the SARS scare has been double-edged. 
Seminars (LSS) and basic “forma- Davao, Kabankalan and Lucena. he was succeeded by the Most St. Catharines (Ontario) in Canada; Peres а ta а seins bit of eg esa 
Snipes! Rev Angel N. Lagcemes, DD, and Los Angeles, Rochester, Cleve, În the trans-Pacific (flights) because a number of passengers who (us 
ih essence, BLD's mission was Father Adorable who holds the as to this day. land, Der Mtn, icr, fly through Hong Kong and Taipei are now taking PAL's direct non-stop 
. culled from the Apostle Matthew’s — BlD'sfustspiritualdirectorap- Lagdameo is the current Arch- Oakland, Newark, Albany Long Is- flights,” Zapanta said. 
gospel: "The gik you have re- pointed by the Catholic Bishops bishop of Jaro, Пойо, the third land, San Francisco, Reno, Phoenix, „220211219 not ruling out a reduction of the number of PA Horis mg 
ceived, give as a gift.” Conference of the Philippines’ largest is the country with jai Зее amaa in the Unic- КОО 2nd OA, saying would depend on 'developmertein амоне c 
‘Community “shepherds” sent (CBCP) executive council was РЕ diction over 181 parishes. ed States. са 
А Coverup іп Beijing 
HK folk storm heaven with p raye rs AWORLD Heath Organization sical tas estimated that te oy of eng 
has 100 to 200 cases of the deadly SARS virus—far more than the 37 pub- 
Поу reported. 
From page At most popular goddesses in Hong Kong, a series of rites to call for ing of it. The most natural way is Alan Schnur, head of communicabie disease control in WHO's Beijing of- 
Kong. Fishermen believe the god- help to dispel the disease will be too seek divine protection. fice, said his figure was based on information gathered from health care 
‘worst hitby the mystery virus, which dess protects seafarers. held by the Federation of Taoists in “With people getting panicky workers and other sources and his own knowledge of the Chinese capllal's 
has killed 152 and infected more Other worshippers are beating Hong Kong starting on Thursday. aboutit, theydo.anything to calm health system. 
than 3,500 people in some 30 coun- а path to Wong Tai Sin, Hong Che Kong, a well known an- down, same as in doing yoga, it __ WHO officials have baen very cautious about information they release 
tres since it first emerged in south- Kong's most popular Taoist tem- cient Chinese militarist, is be- gives them confidence. It makes end have said they would base any announcements on scientie data, 
em China in November last year. ple, or Pak Tai, on outlying Che- lieved to have helped residents in sense,” he said. Last Tuesday, WHO experts visited two military hospitals in Beijing as the 
“In the past, the Goddess also ung Chau island. Hong Kong's New Territories to Stephen Sze, a professor of hu- government responded о pressure to be more open about tne deadly out- 
help residents to ward of an epi- Тһе temples are popular dousea cholera epidemic. manities at the City University, A 
demic of cholera,” said Cheung among worshippers pue Towever it can be difficalt to E E je noting анні p CEU HER тагора рене р иеа 
Pak as he offered a bundle of joss fortune as well as information distinguish the linesbetween reli- part of Chinese culture to seek te put pater usive и BE tes, which oper- 
sticks to Tin Hau (Queen of Heav- about their fortunes. gion, superstition and traditional the help of deities. ee Зхане AEE аса. 
E " pers ina has accounted for nearly half of the world's cases of SARS. At least 
еп) at a small temple nestled in “I pray to remain safe and practicessuch as fung shui, schol- “It is because they are getting gq 
" " ys people have died and more than 1,430 have been infected in the world's 
the hillside above Causeway Bay. sound as Wong Tai Sin makes all arssaid. scared ofthe disease, whichshows most populous country. AP, Routers 
“Pm afraid of being infected wishes come true,” said a mid- All three come into play when no signs of being under control. A 2 
with the disease thats why m  dle-aged woman who fought her trying to influence the course of lot of them believe the diseasecan China key to SARS cure 
Ber said Cheung as he recalled way through erowdsto pray tofor luek and fortune, they said. be warded off by worshipping UNITED NATIONS—China's records on SARS are key to knowing whether 
legends about Tin Hau helping goodhealth. Е ascholar on cul- their favorite deities,” he said. the new pneumonia will become a persistent infectious disease such as 
residents а century ago overcome "Не will help us fight the atypi- ture "Follow-up religious rites will malaria or tuberculosis, a World Health Organization expert sald. 
a cholera epidemic. — х cal pneumonia, said the woman University sai ease also be held to thank the heaven- ^ ~The jury is stil out on whether this wil continue to occur, and that de- 
"Tin Hau, whose birthday is ob- who identified herselfasChan Tai. like this, we havenoexplanations ly gods for their help,” when the pends a lot on understanding what Is going on in China,” sald Dr. David 
served next week, is one of the At the temple dedicated to Che why people are gettingsick ordy- disease is under control. АЕР Heymann. AFP 


3 babies born in HK show signs of SARS 


From page Al tion, but a hospital spokesperson Even if you're at home you can ease,” said Liu. "My husband does 
said the baby has been trans- still contract SARS. In fact I want ай the shopping and I rarely go out 
ciated Press. ferred to another hospital. " to go to work but nobody will let now except to goto the clinic.” 

АШ three tested negative for The mother was admitted to А me. I hardly go ош apart from Mavis Tsui, a pregnant Hong 
the coronavirus that isbelievedto Princess Margaret on March 26 t weekends and send reports viae- Kong mother-of-two, admits she 
cause SARS, but Hon said they with symptoms of SARS that mail from home,” she said. is terrified of becoming the next 
"increasingly resembled” SARS quickly worsened. She was placed D ^ * victim of the killer SARS virus. 
cases. It is possible the premature іл intensive care on March 30. Taking precautions Tsui, who tends to a roadside 
births also made them suscepti- She died on Monday, but her “This is the first time 1 have fruit store, is thinking of hiring 
bleto health problems, hesaid. death was not reported until B been confined to my home. ls extra help so she doesn't have to 

Two babies have a fever, ‘Tuesday when Hong Kong gave been like this for weeks now. But spend long hours there. 
which is common in SARS pa- its latest daily update on SARS it's so boring. 1 feel like I have "Гуе been working long hours 
tients, said Hon, who teaches at statistics. n DN been quarantined." because business was good. Peo- 
the Chinese University of Hong Тһе Chineselanguage daily j Other pregnant women have ple are eating lots vf fruits to 
Kong and has been monitoring Ming Pao reported that the father $2. 22 started taking precautions help them fight off SARS. But I 
the babies. had just recovered from SARS М $ against SARS infection. think that my health is worth 

Оле of the mothers, a 34-year- and that the family had lived in Winnie Liu, who is five months more than money now” said 
old, was among nine people Amoy Gardens, a hard-hit apart- pregnant, said she had resigned Tsui. 
old, was among mine people Amoy Gardene a hardi apar, TEMPERATURE ofal pamengers departing kom SARSbatemred ES per job as a shop eam “when I heard ofthe pregnant 

irport. j 
Tuesday, Hong Kong's biggest 3O0casesofthefllkeillness. ifie is above 39.2-C, they are not allowed to ly. This is another two weeks ago “because my hus- mother dying yesterday, I was at 
one-day total yet. The mother had not reached precaution to contain the spread of the mysterious virus. band begged me to give ui first shocked and then scared to 

‘The other two mothers are still full term but her condition had "' hs ax h ЧИН “sar the time, Iwas furious. told death... It's getting hotter now. I 
alive. Hon said he had no infor- gotten so bad doctors decided it said, and doctors had been wor- companies have requested preg- him he was over-reacting. But af- can’t wear this mask all the time, 
mation on their conditions, but was best to go ahead with the ried about its side effects on un- nant employees take paid or un- terarowlagreed...andthesitu Perhaps its time to find some 
he said they were young. birth, the newspaper said, quot- born children. paid leave, or work from home as ation has gotten so serious recent- help. 1 have two daughters but 

The baby, whose mother suc- ing a medical worker from Hong Kong doctors have been the SARS epidemic worsens. lyand that pregnant womandying this will be my first son. 1 just 
cumbed to SARS, was born on Princess Margaret. treating many SARS patients with Wendy Hui, а media executive really made me think it was right don't think 1 will take the risk 
April 1, according to а statement A a combination of ribavirin and who is seven months pregnant, to quit,” she said. anymore,” she added. 
from the Princess Margaret Hos- Moms took antivirals Steroids, a combination that they hasbeen “ordered” byhercompa: “Ihave been taking loads ofvita- SARS has sickened 1,232 peo- 
pital, There was no information АЙ three mothers were taking called effective in many cases. ny to work from home. mins and Chinese medicine to try ple in Hong Kong and has killed 
ап the baby’s gender or condi- the antiviral drug ribavirin, Hon Meanwhile, some Hong Kong *] don't feel that concerned. to protect myself against the dis- at least 56. AB AFP 
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Priests and journalists 


HIS month, the Boston Globe won one of journal- 

ism’s highest honors, the Pulitzer Prize for Public 

I Service. The newspaper was cited for its “coura- 

geous, comprehensive coverage” of sexual abuse by Во- 

man Catholic priests, coverage which the Pulitzer judges 

said “pierced secrecy, stirred local, national, and interna- 

tional reaction, and produced changes” in the world’s 
biggest church. 

EDITORIAL Media critics—those whose job as 

journalists is to cover other journal- 

ists—have welcomed the award as an industry milestone 

on almost the same level as the Pentagon Papers, for 

which the New York Times received the Pulitzer for meri- 

torious public service in 1972, and the Watergate exposé, 

for which the Washington Post won the same prize in 

1973. 

This is heady praise. The media critics based their reac- 
tion on the worldwide impact the Boston Globe's stories 
had created, not only on the Roman Catholic church, but 
on journalism itself. The award for the publication of the 
Pentagon Papers—a secret government-written history of 
the increasingly complicated American involvement in 
‘Vietnam—was a vindication of the public's right to know, 
even in national security matters. The award for the Wa- 
tergate stories, which led of course to Richard Nixon be- 
coming the only American president ever to resign from 
office, was a triumph of enterprise reporting and editorial 
skepticism over official mendacity. Both led to major 
changes in American politics and the practice of journal- 
ism. 

The Boston Globe's reporting on priestly sexual abuse 
led, in 2002 alone, to the passage of at least two new Mas- 
sachusetts laws, the firing of 25 priests in the Boston 
archdiocese and some 450 priests in the United States, 
and the discovery of hundreds of similar sexual abuse cas- 
es in other countries, It led to the resignation, last Decem- 
ber, of Bernard Cardinal Law, the powerful Archbishop of 
Boston. It also led to a greater resolve on the part of the 
media to write about religion with less deference and 
with a greater sense of accountability. 

"One of the unfortunate by-products of the neglect of 
religion has been to let religion off the hook sometimes," 
Charles Haynes, co-author of "Religion in American Pub- 
lic Life," told the Boston Globe. "There may have been 
some kid-glove treatment." 

Now those kid gloves are off, and we think the Roman 
Catholic as well as other churches, in the United States 
as well as in the Philippines and other countries, are ће 
better for it. By and large, the reason lies in today's 
rites. 

Today, Christians observe Holy Thursday, one of the 
three holiest days in the Christian calendar. The com- 
memoration of the Last Supper reminds the faithful that 
the start of the Easter Triduum is the anniversary of the 
Mass—it is the day the Eucharist became, in the words of 
the catechism, the visible sign of an invisible grace. But 
today is also the anniversary of the Christian priesthood. 
Those quaint rites where the celebrant of the Mass wash- 
es the feet of the apostles is actually a reenactment of the 
original ordination. 

There is no lower task in desert communities than the 
washing of a traveler’s feet. (By the same token, and as 
we have learned from the fall of Baghdad, there is no 
greater insult in those same communities than slapping 
an enemy's face with a dust-encrusted slipper.) In unmis- 
takable terms, therefore, the Christian priesthood was 
conceived as the exact opposite of more ancient forms of 
priesthood: service characterized it, not privilege and se- 
crecy. 

It bears repeating that the great majority of priests con- 
tinue to bear faithful witness to their vocation. But the 
sexual abuses committed by some priests have been com- 
mitted—have in fact been made possible and continue to 
thrive— precisely in that ancient atmosphere of privilege 
and secrecy, 

“We're just beginning to come to grips with the fact that 
this is corruption and it is, in fact, systemic. In the coun- 
tries where it is being dealt with openly, the church will 
come to health more quickly,” said Tom Roberts, editor of 
the US-based National Catholic Reporter. 

In other words, the cure for the scandal lies in open- 
ness, in а return to the transparency of service. Journal- 
ists without kid gloves can help in that journey. 
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TOMORROW, Good Friday, blood will again 
flow in many parts of the Philippines as scores 
of flagellants whip themselves bloody and 
some even have themselves nailed to the cross. 
In fact, crucifixion and flagellation are becom- 
ing epidemic. In Barangay San Pedro Cutud in 
Pampanga, at least 12 penitents will be nailed 
to the cross tomorrow and some 500 flagel- 
lants will flog themselves silly as thousands of 
foreign and local tourist gawk at them. Lesser 
crucifixions and flagellation will take place in 
other parts of the country such as Cainta in 
Rizal and Navotas in Metro Manila. 

All the blood that flows from penitents on 
just one day of the year would be enough to 
supply the needs of the Red Cross blood bank 
for a month. That would help those who need 
blood, too, and would undoubtedly please 
Christ more, but donating blood to the blood 
bank is not as dramatic as crucifixion and flag- 
ellation and does not attract tourists. And you 
are not immortalized in the newspapers and 
television. In Pampanga recently, I saw a scrap- 
book of a penitent with newspaper clippings of 
himself painstakingly preserved between plas- 
tic covers. On the wall of his house was a 
framed photograph of himself nailed to the 
cross. In this man's house, the photographs 
and clippings of his brief moments of fame 
have replaced the framed diplomas and scrap- 
books of school mementos that are common- 
place in most Filipino homes. 

T think that penitents, especially those who 
are nailed to the cross repeatedly, are, deep in 
their hearts, exhibitionists. They want people 
to gawk at them. They have the same yearning 
as the star-struck sex kittens shedding their 
clothes and baring all in order to attract atten- 
tion and eventually become stars in show biz 
Like them, the penitents also want their place 
inthesun. 

And attention and plenty of sun they do get 
as they percolate in the heat of the midday sun 
of Good Friday while thousands of sadistic 


JESUS Christ's name has been used by the 
powerful to entomb a great deal of the world's 
population and bring those who survive into 
the fold. It was used by the various popes at the 
start of the second millennia to slaughter the 
Saracens during the Crusades, which lasted 
several centuries. It was used by the kings of 
Europe during the second half of the second 
millennia to bring the world to its knees and 
put chains around its legs and arms, a process 
that came to be known as colonialism, which 
also lasted for centuries. It is currently being 
used by George W. Bush and his coterie in 
Washington to justify a modem version of 
White Man's Burden, which entails putting the 
Tear of God in a world that refuses to worship 
at its feet, an enterprise that hopefully will not 
last centuries. 

But who was Jesus Christ? How could his 
name possibly have been invoked to sanction. 
these things? 

First off, he was not a white man, he was 
“colored folk,” as the slave owners of the 
American South referred to his kind. He did 
not have an aquiline nose, like the popes. He 
did not have blond hair and blue eyes, like the 
kings of Europe. He did not have white skin 
like the president of the United States and his 
coterie in Washington. He was a Jew, born in 
the pit of what is now called the Holy Land, a 
land that also birthed Mohammad, whom 
Muslims believe was the greatest prophet of 
all, diviner of things, messenger of Allah. 

Christ had features like any typical Jew or 
Arab, dark skin and dark eyes, disheveled hair 
that fell to his shoulders, an unshaven face. 
Certainly, he did not look like Jeffrey Hunter or 
any of the Hollywood stars who have since 
соте to portray him. Well, he might have 
locked like Willem Dafoe in "The Last Tempta- 
tion of Christ,” but that's another story. When 
he was born, there was no snow to inspire any- 
one to sing "White Christmas." Though it was 
bitter cold, the desert winds coughing wintry 
chill. Christ's wanderings in the desert would 
have made his skin even darker and rougher. 
His hands, already callused by learning his fa- 
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tourists who like to see blood and violence 
watch them. 

The tourists flock to these exhibitions not to 
appreciate the Philippine scenery as most tou- 
its do, but to see something weird and 
strange, something bizarre. These are most like- 
ly the same tourists with the strange fascination 
for mummies, trekking up the Cordillera moun- 
tains justto see—and inevitably—smell them. 

Why do the masochistic penitents do this? 
Ask them and they reply that it is to atone for 
their sins, to fulfill a panata (vow), to thank 
God for a favor, such as the healing of a sick rel- 
ative, or to ask Him for a favor, such as a job in 
the Middle East, or perhaps to win the lotto. 

They believe that if they break their vows, 
God would be angry and bad luck would de- 
scend on them and their families. Thus, they 
are hooked to their panatas for the rest of their 
lives. And sometimes, their descendants, too. 

The penitents are not only growing in num- 
ber, they are also getting younger. In Barangay 
San Pedro Cutud, three teenagers will join the 
procession of flagellants tomorrow. In the 
same place one Good Friday, a woman peni- 
tent was nailed to the cross. Foreigners too, аге 
joining the masochistic orgy. In 1996, a 
Japanese had himself crucified. 

Some town fathers—and perhaps the De- 
partment of Tourism too—encourage the 
bizarre ritual because they attract tourists and 
bring their barangay fame (notoriety) plus 
tourist dollars. The Catholic Church is on the 
record as frowning on the practice but that is 
as far as it goes. Priests don't deliver sermons 
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ther's trade before he went into "public life" 
would have become more so over the years 
Nor to speak of his feet from all that walking. 
That brings me to the second thing. Jesus 
Christ was not born into royalty, into a family 
that could presume to rule the world as a mat- 
ter of birthright. His father was a carpenter, 
though Joseph's paternity would always be 
suspect, and his mother was an urban poor 
housewife. They did their best to keep body 
and soul together in the slums of Jerusalem 
until Christ set out on his own. Christs ret- 
inue—his apostles and disciples—and audi- 
ence were as impoverished as he was. They 
were fishermen, carpenters, artisans, rabble 
Trousers, itinerant vendors, drifters, hustlers, 
whores. Mary Magdalene was the most famous 
of the last, though her relationship to Christ 
has been a subject of much debate, the more 
pious refusing to admit any intimate possibili- 
ties. One way to look at itis that Christ did not 
walk the streets of Makati and did not talk to 
the executives there, he walked the streets of 
Quiapo and talked to the derelicts there. 
Naturally, the religious leaders of his time, 
the Pharisees, who deemed themselves Jeho- 
vah's designates, were resentful of his success. 
One way to look at it as well is Jaime Cardinal 
Sin and the other Catholic clergy being resent- 
ful of El Shaddai's success with the rabble. 
Though I admit it is monumentally heretical to 
suggest even remotely that Mike Velarde re- 
sembles Christ in any way. At the very least, фе 
differences lie in the miracles they performed. 
Christ turned water into wine. Velarde turned 
faith into cash. Christ made the blind see, the. 
lame walk, the dead live again. Velarde made 
the seeing blind, the healthy lame and the liv- 


against it nor talk to the penitents themselves 
to educate and discourage them from the prac- 
tice 

They can tell the penitents that there are 
‘many other ways to atone for their sins, or to 
thank God for favors given, or to make vows 
that would please Him more in exchange for 
favors asked, but the priests rarely do that. 

In fact, the practice could have been 
brought here from Mexico through intense re- 
ligiosity brought on by the Church in the first 
place. The rituals during Holy Week reliving 
the suffering, death and resurrection of Christ 
"were engendered by the Church in the belief 
that dwelling on Christ's suffering to save 
mankind would make the people walk the 
straight and narrow. The penitents were only 
imitating the suffering of Christ in the belief 
that the more they suffer the more kindly will 
He look on them and reward them. 

But this has not lessened one bit the number 
of criminals and crooks of all types, high and 
low, in the Philippines. On the contrary, the 
number of crooks, especially in the govern- 
ment, seems to increase in direct proportion to 
the increase in the number of penitents every 
year. Perhaps this is because of the wrong be- 
lief that if you flagellate yourself or are nailed 
to the cross on Good Friday, all your sins for the 
rest of the year are forgiven and you can start 
to sin again with a clean slate. 

Worse, the rituals only project us to the 
‘world as a nation of masochists. 

Like the Church, the government is not dis- 
couraging the barbaric rituals either. Anything 
that attracts tourists, like the tribesmen danc- 
ing around in G-strings, and guided tours to. 
the mummy caves of the Cordilleras, are wel- 
come. 

We are selling our country to the world's 
tourists in the same way that "darkest Africa" 
was sold to the Western world in the old days: 
that we are a primitive and backward country 
with quaint and strange rituals. 


ing dead again. But that is another story. 

"The point simply is: Christ never saw the 
world from the eyes of the rich and powerful, 
he saw the world from the eyes of the poor and. 
weak. How he could be invoked later by con- 
querors to justify their conquests, that is a mir- 
acle of the kind Velarde performs. 

‘That brings me to the last thing: Jesus Christ 
did not belong to the race of the conquerors, 
he belonged to the race of the conquered. The. 
place he lived ín was an outpost of the Roman. 
empire, administered for Caesar by local Jew- 
ish officials, civil and religious, Not unlike the 
local governments in the colonized countries 
in the second half of the second millennia, up. 
until World War II. Not unlike the government. 
of Afghanistan and the one being manufac- 
tured in Iraq today. Not unlike the Philippine 
government to this very day, administered by 
locals for the American Caesar. 

Christ's world was one where to speak one’s 
truth was to be called a subversive. Or where 
to speak anything other than what was official- 
ly sanctioned by Rome was to court death. 
‘That was how Christ ended up on the sala of 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, charged with being 
anti-Roman by the Pharisees and their lackeys. 
‘That was how he ended up nailed to the cross 
on a hill, charged with subverting Roman rule 
by preaching things that deviated from the 
prevailing set of beliefs, which therefore chal- 
Jenged the prevailing order of things. When all 
Christ preached was that the hardest thing to. 
conquer was not a distant land, it was one's 
heart, The greatest challenge was not waging 
war, it was waging peace. The greatest victory 
was not wreaked by fire and sword, it was 
wrought by love and compassion. 

Ironically, it would prove to be the most tru- 
ly subversive thing of all. An idea so powerful 
it would outlive the most powerful empire at 
that time and persist to this day. The truth is: 
Empires crumble, truth does not, 

Something to think about in these holiest of 
days. 


Comments to dequiros@info.com.ph 
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Sisters give poor students fighting chance 


AS expected, Sen. Panfilo Lacson has filed his mo- 
tion asking the Supreme Court to reconsider its 
April 1 ruling that ordered the Quezon City RTC 
Branch 81 to reopen the 11 multiple-murder Ku- 
ratong Baleleng (KB)cases that implicated the 
former PNP official and other accused. In a 99- 
page motion, the senator claimed that the high 
court's revival of the cases against him is clearly 
"political persecution,” thus invoking the argu- 
ment of Justice Angelita Sandoval-Gutierrez, one 
of four dissenters in the SC decision. 

Interestingly, Lacson asked the, ponente 
himself, Justice Romeo Callejo, to inhibit him- 
self, citing how he had earlier inhibited him- 
self in the KB deliberations of the Court of Ap- 
peslsin 2001, of which he was then a member, 

the CA Callejo argued that his nephew-in- 
law, PNP intelligence officer Jaime Caringal, 
had been involved in the investigation of the 
KB cases, But at the SC, Callejo told his col- 
leagues that after checking out its records, he 
realized Caringal had no part in the KB investi- 

ation. As a result, he felt no need to inhibit. 

imself in the SC's deliberations; and as for- 
mer Senate President Jovito Salonga noted in 
Kilosbayan magazine, not one of his col- 
leagues even hinted of the need for him to in- 
hibit himself from the KB cases. 

But Lacson's lawyers seem bent on disqualify- 
ing Callejo by all means. Media reports say that 
Lacson’s camp has recruited lawyer Gilbert San- 
tos in addition to help chief counsel Philip Sig- 
fried Fortun, but sources say there is another 
counsel just recruited whose name still has not 
gurfaced, but who happens to be a very good 
friend of Callejo. The idea of recruiting this coun- 
sel seems to be to pressure Callejo to stay out of 
the case because they are close friends, 

"The move is not without precedent. During the 
trial of Ninoy Aquino in the Marcos years for be- 
ing "underage" as senator, he was ably represent- 
ed by a battery of high-caliber lawyers led by bar 
topnotcher Salonga, But Justice Arsenio Dizon, 
‘who was related to Ninoy Aquino, had to disqual- 
ify himself from the deliberations. To “get even” 


BECAUSE we came late for a doctors appoint- 
ment, we were pushed to the back of the line and 
we had more than an hour to “kil.” 

During that time, 1 first thumbed through a 
newspaper, reading even the usually boring bus 
ness news, But when this lost its appeal, Iremem- 
bered the “project.” Гуе been planning our silver 
anniversary for months now, and even though it's 
not until December, I've imagined and re-imag- 
ined it in my head. Now, with an hour of “empty” 
time on my hands, I decided to put down some of 
my thoughts on paper—or rather, in digital form. 

1 whipped out my PDA and portable keyboard 
and proceeded to prepare the text for our invita- 
tion, reception card and tokens. | was also able to 
plan the format for а planned "Book of Memo- 
Ties" which we will give away to guests. It was al- 
most with regret that I heard a nurse call us, for I 
‘was so deep into the project, I was ready to tackle 
even a proposed budget! 

Аз Sarah Ban Breathnach, well known as the 
author of “Simple Abundance,” writes: "It's the lit- 
Че moments that are so maddening. The ones we 
aren't even: supposed to notice we're wasting.” Life 
has become so hectic, true, but strewn about those 
hectic days are little parcels of time that require us 
to wait...and wait...and wait...and stew with im- 
patience as we watch the second hand fleet by. 

Waiting is truly an art, an art that requires the 
productive use of otherwise wasted time that 
comes in short bursts. Still, one can come up 
with ways of whiling time away that not only 
distract and entertain one, but even enrich and 
reward. 

Here are some suggestions for “creative wait- 
ing” from Breathnach in her book “Romancing 
the Ordinary: A Year of Simple Splendor" 


THE TRICK in transforming waiting into life's. 
extra recess opportunities is to prearrange ac- 
tivities that can be accomplished or enjoyed in 
short takes...things that, in fact, you might not 
even think to do had you more time at your 
disposal. 
Consider the investment of a small cassette 
layer with an ear-phone... Don’t play familiar 
worites, but use the device to explore new 


TODAY, Holy Thursday, as war rages, this little 
corner shifts gears. 

Since ancient times, peoples and nations have 
been waging war against their kind, invoking the 
name of their God, killing and dying in the name 
of their God. Plundering, pillaging, destroying, 
seeking revenge in the name of their God. 

Was this really in the name of God? Or in the 
пате of religion? 

‘And yet, since ancient times, sages and saints, 
mystics and martyrs from different cultures and 
‘walks of life have had one common deep experi- 
ence of God. In deepest prayer, in stillness and in 
silence God comes, breaking the barriers of cul- 
ture, religion and geography to enter the land- 
scape of the soul. This God with many names, as 
many privileged souls have experienced, comes 
as light. 

In “Unbounded Light: The Inward Journey" 
(William E. Williams, editor) are 15 accounts 
about the inner light culled from ancient scrip- 
tures, first-person accounts and modern science. 

‘There are many names for the inner light—Ver- 
зо, Param Prakash, Dvya Jyoti, Amitabha, Noor-e- 
Пан, Shekina, Chandma. s this light merely a re- 
ligious metaphor or is it real as real can be? Sim- 
ple seekers, saints, sages and mystics throughout 

istory from a diversity of cultures, ages, lan- 
guages and perspectives plus the corroborative 
evidence of modern science reveal that it is a very 
real experience—of God. 

Here are experiences of those who have come 
face to face with, touched, felt, seen, tasted the 
Light that defies understanding. 

“My body became immovably rooted; breath 
was drawn out of my lungs as if by some huge 
magnet, Soul and mind instantly lost their physical 
bondage and streamed out like a fuid piercin 
light fom my every pore. The fesh was as though 
dead, yet in my intense awareness I knew that nev- 
er before had I been fully alive.”—Paramahansa 
Yogananda, "Autobiography of a Yogi.” 

"If I were to spend years and years imagining 
how to invent anything so beautiful, 1 could not 
doit..it exceeds all that we can imagine. It is not 


with the prosecution and balance the loss of Di- 
zon, Ninoys lawyers recruited Norberto 
Quisumbing, who happened to be the brother-in- 
law of then Associate Justice Enrique Fernando, 
Who was close to Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos 
and who later served as Marcos chief justice. Fer- 
nando had to inhibit himself, in accordance with 
SC practice about family relationships. 

All these moves can be considered part of 
the "tricks" of the legal profession, but I don't. 
see why Callejo has to inhibit himself on the 
Lacson motion just because his close friend is 
defending the senator. It is quite natural for 
close friends to have even violent differences 
of opinion. Moreover, the former San Beda law 
professor has a staunch reputation for integri- 
ty and independent-mindedness. But even as- 
suming he gets disqualified, it is doubtful if the 
other nine SC justices who voted to reopen the 
KB cases would change their positions. 

To stay sane in the midst of all the problems 
around us, I follow music whenever I have а 
chance, and over the past few days I had the good 
fortune of listening to the performance of a world- 
dass German cellist named Claus Kanngiesser, 
who is also the deputy director of the largest and 
best-known music school in Europe, the 
Musikhochschule in Cologne. He performed solo 
and with 11 young Filipino cellists at the newly 
renovated St.Cecilia's Hall of St. Scholastica's Col- 
lege, and then with Filipino pianist Raul Sunico, 
the new dean of the UST Conservatory of Music, at 
one of those soirees for which German Ambas- 
sador Herbert Jess’ residence is getting famous for. 

All these thanks to my friend from the Old Holy 


The art of waiting 
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sounds that you will truly attend to: audiotapes 
of poetry; lively, fun and new-to-you music (Ca- 
lypso, folk songs, 305 jazz); soothing Gregorian 
chants or Elizabethan lute songs. Or how about 
the sound track to your favorite movie? "Screen" 
the scenes in your inner eye wherever you are. 

Carry a small artist's sketchbook and slender, 
pocket-size color markers and draw yourself a 
diary of your thoughts, feelings, surroundings. 
No artist would go out of the house without one. 
because inspiration is everywhere. 

‘Take up a portable, easily stop-and-start 
craft such as tatting or crocheting. In (a few) 
days, you could create a fine lace edging for 
lingerie, a Tshirt, or a pillowcase, with simply 
a ball of cotton string. 

Organize what has probably been wasting 
your time for too long: fill in a new address 
book that has spaces for all those e-mail ad- 
dresses, fax numbers and office versus home 
number and transfer into it all those marginal, 
scribbled updates from your old book, one sec- 
Чоп at a time. You might even go over the top 
and include the names of spouses or significant 

others, children, pets, birthdays. You'd nev- 
er take the time to do this, so take advantage of 
the opportunity. 

TOO eariy for an appointment? Stop at a card 
store and read the funny greeting cards. Antici- 
pate coming occasions: instead of buying those 
cards in a rush when the dates are upon you, look 
for just the right images and messages and get 
them NOW. Add a "stickie" to each card pur- 
chased, to remind you of the intended recipient, 
and dip them to your calendar when you get 
оте. 


The inner light 
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а radiance which dazzles, but a soft whiteness 
and an infused radiance."—St. Teresa of Avila 

“What would the universe look like riding on a 
beam of light?...(Por Einstein, this inquiry was at 
once spiritual and scientific. He would later as- 
sert) I maintain that the cosmic religious feeling 
is the strongest and noblest motive for scientific 
research." —Albert Einstein 

“In this light my spirit suddenly saw through 
all, and in and by all, the creatures; even herbs 
and grass it knew God, who he is and how he is 
and what his will is. And suddenly in that light 
my will was set on by a mighty impulse to de- 
scribe the Being of God." —Jacob Boehme (1575- 
1624), shoemaker, mystic 

“There is an ascent of the soul toward the Di- 
vine Light, therefore shall your heart and soul in 
the end attain to union with that Light, The heart 
is the dwelling place of that which is the Essence 
of the universe..the very Essence of God. Tear 
aside the veils of all you see in this world and you 
will find yourself apart in solitude with God, you 
will see that all is one with the Essence of your 
pure soul."—Farid al-Din Attar (1142-1220) 

"Т saw into that which was without end, things 
which cannot be uttered, and of the greamess and 
infinitude of the love of God, which cannot be ex- 
pressed by words. .This | saw in the pure openings 
of the Light without the help of any man."—George. 
Fox (1624-1691), founder of the Quakers 

“A wondrous delight and most pleasant illumi- 
nation beyond all comprehension." —Rabbi 
Isaan Eisik (1806-1874) 

“Within the domain of our mind there is a Bud- 
dha of enlightenment who sends forth a powerful 


Ghost College and UP the former Aida Zita, who 
married а nice German guy named Dieter Re- 
ichert. Aida and Dieter share a friendship with 
Claus dating from their New York City stay in the 
late 'é0s, when Claus studied at the famed Juil- 
liard School of Music and Aida and Dieter did 
graduate work at Columbia University. Claus be- 
Came the godfather of Dieters’ son and over the 
years he has been to Manila three times, conduct- 
ing music clinics here. 

But perhaps more meaningful for me was 
Kanngieser’s inspired playing last Saturday 
before some 2,800 highly appreciative stu- 
dents of “Girlstown,” a high school for girls 
from very poor families in Bacood, Sta. Mesa, 
Manila run by the Sisters of Mary. The Re- 
icherts, who are very involved with the school 
опа volunteer basis, coaxed me to see for my- 
self how these low-profile nuns from the order 
founded by the late Msgr. Aloysius Schwartz 
are helping, in Dieter's words, “to alleviate the 
effects of a life of poverty particularly on the 
most important segment—the youth.” The sis- 
ters run two girls schools in Manila and Tal- 
isay, Cebu and two boys’ schools in Cavite and 
Minglanilla, Cebu. Their emphasis is on aca- 
demics and vocational training in various 
skills as well as values formation, but in addi- 
tion they also provide board and lodging. 

Watching the young girls relish Kanngiesers 
playing 1 thought, how aly lucky they are to be 
given a fighting chance in their future. By some un- 
Canny coincidence, the following afternoon, I was 
doing my regular consiuional walk on the UP 
campus in Diliman and I ran into four young girls 
shot the sae ap ihe Bacood gb раро Е 
very grimy They were. on sm: 
which 1 knew contained rugby and T TM 
them about it, which they did not deny. I asked why 
they were resorting to rugby, knowing it was bad 
for their health; they said it helped them forget 
their problems. I walked away feeling helpless and 
бекасй, thinking, if only all the rugby mifing 
young girls could fall under the Sisters of Mary's 
‘wings, what a better world this would be. 


For sit-down waiting interludes, teach yourself 
origami, via a pack of paper and а softbound in- 
struction book. Offer the other people in your 
waiting area your finished figures with a smile. 
(Wouldn't it be magical to see the entire roomful 
of people become absorbed in folding a paper 
menagerie—like a scene out of a French film—all 
the more enchanting if it’s a room full of grown- 
ups!) 

Discover the joy of short stories and essay com- 
pilations—each so absorbing, so satisfying, and 
complete in but a few pages. Go for the exot- 
ic,—cultures that aren't your own—and erotic 
classics, such as Sir Richard Burton's grown-up, 
unexpurgated "A Thousand and One Nights” or 
Anais Nin’ "Delta of Venus." 

FOR LAUNDROMAT reading take along some 
offbeat classic, say “The Scarlet Pimpernel,” or 
‘Samuel Beckett's play “Waiting for Godot.” And 

‘on for size being an intellectual. Carry a book 
of truly evocative poetry that sets you pondering 
while you're pausing: Yeats, Whitman, Neruda, 
Tagore, Dickinson, Eluard. Allow yourself to be 
transported, a single poem at a time, into the 
mysterious cavern of your own longings. Then 
memorize a verse and enjoy spicing up staid din- 
ner-party conversation when it just rolls so ef- 
fortiessly off your tongue... 

Learn to play solitaire—not the computer 
game, but the real thing, with cards. Little sur- 
prise that the British name for this old game is 
Patience. 

Pretend you're a famous person, incognito. 
Keep a pair of outrageous dark sunglasses or 
ones with wild vintage frames in your purse 
for just such boring moments. Feel mysteri- 
‘ous, inscrutable. See if, without actually doing 
anything, you can will others to look at you 
wonderingly, wondrously. See if you can set 
them thinking: How come she looks so calm, 
so contented? What's her secret? 

Probably because she knows how to cool 
her heels with panache. Now, so do you. And 
trust me, all these minute diversions work like. 
a charm. I should know; I thought them up 
while waiting, of course. 


light."—the Sutra of Hui-neng 

^l entered into the innermost part of my- 
self. and 1 saw.. above the same eye of my soul, 
above my mind, the light unchangeable...He who 
knows that light knows eterniry..You flashed, 
you shone, you scattered my blindness: you 
breathed perfume, and I drew in my breath and! 
pant for you; Itasted and 1am hungry and thirsty; 
you touched me and I bumed for your 
peace.”—Saint Augustine of Hippo 

“itis the nature of matter itself, of pure primor- 
dial substance. Substance dissolves into light... 
is the literal and exact truth. We are composed of 
incipient radiance."—George Greenstein, "The 
Symbiotic Universe" 

“And God created Light "—the Bible 

“This is the only method to bridge the gulf at 
present yawning between science and religion, 
between warring political ambitions and ideolo- 
gies, between religious faiths, race, nations, 
Classes and finally between men. This is the im- 
‘mortal light, held aloft by nature from time im- 
memorial to guide the faltering footsteps of 
erring humanity across the winding path of evo- 
lution, the light which shone in the prophets and 
sages of antiquity, which continues to shine in the 
men of genius and seers today, and will continue 
to shine for all eternity.” —Gopi Krishna "Kundali- 
ni, the Evolutionary Energy in Man" 

"The divine experience comes with a natural 
inevitability to the sincere devotee...The Lord as 
the Cosmic Vision is drawn by that magnetic ar- 
dor into the secker's range of consciousness. Long 
concentration on the liberating spiritual eye...d 
stroys all delusions concerning matter anc 
gravitational weight; (the seeker) sees the uni- 
verse as the Lord created it: an essentially undif- 
ferentiated mass of light. Prepare to absorb the 
liberating shock of omnipresence."—Yogananda 

What is your own experience of the Light? 

Here I add Rabindranath Tagore's god-experi- 
ence as expressed in his immortal "Gitanjali": "I 
have tasted of the hidden honey of this lotus that 
expands on the ocean of light... 

‘Advance Easter greetings. Lumen Christi! 


` 


ТМА 
Scent of the Nazarene 


ILIKE scents. I feel good whenever I smell good. I think in- 
herited this penchant for scent from my father who is a Don 
‘when it comes to cau de cologne, eau de toilette, eau de par- 
fum and even simple after-shaves. 

Even on an ordinary day in the house, he likes to catch our 
attention by splashing on perfume and walking hurriedly 
past.—his scent strongly trailing behind him. The smell of 
musk and wood and — — — — — — — — —— 
spices would linger 
in the air and remain. 
there for a few sec- 
onds until our noses 
finally get numb. 

A lawyer by pro- 
fession, my father 
served as chief pa- 
role officer im the 
Board of Pardons 
and Parole of the De- 
partment of Justice before retiring from government service. 
in 1999. 

Tadmire my father for his innate goodness and deep faith 
in God. His deep faith in God made me look up to him as a 
sturdy anchor in times of trials and difficulties. He keeps a 
regular prayer time, reads the Bible every night and partici- 
pates actively as a member of Couples for Christ, together 
with my mother. 

His fondness for religious items also speaks of his spiritu- 
ality. He has a collection of small crosses and religious pen- 
dants dangling on silver chains. He also has a good number 
of rosaries and rosary rings made of wood, metal, seed ог 
plastic. 

Religious as he is and impeccable as his taste in perfume 
may be, I always treasure my father's opinion on things, until 
one day as I was preparing to leave the house, I sprayed on 
this new cologne I bought from the department store, Scur- 
tying around the house for last-minute preparations, T 
jumped past my father who stopped on his heels, taking no- 
tice of the new olfactory sensation that reached his nose. 

"What's the new perfume?" he asked. 

“Mabango ba (Does it smell good)?" I asked. 

"Amoy Nazareno ka (You smell like the Nazarene)," he 
replied. 

1 was stunned upon hearing that. Immediately, the image 
of the Black Nazarene of Quiapo flashed in my mind and I 
imagined myself wearing the same velvety cloak while carry- 
ing a large wooden cross. I didn't know if T should feel flat 
tered or insulted. Do I smell old and dusty like a religious 
santo or do I exude a scent so heavenly it reminded him of a 
religious icon like the Nazarene, or was it a smell synony- 
mous to goodness or sacredness perhaps? I could be jumping 
‘with joy for my father thinking that I am on the road to holi- 
ness or sainthood. Remember the incorruptible bodies of 
saints (St. Therese of Liseux, St. Jean Marie Vianey, St. 
Bernadette of Lourdes, St. Catherine of Laboure, etc.) on 
whom the natural law of decomposition appears to have 
been held back and whose physical bodies were preserved 
and devoid of any smell of putrefaction? Could I be smelling 
the same way? 

1 failed to plumb the real meaning of his words until the 
day he, together with my mother, left for the United States as 
immigrants. Today, [still use the same cologne. And whenev- 
er I smell it, it reminds me of that funny remark made by my 
father. 

"Amoy Nazareno ka.” 

And while the strong sweet scent overwhelms me with 
fond memories of the past, the mystery of what he really 
meant lingers like perfume that refuses to be blown away. 


YouNc BLoop 


Iris Sheila С. Crisostomo 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Iris Sheila G. Crisostomo, 27, is a writer at the Philamlife In- 
surance Co. 


WHATEVER HAPPENED ТО. . .? 


Urban Bank officers’ case 


THE PRESIDENT of the closed Urban Bank, Teodoro 
Borlongan, together with his senior vice president Nida 
Santos, vice president Cecilia Magugat, assistant vice 
president Rene Colin Gray and bank teller Marie Cecille 
Lopez were charged with estafa through falsification of 
commercial documents before the Makati Regional Tri- 
al Court on Oct. 3, 2002. Branch 64 Judge Delia Pan- 
ganiban was assigned to handle the case. 

The case came from a complaint filed by Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas officials accusing the aforementioned 
officers of withdrawing P5 million in deposits without 
the authority and knowledge of the depositors, former 
‘San Miguel Corp. president Francisco Eizmendi and his 
wife Aurora. The transaction involved a check which 
was allegedly encashed on April 26, 2000, but it was 
made to appear in bank records that it was done on 
‘April 25 or on the day the bank declared a bank holi- 
day. 

Urban Bank shut down its operations following 
weeks of heavy withdrawal caused by reports that its af- 
filiate, Urbancorp Investments Inc., was about to go 
down. The bank ran out of cash after its management 
used the bulk of Urban's money in а matter of few 
‘weeks to buy loan papers of Urbancorp. 

The accused voluntarily surrendered on Oct. 4, 2002 
and each posted a P40,000 bail bond. They filed a mo- 
tion for judicial determination of probable cause on 
Oct. 14 with prayer to dismiss the case. 

On Nov. 15, Borlongan moved to transfer the case to 
RTC Branch 133 Judge Napoleon Inoturan contending 
that a similar case was filed against him with the said 
branch. Borlongan was referring to an earlier case filed 
against him, but which had been dismissed on July 26, 
2002, even before he was arraigned. 

‘Without resolving the Oct. 14 motion, Panganiban 
granted the transfer of the case on Dec. 16. She said In- 
oturan is “better placed to appreciate the case and de- 
termine whether or not, with the amendments now in- 
stituted in the present information, there is probable 
cause to hold all accused for trial.” 

On Dec. 23, Branch 133 received the case records. 
But Inoturan suspended the proceeding on Jan. 3, 
2003, through a motion by the prosecution which cited 
the unresolved Oct, 14 motion before Panganiban, On 
Jan. 17, the prosecution also filed a motion seeking 
Panganiban’s reconsideration regarding her order 
transferring the case to Inoturan. 

Considering these two pending motions, Inoturan 
ordered the return of the case records to Panganiban to 
facilitate the resolution of the pending motions. 

Case status: Panganiban is set to decide on the mo- 
tion of the accused. Meanwhile, the accused have yet to 
bearraigned. Armin Adina, PDI Research Department 
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т Purine = Who are and are not entitled 
LETTERS X tothe Meralco refund? 


d THE SUPREME COURT has con- меге charging for their goods and 
firmed its earlier decision order- services sold to the public and the 
ing Meralco to refund to its cus- taxes denied the government. In 
tomers P28 billion in overcharged effect, the publie bore Meals 
i illing since 1994, The questions overcharge to the commercial 
Urging care [atarie nowis where willMeral- and industrial users by the in- 
co get the P28 billion without par- creased prices for goods and ser- 
м using. sag itself, to the detriment of vices, and the government was 
Muslim tag the public, and who will be enti- denied taxes on profits that were 
Зебо the refund? diminished by the overcharge. 
er jeralco need not make any The commercial and industrial 
Е ано om outlay of fresh funds to refund its users lost nothing except compet- 
you tha the Interfaith Forum for customers It may just assign P28 itiveness if they are exporters. It 
Solidarity and Peace in Pagadian pillion worth of its equity to its is near impossible to assess this 
City and Zamboanga del Sur is а customers. Each existing stock- loss. 
venue for fellowship among peo- holders equity shall be dimin- Тһе P28-billion refund should 
ple from various tribes and reli- ished by a proportionate amount go to the domestic users as equity 
gions in Pagadian City and Zam- to cover the P28 billion, The in the utility company and they 
boanga del Sur, Mindanao. Its shareholders benefited by the тау be compensated via rebates 
convenors include representatives overcharge since 1994 and it is in their billings taken out of the 
from the Subanen community, only fair that they pay this back by annual profit accruing to the P28 
Muslim community, the Protes- the diminution of the value of billion equity now assigned to 
tant religious sector and myself, their shares. Meralco’s total share- them. The amount of the rebate 
representing the Catholics. The holders’ equity will пог change ex- shall be proportionate to their 
N ow th e must leave Ira purpose of our coming together cept that P28 billion will now be power consumption for the previ- 
Fegularly is to promote under. oWned byitscustomers entitled to ous year. The P26-billion equity 
E cad emacs ша, ECTS E RUE shall remain in perpetuity for the 
О sec vine xa scire mone May cie В picnic fri, COMO Ma elei ele UU eet A pem as DM d 
Jufferedby Iaqatthehandsofthe tional product of $3,416 in 1984 present-time Og and Magog leave thereby paving the way for heat- CUM shall beentitledtoare. Mamagementof Meralco should 
eri Бу падае the United was down to $450 in 1995, caus- the devastated country and let the tainment of solidarity, justice and fund, Imdusrial and commercial be taken away from the Lopez 
Kingdom greatly pale in compari- ing 5 million professional and fraternal Arab countries recon- peace in our province and city in users are not entitled to any re- conglomerate. y 5 
son to what it suffered during the skilled Iraqis to leave and work in struct Iraq and help the Iraqis re- particular, and the whole nation, fund because, as they were using "LEP DAKANAY JR., 
years of controlled isolation im- other countries. gain their dignity, sovereign faith in general. power with overcharged rates 43 Baltazar St., 
posed by the West after the Gulf The only point for jubilation and good dreams. After deep reflection and since 1994, they were recovering Philamlife Village, 
War. Because of non-availability of over the speed with in which Sad- Not all winners deserve the lengthy sharing on the matter of this from the higher prices they Las Piñas City 
needed medicines, 5,000 children dam Hussein hasbeen taken outof crowning glory, especially if the аана if not eur Mon 
below S years old died monthly, the picture, is that it could finally means applied are tainted with cating biases and prejudices i 
and a total of 1,800,000 Iraqis pave the way for an end to ће the horrors of war. bound Мой ey Cun Lessons from Enron to consider 
perished from 1991 to 2002. Ве. Iraqis suffering. But in overthrow- —JAMESD.FRANCISCO, the forum finally formulate е em 
Cause of the imposed oil for food ing a madman, the madman’s мс PNB Financial Center, PasayCity Resolution No. 01, series of pict or vomer uil Е асва a 
2003, earnestly appealing to ail ictory ideas. How the embattled the Supreme Court revealed the 
Further to amendments to the Labor Code liz aad n broadcast to rerala COMPRE Shenk Ue paid at ot- oed of Meralco D drowing o 
Pom asing the word “Muslim in бетей by the Supreme Court di. the consumers its income tax debt 
THIS is a reaction to the letter of seriously by labor and manage- бх the minimum wage; through referring to wrongdoers coming  TeclyTelatestowhetherthealmost to the government by making this 
TIS ica M о те пы о. ment, E a prescription for endless negotiations, it fixes wage rates from cultural minority groups, ™oPepolistic Meralco can survive part ofits operating expenses If 
‘April 11, 2003 in defense of the рго- industrial war. ULP asa crime was above and beyond the minimum. aside from the lumads. Muslims running the utility firm. this is not cheating the consumers, 
Posed "New Labor Code, drafted later inserted in theLaborCodeby In collective bargaining, the mini have been complaining against , /0SePh Stiglitz, Economics No. 1 don't know what it should be 
by a group led by him. This draft, then Sen. Boy Herrera, thus em- mum wage is always the starting this practice and we sympathize bel Prize winner for 2001, in atalk called. 
for which the Bacungan group was bedding malice in labor-manage- point, not the end. with them. We suggest that news the AIM in Makati City last Unless Meralco restructures its 
paid by Congress is now with the ment relations in this country. For- Again, Saladero is correct. Ва- reporters use the culprits’ tribal "tke Warned about ‘corporate corporate decision-making struc 
Congressional Oversight Commit- tunately, neither labor nor man- cungan’s draft calls for fixing min- : unbundling of the power industry ture so that it becomes publicly 
teeon Labor and Employment (СО. agement takes it seriously, thus, imum wages by region only once э пе asthis was open to manipulation.” transparent, such manipulation 
CLE). COCLES plan, according to despite the deluge of ULP taking every six years, applicable only ro "We Ene ful for He cited the case of Enron in Cali- cited by Stiglitz will recur in anoth- 
persistent reports, is to railroad the place at work places daily, no one unorganized workers in each ге. = owe favorable АУ on thi for fornia “that gave way to a power ег corporate "creative" form. Mil- 
Graft into law through Congress, has been convicted of ULP as a gion. The trouble is that the oil Your favorable action on this aP- Shortage crisis” traced to the ma- lions of consumers will not want 
ne it Roues from its ~ SS elas n ineo marine. mipulation by its board. When En- that to happen again, or to any oth- 
nten recess on Apr other points raised by Maynilad and Manila Water ja Т ii 
"To start with, 1 disagree with Saladero against Bacungan's draft up the cost of water often than BishopofPagadianand 100 араса рлу eed 
both Bacungan and his critic, are correct. The draft liberalizes once every six years. And so does Convenor, Interfaith Forumfor го. power was restored ie спан, Citizens’ Alliance for 
Remigio D. Saladero Jr. (PDI, what is popularly called contrac- Meralco with respect to power. SolidarityandPeace, me cheaper than before, There Consumer Protection, 
4/3/63), concerning unfair labor alization as mode of employ- Factor in пісе, fish and other daily Bishop's House, Pagadian City as even a surplus afterward сати 
practice (ULP). Saladero claims ment. The purpose of contractual- necessities and you can see how агссан ае p гамус 
that Bacungan’s draft decriminal- ization is to prevent an employee ridiculous minimum wage-fixing 
izes ULP Bacungan says it does from attaining security of employ- once every six years is. Also, re- 
not, inother words, ULPremainsa ment tenure and eligibility for gional minimum wages in our 
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Under the original PD 442, the gaining unit. As a rule, collective sense. Actually, the cost of living 


ог place of origin instead, in de- 


Labor Code of the Philippines, bargaining agreements exclude does not vary significantly from 
ULP was an administrative Of contractuals, together with casu- region to region. Infact, itis high- | CHURCHES and the Pasyon and и 
fense, not a crime. Reason: Ifhus- als, confidentials, etc. er in some regions than in Metro | Jesus Christ Superstar" are fine, PINOY KASI LR E CULTUS 


band and wife area union forpro- About the minimum wage, the Manila. The only purpose of re. | but maybe this Holy Week we mating, too, is the way you can 
creation, labor and management Bacungan draft commits a gross gionalizing minimum wages is to | Should be thinking of other ас. muli-ask—50 many of my 
are a union for production. Ifyou heresy. It says that minimum divide and rule the working class, | tivities that сап help us with 0 idees for шу columns fib me 
introduce the element of criminal- wages "are better fixed not by atleast in wage-fixing exercises. thoughtful reflection. when I'm gardening, which isn't 
ity into the equation, whether itis statures or wage orders but by cof- —AMADOGATINCIONG, | Went to пу gardening? I ^ surprising because garden is 
а union to produce children or a lective bargaining." But in the en- Unit301UnionSquare | know chat suggestion sounds pretty much like religious medi- 
union to produce goods, it cannot бе civilized world, the purpose of Condominium, 145 15thAvenue, | strange, giventhesummerhea, Michael L. Tan tation, а time to empty your 
stand. Criminalizing ULP if taken collective bargaining is never to Cubao, Quezon City | but you'd be amazed how much — — — —————3- mind and yet be mindful. 
can be done early in the morning 1 think gardening is best done 
‘ : , ог toward dusk, half an hour ог mentsand condominiums. You'll alone, but sometimes company 
We have no king but Caesar nour that willbe worth every needa few weeks for vegetables, can be good. Dogs love it when 
minute. which means if you start now, they see their humans garden- 
‘Ah, but what can you do liv- you'd be harvesting when the ing, and some breeds, like 
PERHAPS it was the arrogance of fearful that he will be denounced | ing in cities? You'd be surprised. new school year starts, which is dachshunds, will end up trying 
power that provided the link. As 1 [e to the emperor, washes his hands | 1 tend to be utilitarian, thinking still fine because the kids at to help you dig. Cats are more 
listened to the voice of President COMMENTARY before condemning One whom he | too of ways to get kids involved, home would have passed Holy aloof but you can bribe them to 


George Bush warning Syria not to himself has declared innocent. Ў i veg. Wee by pl 
erbe himself has declared innocent | so fd suggest activities like veg- Week, and summer, leaming keep you company by planting 


E а -— а etables and herbs. that vegetables don't automati- catnip—watch them float into 
Hussein, accusing it of having John J. Carroll, S.J. died prociaiming “We have no "A fairly easy activity that even cally grow in supermarket freez- cat heaven when you snip off a 
‘weapons of mass destruction, and "пио Church and Social Issues king but Yahweh’ repudiate their ^| the very young can handle would ers. few leaves for them to sniff 
admonishing ober nations, 9 ghar Caesar The ie. | be sprouting. Stare with munggo- Then there are herbs. I used, Where ean you ge suppe 
Е E AIA E ciples Cini) wr жан) 5 wider von ca per ey ook cur bese ere ined aaae fairer 
ri Rome andl JADIAN rans Ihe prenei saddens me, ancidemocalized supermarket. You soak them ited to temperate countries but seeds in the gardening section o! 
‘of 2,000 years ago. папа one the teas emoremel mt "And so they go to their homes, | Ovemight, pour our the water it гит out most of these plants hardware stores, but Tm wary 
Bush sees himself as the police- the Declaration of Independence Pilate relieved that that difficult | then keep the seeds in a sprout- are Mediterranean or sub-tropi- about these outlets because you 
man of the world, witha mandate and Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, matter is over, a bit sorry for Jesus | ingbotleortray.Tvebeenableto cal, and can adapt to our heat, can't get good advice. Better to 
P or ee stillness of the = but es He had brought | recycle tor ipn Co ЕЯ last Е been uy UE Agai y veu 
wnerican реасе Базе on Amer- tysburg battlefield and the solem- on Himself; the priests to cele- | you get with take-out orders. able to get quite a few herbs go- around. At Megamall Воо 
funpowerandinline withAmert: miby of the Lincoln monument. 1 brate the Pesque, satisfied that | Punchholesontheborrom witha ing and simply go outto the ваг А, when you walk in you'll find 
can interesswherever those е ove the land where my ancestors “that imposter- ‘would disturb | needietoallow waterrodrain. беп to pick whatever I need, Harbest (jes, that's the correct 
terests are involved. Similarly, the found refuge from war and perse- their peace no more; the common Nothing fancy here, the main from more indigenous tropical spelling) with seeds and trays 
Roman Empire at the time of curon in Europe, where as coal people muttering that He had objective eing to keep the seeds ones like pandan and anglad to for vegetables and sprouting. 
Christ had established a "pax Ro- miner, farmer and carpenter they been too idealistic, foolish in sid- | wet, with water changed two or the “western” ones such as basil, Virra Mall in Greenhills has reg- 
mana” over most of Europe, North helped to build a great nation. ing with the weak against the | three rimes а day. Kids are espe- tarragon, mint and yes, you can ular riangges with people selling 
Africa and the Middle East—a Someyearsago, whilerollingona strong and in confronting the | cially good for this since theyre start humming the tune now, plants—my suki is Teresa's Gar- 
peace which provided a certain Greyhound bus through the Penn- power of the High Priest. "One | curioustocheckhowthesprouts parsley, sage, rosemary and den, with some of the best herbs 
degree of law and order in return sylvania counuyside, watching mustbe practical.” are doing. After a day the seeds thyme. around, 
for taxes and subservience to the mountains and rivers, towns and Ап yet, beneath the surface of | аге transformed into sprouts  Herbsaren'tjustforfood. The If you're really serious though 


emperor. Pontius Pilate маз з po- farms slip by, I found myself the account, the readers senses an- en Pl. hav EET 
аи Ева ей the hymn “God other reali. There is the calm and in a few days you'll have last few months I've been able to about herbs, go to Greenhearts 


f- Е dy to eat. Some you finally get lavender going. As! at72 Mother Ignacia in Quezon 
Yet despite its awesome mili- Bless America.” surance of Jesus as He confronts Pi- | (808° Teaty у y ge going. à е 
ааа ue newer CF pains ioe опо senthe leader lai Малаа Trees bora foe. | Con апарате ao зе Eis сап wo cn ку социа саца A оета 
roads which linked the “civilized of my adopted nation being con- this; 1 came into the world for this: | 010018 to watch how the some of the potted lavender on ars inds of herbs there, NE 
World" to Rome, the magnificent gratulared on having received a to bear witness to the truth; and all | "ung lant grows. the window sill, From time to cluding an astounding variety of 
monumentsaf the Forumeand the Phone call of thanks for her sup- who are on the side of ruth listen to There are now a few places time, a light breeze wafis in a basil, each with its own distinct 
theaters and race-tracks around port, from President Bush, and my voice.” “Truth?” said Pilate, | that sell other seeds you can very subtle sweet scent. flavor. The Greenhearts people 
the provinces, the Roman Empire others looking to the jobs for Fil- “What is that?” The reader realizes Sprout, ‘such as alfalfa and buck- Someone once said, “We are very helpful, providing de- 
Was decaying within, The arro. fpinos which the reconstruction of that, although Pilate seems to be | Wheat Ту water cress—the come from the earth, we return tailed instructions on how to 
gonceofpowermade it insensitive Iraq may bring. 1 would have pre- judging Christ, he is acrually judg- | sprouts have a tangy flavor. The to the earth, and in between we саге for the plants, including 
fp the aspirations of subject peo- ferred that, like Turkey, the Philip- ing himself, failing to recognize the | best part about sprouting is that garden.” I can imagine people, stickers to put on the роз you 
ples such as the Jews, and the af. pines had refused tobe bribed. One standing before him, who the | you can harvest in three or four all throughout history and in all buy They'll ell you about how 
uence made possible by the taxes" The sadness which we feel at night before had said“Iam the way, | days, still eternity for very young cultures, stumbling оп the joys much maintenance is needed for 
ofthose same people created aRo- this time should not lead to de- the truth and the Ме” kids but then you can throw in of gardening. lve already men- each ofthe plants so you can de- 
man populace which looked only spair; rather it should bring us to. Thus, even in the grim reality of | lessons about patience as well. tioned how it helps young peo- cide the ones that fit your 
to "bread and circuses"—food and confront once again the bed-rock Good Friday there is a foreshad- | Thepointisthattheydo gettoap- ple to appreciate how plants lifestyle. (Unfortunately, dogs 
entertainment—to be provided by reasons for hope found inthe Holy owing of Easter Sunday, of the | preciatethe wondersof plantlife. grow, but think it's also а good and cats can't be trained to han- 
the State. Eventually the Jews Week liturgy. On Good Friday, itis overwhelming, joyful announce- | ^ Okay okay,solcanhearmore way of helping them to appreci- Фе the watering.) 
‘would rise up, only to be brutally true, we see the apparent triumph ment “He has risen!" And аз the | serious gardeners going, ate the joys of getting ourhandsGreenhearts also has an e- 
suppressed; later the “barbarian” of realpolitik, of power and “prac- people of Iraq and peace-loving | “Sprouts? That's not gardening.” into the soil—we Filipinos are mail list you can sign up for, to 
орет of the em- Geality” over uth and goodness. people around the world go | i br efapree and would use especially notorious about look: et bi-weekly tips on caring for 
ire would overrun it, would pil- The priests refuse to enter the through their own Good Friday at на И р p Е 
p : , you to handle more long-term ing down on manual labor the plants. They're closed today 
age and loot even the City of house of Pilate, less they incur rit- this time, the only real hope is the мае не ое оо атан ноя 
Rome itself val impurieg Wile whey demand acer assurance: there И а Mys- | Росса. Мезе gardening 4.  Porolier people gariening i Exe weekend s 
Whether the arrogance of Bush the death of an innocent man: “It tery of Goodness at the heart of Something to explore. Don't let relaxing, and yet canbe good ex- this Ey m so m can 
and the support he has received is better for one man to die forthe the universe more powerful than | SY living hamper you—there сгсіѕе, You'd be surprised athow get starte = Г и plants. 
from the majority of the American people, than for the whole mation the mystery of evil, and in the end -| Are now special planting trays so much of an aerobic work-out Make the week, and the sum- 
people signal the beginning of the tobe destroyed.” Pilate, intimidat- life will triumph over death, love | You can plant even in apart- you can get out in the garden, mer, both holy and green! 
decline of America asa great na- ей by the Jews whom he despises, over hatred, good over evil. 
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UK, Germany agree on key role for UN 


HANOVER, Germany—Britain and 
Germany agreed Tuesday the Unit- 
ed Nations should play a “key role” 
in rebuilding Iraq, putting a major 
dispute behind them by using the 
approaching end of the war to re- 
build transatlantic relations, 

“In principle, the UN must have a key 
role” in rebuilding Iraq after the US-led con- 
flict that removed Saddam Hussein, Prime 
Minister Tony Blair said after talks in Ger- 
many with Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder. 

“The important thing is to agree the 
principle of that role, then discuss be- 
tween us, diplomatically, the details of 
how that role must be fulfilled.” 

Blair agreed with Schroeder, normally a 


; political ally from the center-left but diamet- 


{AN IRAQI boy plays football witha US soldier ata checkpoint in central Baghdad April 15, Thousands of guerrillas, 
Iraqis loyal to Saddam Hussein and foreign fighters, pose a threat to US troops and complicate efforts to bring stability to 
postwar Iraq, defense officials said yesterday. 
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Engineer of Achille Lauro hijack captured 


WASHINGTON—US commandos in Bagh- 
dad have captured Abul Abbas, the leader 
of the violent Palestinian group that killed 
an American on the hijacked cruise liner 
Achille Lauro in 1985, US officials said. 

Abbas was taken by American special 
operations forces during a raid Monday 
night on the southern outskirts of the 
capital city, US Central Command said in 
a statement Tuesday. 

Several of his associates were also de- 
tained during raids at several sites 
around Baghdad, defense officials said. 
Commandos, tipped off by US intelli- 
gence to Abbas’ whereabouts, also 
seized documents—including Yemeni 
and Lebanese passports—and weapons 
such as rocket-propelled grenades, offi- 
cials said. E 

American officials would not’ say 
whether Abbas would be held inside 
Iraq, taken to a third country or detained 
at a US base. They also would not say 
whether he would face charges in the 
United States. Abbas was sentenced in 
absentia to life in prison in Italy for mas- 
terminding the Achille Lauro hijacking. 

‘The man known as Abul Abbas, whose 
name actually is Mohammed Abbas, led 
a faction of the Palestine Liberation 
Front, a Palestinian splinter group. 

His faction operated out of Tunisia un- 
til the October 1985 attack on the Achille 
Lauro, after which it relocated to Iraq. 
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His group was also responsible for some 
attacks in Israel. 

“He got away from us, and we've been 
chasing him ever since,” said Vince Can- 
nistraro, a former CIA counterterrorism 
chief. "He's a big catch for us. It’s an old 
score to settle.” 

The PLF faction under Abbas was a 
conduit for Saddam Hussein's payments 
to the families of Palestinian suicide 
bombers. Israels Shin Bet intelligence 
service reported earlier this year that Is- 
rael captured several Palestinians who. 
trained at a PLP camp in Iraq and were 


told by Abbas to attack an Israeli airport 
and other targets. 

‘Abbas, whose age has been reported 
between 55 and 62, had eluded arrest 
since four of his followers hijacked the 
Achille Lauro as it sailed from Egypt to Is- 
rael in October 1985. They demanded 
that Israel release 50 imprisoned Pales- 
tinians. 

During the hijacking, his followers 
shot and killed Jewish American passen- 
ger Leon Klinghoffer, 69. The hijackers 
then tossed Klinghoffer and his 
wheelchair off the cruise ship. 

Klinghoffer and his wife, Marilyn, 
along with nine friends from the New 
York area, took the cruise to celebrate 
their 36th wedding anniversary They 
were among 500 passengers taken 
hostage. Klinghoffer's wife died of cancer 
just four months after the hijacking 

The hijacking ended Oct. 9 after Egypt 
negotiated with the hijackers. Abbas, 
who helped negotiate the surrender, and 
the four hijackers were flown out of 
Egypt on a et that was intercepted by US 
Navy fighters and forced to land in Sicily. 

Tensions arose as soon as the plane 
landed, Armed US and Italian soldiers 
faced off, each side demanding custody 
of the hijackers. The situation was only 
resolved after feverish telephone calls 
between Premier Bettino Craxi and Pres- 
ident Reagan. AP 


Iraqi agent in kill-Bush plot spotted in Syria 


WASHINGTON—A suspected high-rank- 
ing operative of the Iraqi intelligence ser- 
vice, who is believed to have played a key 
role in a 1993 plot to assassinate former 
US president George Bush, has been 
spotted in Syria after arriving there from 
‘Tunisia, US officials said. 

Faruq Hijazi, whose last official post 
was Saddam Hussein's ambassador to 
the North African nation, flew to Damas- 
cus from Tunis aboard a commercial jet 
‘Tuesday in an Apparent attempt to seek 
refuge in the country following the top- 
pling of the Iraqi government by US 
forces, said one of the US officials. 

“I don't know whether he has been 
granted refuge or asylum,” added the of- 
ficial, who spoke to AFP on condition of 
anonymity. 

The discovery was certain to fuel new 
recriminations between the United 
States and Syria, which has already been 
accused of smuggling war materiel into 


Iraq, allowing foreign Islamic fighters, 
including members of Hezbollah, to 
cross its borders, and providing aid and 
comfort to former Saddam associates 
fleeing Baghdad. 

US officials said “at least a handful” of 
former members of the Iraqi elite were 
currently in Syria, but did not offer any 
specifics. 

Damascus has vehemently denied all 
charges. 

US President George W. Bush has used 
the plot to kill his father as one of the rea- 
sons for launching military action 
against Iraq, referring to Saddam Hus- 
sein last September as “the guy who tried 
to ill my dad.” 

The multi-stage plot, in which Hijazi is 
believed to have taken an active part, 
‘was uncovered by US and Kuwaiti intelli- 
gence services in the first half of 1993. 

Itcalled for exploding several power- 
ful bombs during Bush's visit to Kuwait 


in April of that year, his first after the 
country's liberation from Iraqi occupa- 
tion by a US-led coalition in 1991. 

A remote-controlled car bomb was re- 
portedly supposed to detonate during 
Bush's arrival in Kuwait City 

In case the first attack failed, a second 
car bomb was to be parked near a theater 
where the former US president was 
scheduled to receive an honorary doctor- 
ate, according to sources familiar with 
the case. 

In addition, a suicide bomber was sup- 
posed to strike, if the first two attacks did 
not work. 

Following the capture of several key 
people involved in the plot by Kuwaiti 
authorities and an analysis of the bombs, 
the US Central Intelligence Agency and 
the US Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
concluded that the explosives were Iraqi 
made and that Saddam's intelligence ser 
vicewas behind the conspiracy. АР 


Aussie soldier charged with kicking corpse 


SYDNEY—An investigation into allega- 
tions of unlawful killing and brutality by 
‘Australian special forces in East Timor 
Jed to a soldier being charged with kick- 
ing a militiaman’s corpse after an am- 
bush, Army chief General Peter Leahy 
said Wednesday, 

Leahy said another soldier was coun- 
seled over gender and workplace harass- 
ment after the investigation, which was 
carried out by the Australian Defense 
Force with assistance from Federal Police 
and the United Nations. 

Leahy said 19 allegations of miscon- 
duet and mistreatment against Aus- 
tralian soldiers carrying out peacekeep- 
ing operations following Bast Timor’s in- 
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dependence referendum ín 1999 were 
investigated. 

"Thirteen were found to be unsubstan- 
tiated and though elements of com- 
plaints were upheld, investigators found 
no offense was committed. 

"The investigation centered on a gun bat- 
tle on Oct. 6, 1999 near Suai on East Tim- 
ors border with West Timor, in which two 
militiamen were killed, nine wounded and 
more than 100 captured. Two SAS troops 
were also wounded in the firefight. 

Rumors of subsequent misconduct cir- 
culated in defense circles, including 
claims (паса senior special forces soldier, 
angered over his soldiers’ injuries, shot 
dead one or more of the captives. 


Investigators exhumed the bodies of 
the two dead militiamen from a cemetery 
in Dili late ast year but found no evidence 
of battlefield executions and concluded 
the deaths resulted from “professionally 
conducted counter-ambush measures.” 

The militiamen belonged to the pro- 
Jakarta Laksaur group responsible for 
some of the worst atrocities in the vio- 
lence that followed an overwhelming 
vote for independence by the East Timo- 
rese in August 1999. 

Most of the militia escaped to West 
Timor and Indonesia—never to be 
brought to justice for the hundreds of 
murders, torture, arson and destruction 
for which they were blamed. APP 


tically opposed on how to disarm Iraq, that it 
‘was important not to get bogged down in 
defining what the UN's role might be. 

He said the way the UN could help was 
the third of three main objectives set by 
Britain and the United States. 

Firstly he said: “It is important that we 
move гад toward a representative form of 
government and toward democracy.” "Sec- 
ondly, that we do everything in order to 
ensure that we make progress on the hu- 
manitarian front, and in particular that we 
make sure that security and order is given 
to the people of iraq as swiftly as possible.” 

While many had expected Blair to be 
the one building bridges between Wash- 
ington and parts of the European Union 
that had be alienated by the war, it was 
Schroeder who appeared to make the 
most concessions. 

“In principle at least we agree on, that 
the United Nations should have the role 
of an umbrella in that situation, whether 
you call ita vital role, or a central role, 1 
think that is all words and terminology,” 
Schroeder said. 

"We agree on the fact that there has to 
be this United Nations umbrella and I 
think itis... up to the diplomats to then sit 
down and nail down the whereabouts and 
the specifics of that umbrella," he said. 

Prior to their talks, from where Blair 
heads to Athens for Wednesday's Euro- 
pean Union summit, the chancellor had 
only ever employed the term “central 
role” to describe how the UN should op- 
erate in the war-torn Gulf state. 

Indeed his comments echoed words 
used by Blair in Belfast following the 
British leader's summit last week with 
US President George W. Bush, when he 
said it was important not to get into 
"some battle about words." 

The meeting in Schroeder's home 
town of Hanover was the third between 
the two leaders this year but the first 
since the United States declared war on 
March 20 with Britain at its side. 

Schroeder has staunchly. opposed the 
war, а move that won him votes in last 
years general election but damaged re- 
lations with Washington and cost Ger- 
many diplomatic credibility. 

However the two were almost boastful 
of the state of their ties, AFP 


Anti-war front 
gives way to 
Iraq gold rush 


BERLIN—They couldn't prevent the 
war, but that hasn't stopped the "Non- 
Nyet-Nein" coalition of France, Russia 
and Germany from staking their indi- 
vidual claims to a role іл shaping, and 
profiting from, the new Iraq, 

Even before the fighting stopped, 
the three European powers were 
moving to build bridges to the Unit- 
ed States and Britain to ensure their 
companies get a share in rebuilding 
the infrastructure in Iraq. 

France says it wants to be prag- 
matic, Germany says it is an honest 
broker because it has no economic 
interests in Iraq, and Russia says it 
will consider Washington's call to 
forgive some $8 billion in Soviet 
eradebt. 

All three have sounded concilia- 
tory in the past week, while saying 
they want to see the United Nations 
play the lead role in post-war recon- 
struction—tactics widely seen as an 
effort to avoid being locked out of 
business deals by the United States. 

Their fears are understandable, 
especially after the US House of 
Representatives passed a measure 
last week to bar French, Russian 
and German companies from win- 
ning business in Iraq after the war 
they resisted. The measure did not 
become law. 

“Nobody in France is under any il- 
lusion about France's place in the re- 
construction of Iraq in terms of the 
contracts that will be awarded,” said 
Barthelemy Courmont, researcher at 
the French Institute for International 
and Strategic Relations. 

"Even before the outbreak of 
hostilities, we knew we would get 
nothing.” 

France led the drive to prevent a 
warand threatened to use its veto at 
the UN Security Council to block 
any resolution authorizing military 
action against Iraq. 

But Foreign Minister Dominique 
de Villepin recently warned against 
а "victors spoils" attitude in Iraq. 
“The idea that Iraq can be a sort of 
Eldorado, a cake that states can 
carve up, seems to me contraty to 
good sense,” he said. 

German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder, who opposed an Iraq 
war in his 2002 reelection cam- 
paign, has been out of favor with 
President George W. Bush ever 
since, He has tried to tap his friend, 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair, to 
repair the damage. Reuters. 


military action inevitable if it fell apart, 


PARATROOPERS AND PARADOGS 

A military helicopter carries soldiers and military dogs from the Special 
Force Corp (Kopassus) during celebrations to mark its 5Ist anniversary at 
their headquarters in Jakarta April 16. Indonesian defense minister Matori 
‘Abdul Djalil yesterday issued one of Jakarta's starkest warnings yet thata 
pact aimed at ending decades of conflict in Aceh province was in danger, with 


Israel closes 
Palestinian 
territories 
for Passover 


HEBRON, West Bank—Israel on Wednes- 
day imposed a tight shutdown on the 
Palestinian territories for the weeklong 
Jewish festival of Passover, marked by a 
huge Palestinian bomb attack last year, 
as Israeli troops in the West Bank shot 
dead an Islamist resisting arrest. 

But Israel suffered a setback on the 
diplomatic front late Tuesday as US Secre- 
tary of State Colin Powell said the long- 
awaited “roadmap” for Middle East peace 
will be published soon without changes, 
despite strong Israeli reservations. 

Near the main southern West Bank city 
of Hebron, Israeli troops shot dead а 
Palestinian militant from the radical Is- 
lamic movement Hamas as he resisted ar- 
rest, Palestinian and Israeli sources said. 

Hassan Soleiman Massara, a member 
of Hamas’ armed wing, Ezzedin al-Qas- 
sam, was killed at his hideout in Yatta, 
residents of the village said. 

‘An Army spokesperson told AFP that 
the wanted Palestinian refused to give 
himself up and opened fire at soldiers 
who surrounded the house, leading to a 
gunfight in which he was killed. 

The latest death raised to 3,160 the 
number of people killed since the 
September 2000 start of the uprising 
against Israeli occupation, including 
2,378 Palestinians and 724 Israelis. 

‘As troops continued to scour the West 
Bank, reoccupied since last June, for mil- 
itants, the Army also sealed off all the 
Palestinian territories as a security mea- 
sure for the Passover holiday. 

During the holiday last year, a Hamas 
suicide bomber killed 29 people celebrat- 
ing the feast ata hotel in Netanya, a north- 
‘em Israeli coastal resort which has been 
the frequent target of Palestinian bombers 
and gunmen in 30 months of fighting. 

“The Palestinians of the West Bank as 
well as those of the Gaza Strip will not be 
authorized to enter Israel, following 
alerts of attacks being prepared during 
the feast,” which marks the Biblical exo- 
dus of the Jews from Egypt, a military 
spokesperson said. 

He said the bridges over the Jordan 
river linking the West Bank to Jordan, 
and the Rafah crossing between Gaza 
and Egypt would also be closed at least 
until Sunday. 

In Washington, Powell dealt а blow to 
Israeli hopes for changes to the peace 
plan drawn up by the United States, Euro- 
pean Union, United Nations and Russia, 
despite Israeli threats to reject the plan if 
their amendments were not heeded. 

The roadmap—completed in Decem- 
ber by the international diplomatic “quar- 
tet” on the Middle East but delayed due to 
political developments—will be released 
in its original form once a Palestinian 
prime minister is confirmed, Powell said. 

“The roadmap will be released to the 
parties after Mr. Abu Mazen is confirmed. 
It will be the roadmap draft that was fin- 
ished last December,” he told reporters. 

The Palestinian Prime Minister-Desig- 
nate, Mahmud Abbas, also known as Abu. 
Mazen, is expected to be confirmed by 
the Palestinian parliament along with his 
cabinet by next week at the latest. 

‘The secretary of state acknowledged 
that Washington had received a series of 
initial comments about the draft from Is- 
rael and expected to hear more from the 
Jewish state once the roadmap is released. 

‘At that point, Powell said the United 
States would also be seeking comments 
from the new Palestinian government 
but he stressed that the roadmap would 
not be changed in response to reactions 
from either side. AFP 


queen mem man os 


ANORTH Korean soldier stands on a guard post decorated with flags to mark the 91st anniversary 
» at Panmunjom in the demilitarized zone between 
North and South Korea Wednesday April 16. The number 2! at right is part ofa slogan reading 

" referring to the current North Korean leader. лғ 


oflate North Korean leader Kim Il Sung’s 


“The Sun of the 21st Century, Gen. Kim Jong | 
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WASHINGTON--High-ranking 
d States, 
China and North Korea are to 
meet next week in Beijing for 
talks on a simmering nuclear cri- 
sis, a senior US official and diplo- 
matic sources said late Tuesday. 
The meeting—which will be 
the first direct high-level talks be- 
tween Washington and Pyong- 
yang since the crisis erupted in 
October—appears to be а com- 
promise between the US demand 
for multilateral discussions on 
the crisis and North Korea's insis- 
tence on a one-on-one dialogue 


diplomats from the U; 


with the United States. 


“We have succeeded in our ef- 
forts to establish a multilateral 
framework,” the US official said 


on condition of anonymity. 


However, the talks will be no- 
table for the absence of the two 
closest US partners in dealing 
with North Korea, Japan and 
South Korea, the sources said, 
confirming a report in published 
late Tuesday on the New York 


Times website 


The sources said that Pyong- 
yang, which has alarmed North 
Asia with its drive for nuclear 
‘weapons, has insisted that the 
three-way format was the only 


option it would accept. 


“This is an initial beginning of 
dialogue, we wanted them (the 
Japanese and South Koreans) 
there but the North Koreans were 
insistent that itonly be the three,” 


the senior US official said. 


The official said that an agree- 
ment on the three-way meeting 
had been brokered by China ina 
"counter-proposal" to US sugges- 
tions for a larger group of partici- 
pants presented to North Korea, 


S. Africa to pay victims of apartheid 


CAPE TOWN/JOHANNESBURG—South 
African President Thabo Mbeki said on 
Tuesday his government would make a 
‘one-off payment to thousands of victims 
of apartheid, but he rejected calls to im- 
pose a wealth tax on big business. 

He also distanced his government 
from a slew of class-action lawsuits filed 
in US courts seeking billions of dollars in 
damages from local and foreign compa- 
nies accused of benefiting from nearly 50 
years of white-minority rule. 

“In this regard, we wish to reiterate 
that the South African government is not 
and will not be a party to such litigation,” 
Mbeki told parliament in Cape Town. 

‘The rand currency jumped against the 
dollar and nervous investors welcomed 


Mbeki's comments, but one lawyer vowed 
to press ahead with a suit on behalf of 
tens of thousands of black South Africans. 
Mbeki said his government would pay 
30,000 rand ($3,890) each to more than. 
19,000 victims of apartheid identified by 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commis- 
sion (TRC), set up nearly seven years ago 
to probe South Africa's apartheid past. 
The payment total of 571.5 million 
rand ($74 million) is far below the three 
billion rand recommended by the TRC. 
Mbeki rejected а TRC recommenda- 
tion to levy a wealth taxon South African 
business to help pay for reparations. 
"We do not believe that it would be cor- 
rect for us to impose the once-off wealth 
tax on corporations proposed by the TRC,” 


Mbeki told parliament in Cape Town. 
South African business had lobbied 
against the wealth tax proposed by Nobel 
Laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu last 
month when the final report of the com- 
mission he headed was handed to Mbeki. 
South Africa's Chamber of Mines, which 
represents the country’s biggest mining 
‘companies, said Mbekis speech would help 
restore investor confidence in the country. 
“We welcome this measured approach 
by government and will work with them 
in the coming weeks to arrive at an ami- 
cable conclusion to the issue of repara- 
tions," the chamber said. 
The rand rallied by 14 rand cents to 
7.67 against the dollar after Mbekis 
comments. Reuters 


US city upholds ‘right’ to be unfaithful 


LOS ANGELES—A tiny US city has struck 
a bizarre blow for the right of married 
couples to be unfaithful by voting to 
scrap a 46-year-old law banning adul- 
tery officials said Tuesday. 

The city of Rolling Hills, a plush litle 
community of 1,871 people southwest of 
Los Angeles, decided late Monday to re- 
peal the statute that threatens to punish 
philanderers with a fine and up to three 
months in jail. 

The city's mayor, Frank Hills, said the 
move was not intended to encourage 
Rolling Hills’ spouses to be unfaithful, 
but was rather aimed at ridding the 
books of an outdated statute. 

"its an antiquated law that has been 
there almost for half a century" he said, 


adding that the decision to repeal it did 
mot mean that locals could now run 
morally amok. 

"The law was integrated into Rolling 
Hills! rules when the 8-sq km city was 
founded in January 1957 and comes 
with a Draconian set of restrictions on lo- 
cal residents’ moral conduct. 

The law outlaws everything from ex- 
posing oneself to “arousing or appealing 
to anyone” or “being in any bedroom, 
room, car or public place" with anyone 
other than one's spouse “for the purpose 
of having sex." 

Such transgressions are, according to 
the second ordinance ever adopted by the. 
city, punishable by a fine of up to $250 or 
three months behind bars or both. The 


HERITAGE SITE THREATENED 


Paulo, Br. 


People look at the remains of an I8th-century mansion in Brazil's historic city of Ouro Preto, 475 km northeast of Sao. 
April 15. The fire has further threatened the city’s status as a Unesco World Heritage Landmark. Ouro Preto 

is considered one of the most complete sites of baroque art and architecture in the world. In 1980, it became the first city 

in Brazil to be included in Unesco's landmark list. 


origins of the law are unknown. 

“This is news to me,” said local resi- 
dent Jim Louder. "Td have to read it first 
to see if have been abiding by it." 

‘The city moved to scrap the lawaftera 
resident brought it to the council's anten- 
tion, City Manager Craig Nealis said. 

But he stressed that scrapping the law 
would have no effect on local residents 
as it had never been enforced and that in 
any case the city’s right to enforce per- 
sonal conduct rules was taken over Бу 
the state in 1962. 

“This does not make adultery either le- 
gal or illegal in Rolling Hills,” he said. It 
was just a routine step in the normal 
course of the city's housekeeping as most. 
people didn't even know it existed." AFP 


Disaster after 
disaster dog 
Haiti boat people 


VILLA VASQUEZ, Dominican Republic — 
First high winds broke the mast of the 
overcrowded sloop and swept the cap- 
tain overboard. Then they ran out of 
food and water. Days later, the boat 
crashed into a reef. 

The toll: six dead, 16 missing and 
dozens of ever-more impoverished and 
disillusioned Haitians forced back to the 
troubled land they fled. 

Haiti's “economic situation is deterio- 
rating and driving people to risk their 
lives at sea,” said the director of Haiti's 
national migration office in Port-au- 
Prince, Lovinsky Pierre-Antoine. “We 
warn them not to go, but their despera- 
tion is greater than their fea." 

Survivors from the boat that sank early 
Tuesday about 200 meters off Punta Rusia 
in попімех Dominican Republic told au- 
thorides that 113 people set off from Haiti's 
попћет city of Cap-Haitien on April 8, 

A Dominican fisherman spotted the 30- 
foot vessel crashed on the reef late Mon- 
day and ferried dozens of lucky ones to 
shore, US Coast Guard spokesperson 
Ryan Doss said by telephone from Miami. 

The fisherman said he saw more than 
a dozen people wade ashore into man- 
groves. AP 


THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2003 


In the proposal, Beijing also 
agreed to take an active role in 
the talks, the sources said, adding 
that this had appealed to the 
Pyongyang which has long relied 
‘on China as its closest ally. 

US acceptance of the North ^ 
Korean requirement seemed to 
signal a major concession but; 
Secretary of State Colin Powell 
said earlier Tuesday that “Ши. 
mately” the concerns of all! 
North Korea’s neighbors would 
be addressed. 

"The one thing that is absolute- 
ly dear is that, at whatever level 
itstarts and with whatever atten- 
dance it has to ultimately encom- 
pass the views and thoughts ofall 
the neighbors in the region,” Po- 
well told reporters. 

In addition, the sources con- 
firmed the Times report that said 
Washington “reserved the right" 
to add other participants to the 
talks as they continued, including. 
Russia, 

The sources also said US offi 
cials had assured both Seoul and 
‘Tokyo that they would be consult- 
ed ona daily basis. i 

The US State Department and 
the South Korean foreign min- 
istry declined to comment on the 
planned talks. North Korean 
diplomats in Beijing said they had 
not heard of any such meeting 
and the Chinese foreign ministry 
was not immediately available 
forcomment. 

The exact dates for the Beijing 
discussions were not immediate- 
ly clear, but in an ironic twist, the 
US delegation will be led by As- 
sistant Secretary of State for East 
Asia and the Pacific James Kelly, 
the sources said. AFP 


COURTROOM draviing of Katrina. 
Leung during her bail he Los 
Angeles April 15. 


LA socialite 
accused as spy 
refused bail 


LOS ANGELES—A. businesswoman ac- 
cused of sleeping with US agents in order. 
tosteal secrets for China was Tuesday re- 
fused bail amid fears she could flee the. 
country with sensitive documents. 

Alleged double agent Katrina Leung, 
49, who has been dubbed a modern Ma- 
ta Hari by media here, appeared in court 
in Los Angeles almost a week after she 
was arrested in a diplomatically explo- 
sive case of double espionage. 

US Magistrate Victor Kenton denied 
her bail request, saying her lawyers had 
failed to show that she could not flee to 
China and she may still "have classified 
information" vital to US national security. 

Prosecutors said in court documents 
that Leung was a flight risk who had told 
Federal Bureau of Investigation agents 
she wanted to “disappear” and claimed 
to have more than 2,100 contacts with 
senior Chinese officials. 

Prosecutors say Leung, who has almost 
а million dollars in 16 bank accounts as 
well as around $2 million in property, had 
long-term affairs with two FBI agents 
from whom she stole secret documents 
and passed them on to communist China. 

‘The uncovering of the alleged espi- 
onage operation has forced the troubled 
FBI to launch a major review of its securi- 
ty procedures. 

‘The bail hearing came as The New 
York Times said the FBI feared that Le- 
ung could have tipped off Beijing to an 
alleged US attempt to plant bugs on Chi- 
na's presidential jet while it was being re- 
fitted in the United States. 

The Chinese said they discovered 27 
bugs when they took receipt of the Boeing 
767 in October of 2001, including listen- 
ing devices in the headboard of the then. 
President Jiang Zemin's on-board bed, 

US officials have never acknowledged 
involvement the bugging operation. 

Leung, a successful ethnic-Chinese en- 
trepreneur, carried on a 20-year romance 
with former FBI agent James Smith, 59, 
during which she used her access to him 
to steal secrets from his briefease, prose- 
cutors allege. APP 
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7 drowning — 1 ]TANY OF ALLEGATIONS’ 


victims set 


оь UN report on abuses angers Palace 


Easter Sunday 


A BAGUIO CITY—Malacaíang has directed the Philippine clude that (Stavenhagen) had al- 64-year-old Lepanto Consolidat- centuries-old persecution. 
LOS BANOS, Laguna—On Easter 


representative to the United Nations to dispute а UN Com- lowed his mandate to be hijacked ей Mining Corp. in Mankayan, Вих Lepatan cited INQummm re- 
Sunday, the remains of the seven mission on Human Rights report, which urged an investi- 218 manipulated by groups with Benguet. ports about Stavenhagen's visit to 
зол осе n d gation of human rights abuses supposedly being commit- Piden agenda with bloody con- Не later visited San Luis town Baguio and Agusan del Sur to 
le Bay wil ааа C Rudi Filipi та 1 а sequences for the people whom in Agusan del Sur, accompanied stress to the UNCHR that Staven- 
nicipal cemetery. g: indigenous Filipinos, the Inquirer learned оп (Stavenhagen) is supposed to bymembersofthe Tebtebba Foun- hagen “had inspired the wrong 
Meanwhile, silence haunts a Tuesday. protect,” said Denis Yap Lepatan, dation, a UN-based lobby group group—the communist terrorists, 
small barangay in this town after Тһе Inquirer obtained a copy man rights violations will occur” head of the Philippine delegation for indigenous Filipino rights. ‘who considered his visit... as an 
the drowning that brought tra- of the Philippine governments Stavenhagensaidinhisreport. to the UNCHR session. Based on his tour, Stavenhagen endorsement of their evil designs.” 
gedy to three families here over response to Rodolfo Staven- Не said the government must _Lepatan said Stavenhagen was documented Philippine cases of Не said Stavenhagen had ig- 
the weekend. hagen, UN special rapporteur on immediately address multiple re- in the Philippines in December arbitrary detention, murder, tor- nored the government's position, 
Relatives and friends of the indigenous peoples concerns, ports about state-led harassment last year, and had spenttimetour- ture, demolition of houses, invol- and had dismissed “volumes of 
seven victims arestillinshock. ^ who told the 59th session of the оѓ indigenous peoples, including ing mining towns of Benguet as untary displacements, rape and materials” about the country's in- 
"The water is very low. The UNCHR in Geneva last week that in areas that have been milita- wellasin Mindanao, “not withan forced recruitment to paramilitary digenous peoples programs, 
lake is calm. I cannot believe how фе Philippine government had rized due to governments ongo- open mind nor in а constructive units of the indigenous Filipinos. when he presented his report to 
they all drowned,” asked Helen been unable to implement the ing conflict with communist manner, butwithaforegonecon- Stavenhagen, a Mexican soci- the UN. 
Perez, who lost three sons. landmark Indigenous Peoples rebels and secessionists. clusion ...il-will, and bad faith.” ologist, said a resolution to He said Stavenhagen used the 
On Sunday, fishermen found Rights Act (Ipra) of 1997. But the government said the Stavenhagen met with Ibaloi Philippine ancestral land con- Philippine visit as a “media op- 
five bodies floating in the lake. Without a forceful and rein- UN official's report was“alitanyof and Kankanaey land claimants of flicts should be the government's portunity to cast wild accusations 
‘The bodies were caught in fish forced application of the coun- unsubstantiated allegations and Baguio and Benguet here on Dec. priority instead of commercial against the government,” Vincent 
nets, пуз only IP law, “further serious ridiculous recommendations.” 10, before he toured communi- development. He said self-deter- Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 


On Monday before dawn, an- social conflict and attendant hu- “The Philippines can only con- ties within the compound of the mination was key to overcoming Bureau 
other two were recovered 300 


meters away from where they ] 


were last seen alive, : Lent b t t 
cima Genre ev, 12 Ne : ent brings tourists 
brother Christian, 10; brothers 3 m А í E 
Anafran Griberto, 10, Xilenver, 8, А; 3 | | 
И to district in Iloilo 
Jimenez, 11, and his brother Edi- 3 1 
er, 9, were all neighbors. j p.d я : : € D 
Sie poup vat iom in te with life-size ‘santos 
neighborhood as very close to е 
опе another. Their houses were By Ma. Diosa Labiste, PDI Visayas Bureau 
some kilometers away from the eee T 
lakeshore. d РА t ILOILO CITY—Thousands flock ing the Sto. Intierro brings to- 
E $ to Molo District to witness the gether his family and cousins of 
Caring sons Holy Thursday and Good Friday Sian-Montelibano clan together. 
‘Thiny-eightyear-old Nelia P [= = processions where centuries-old “Our reunions are timed dur- 
Javier said she still couldn't believe = statues of saints dressed in finest ingthe Holy Week because of the 
that two of her sons are gone. Й > clothes and placed оп elaborate- clan tradition of preparing the 
She said she never allowed any = ly decorated carriages are fea- image for the Good Friday pro- 
of her children to go swimming in & Ё tured. cessions," he said. 
laguna Lake because of numer- P eil The processions have been Тһе Sto. Intierro is enclosed 
us stories about the tragedies 2 $ s held as long as residents in Molo with a gold-leafed wooden 
that happened there. can remember, probably since canopy. Days before the proces- 
Nelia said her sons Genaro and а $ their stone church was built in sions, the icon and its silver-gild- 
Christian were very close to each = 4 p 1831. ed carriage were taken out for 
other. Genaro had just graduated * The Lenten processions take cleaning and repair. 
from elementary school and was place every year, except during Preparing the life-size image 
very excited to go to high school. 4 : World War II when Japanese sol- for procession is like preparing a 
“They were very caring. Genaro diers overran Molo Church and person for an ancient burial, said 
would even gamble in a game of te ; some houses nearby and took 27 Martirez. 
tatsing (a coin game) just to help 5 8 of фе 29 images used іп the pro- Тһе whole body was per- 
in our expenses,” Javier said. AA cession. Some were burned, oth- fumed, the hair combed neatly 
Helen Perez, 40, said she DET >. ers, thrown into the Iloilo River. and covered with a white sheet 
would surely miss the giggles of A E - But two were spared—the before the suede maroon gown 
her three sons at night. The boys, я “Sto. Intierro” (Holy Corpse) and was draped on the wooden santo. 
she said, were very concerned $ the “Mater Dolorosa” (Sorrowful Being a prominent image in 
with their studies and responsible Mother) as stories went. the Good Friday procession, the 
in performing house chores. z F а The processions draw hun- Sto. Intierro has throngs of devo- 
“My sons were very hardwork- j ^ dreds of devotees and touristsbe- tees willing to push and pull the 
ing. Elmer even vended palaspas 1 4 | cause Molo has the most statues carriage. 
last Sunday morning. He gave me a and tableaus that portray the Pas- After the procession, the теп 
the P20 that he earned,” said 41- Xa 2 sion of Jesus from the time ћееп- һауе to guard the icon from those 
year-old Leonora Jimenez. t 4 tered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday who attempt to cut its hair off, 
She said she noticed Edizer = ы =. d until his resurrection on Easter chip off an exposed wooden part 
playing with the tape measure E Sunday. or rip a shred of its gown. 
the night before the tragedy. He Nobody could tell how some А piece of cloth, wood or hair 
was like measuring the table and x life-sized images came to Molo are thought to have magic pow- 
his body, she added. from Spain. They were probably ers and they are often used by 
A day after, Jimenez under- x Я 3 bought by the families or were fishers in rituals to bring them 
stood what Edizer meant. * х н ‘owned by the Molo Church and good catch, by healers to fortify 
Д : h were assigned о зоте prominent their medicines, or those who 
Mysterious S i families to be prepared for the possess “anting-anting” or talis- 
Barangay Bayog, where the = Lenten processions. man. 
tragedy happened, is a lakeshore According to their current ‘The Sanson clan said they got 
community off Laguna de Bay. | GUARDED MOMENT muccommormowuone | owners, they are the fourth or their tableau of the scourging of 
"With a population of more than | Reeling from two terrorist attacks, Davao City officials apparently got convinced that faith isn't just fifth generation owners of an- Jesus from a childless family in 
2,000, majority of the residents | enough to ward off evil. Government soldiers had to be posted in churches, like the San Pedro tique images that were passed оп Molo that felt they were too old to 
are into fishing. Marlon Ramos, | Cathedral, and other crowded places in the city. tothem likea precious heirloom. prepare the icons for the Lenten 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau | William Martirez said prepar- procession. 


Village chief killed, 8 others wounded in grenade attack Виз firm opens 


KABACAN, North Cotabato—The with the police's suspicion that * y route to Iloilo 
village chair of Barangay Poblacion the explosion was intended for all 
here was killed while eight others, Guzman. е x PHILTRANCO yesterday an- 
including a 14year-old boy, were “Politics could be behind it,” " nounced the opening of another 
woundedafteragrenadeexploded Тап said without elaborating. bus route to Пойо, saying in а 
at a refreshment parlor here оп But North Cotabato Gov. Em- Г statement that it was a first in 
Monday evening. manuel Piñol said a deeper inves- Philippine transport history. 
Police said Herni Guzman, was tigation should be done before A AF ‘The firm said in its statement 
the apparent target of the attack. апу conclusion could be made. d - < that it will be the first time that 
Senior Insp. Abello Diongaya, “As of today, it is too early to ` lloilo may be reached by land 
police chief, said they were look- come up with a conclusion on the transportation from the Philtran- 
ing into politics as the most prob- case,” Piñol said. : у co bus station in Pasay City. 
able motive for the attack. ‘Maj. Julieto Ando, spokesper- The firm said the opening of 
‘Witnesses said two motorcycle- son of the Army's 6th Infantry Di- - the new route is part of its com- 
riding men passed by shortly before vision, said they could not verify ^ pliance with President Macapa- 
the explosion that also wounded suspicions that Guzman's attack- gal’s Strong Republic Nautical 
Guzmam's nephew, barangay coun- ers were members of the Moro Is- Highway project. 
cilman Herlo Jr. and another village lamic Liberation Front (MILF). 3 ji Philtranco, a firm that was 
official, Claudio Масауа. The other But efforts to connect the MILF started in 1914 by American ser- 
victims were identified as Cesar to the attack were dismissed by viceman A.L, Ammen, said the 
Domingo, 14; Dave Abellera, 25; some officials. new route is just one of the bus 
brothers Voltier and Paulo Molo; They said although a Christian, firm's many projects. 
Hemani Gimenez and Celestino Guzman and his family were well The firm also promised to cut 
Pacete, all residents ofthis town. loved by Muslims including those " down travel time and reduce the. 
The survivors said they were бот outlying villages. 2 ^ waiting time of passengers in ter- 
gathered im a casual talk at the Іп fact, because of this close as- minals. : 
‘corner of Rizal Avenue and Diego sociation with Muslims, a brother à The new route, Philtranco 
Silang Street at around 9:15 of his was once tagged a suspect said, offers a cheap alternative to 
pm, as the whole town was in the series of explosions that hit - air or sea transportation and 
without electricity following the Central Mindanao. Jeffrey Tupas » could also help ease the volume 
toppling of a Napocor pylon in with reports by Charlie Sefiase, of passengers during holidays. 
nearby Kayaga Village, when a Edwin Fernandez, Rosa-May de The new route follows the 
grenade exploded in their midst. Guzman and Aquiles Zonio, PDI RELATIVES of a wounded victim of the grenade attack in Kabacan express panic and anguish па hospital launching of the Philtranco Cen- 
Mayor Luzviminda Tan agreed Mindanao Bureau where the victims were taken. se tral Station in Pasay Clty. 
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Pilgrimage to 14 Batangas churches 


By Mei Magsino 


ters are said to have healing 
Teal, Batangas 


powers. It is also said to have +, 
been the site of the Virgin's ap- ^ 
O OTHER season parition. Made of coral stone, $ 
СЕНЕ А mH constructed in the * 
. M churches been so Another favorite of pilgrims 
alive for a longer period 


є are the churches of Alitagtag 
of time than during Lent, and Bauan, where the miracu- 


when most people leave à > =~ lous cross that warded off evil 
work or whatever preoc- spirits and even provided water 

í i Ipaa en 5 
cupation they have to i to residents in 1695 was cut in 
meditate on their wrong- 


The two halves of the cross 
doings inside their fa- were placed in the two churches 


vorite church or churches : ied іу aang B 
если 5 1 ion. 
while doing the Stations A churches were constructed under 
of the Cross. я the tutelage of the Augustinian 
Indeed, no other occasion has TX : ^ priests. 
captured the attention of M ý From Alitagtag, people go to 
Batanguefios into repentance for : r San Jose Parish Church, which 
their sins than the death and res- EH n Е provides а relaxing and solemn 
urrection of Jesus Christ. F ^ atmosphere, and then to the 
In Batangas, where people b Batangas City Basilica ог 
don't whip themselves in public 4 " у straight to Мра’з San Sebastian 
or have themselves crucified, the | 5 Cathedral or the Redemptorist 
sacrifice is done through fasting mm Church. 
and church visits or the Visita , E 7 The basilica was constructed in 
Iglesia. E É AC 3 1575. This was also the site 
" » 5 ES № where the miraculous Sto. Niño 
Stations : de Cebu floated back from Cebu 
Completing the 14 Stations of for several times in 1580. 
the Cross with prayers said in 14 - In Lipa, the Visita Iglesia will 
churches in different towns and THE CHURCH in сина Our Lady of Caysayay where the Virgin Mary is said to have. CETEN in 1603. POIPHOTOSOUTHERNLUZON UREA never be complete without a visit 
cities is like Christ’s journey to р m to the Carmel Church, the site of 
Mt. Calvary. Tito Aguirre, provincial informa- carry rosaries and prayer books families and neighbors on a Most visited the shower of rose petals, the ap- 
“Sometimes people pray two tion officer, said. with them inside thechurchesin route that will take them to 14 | Batangas, more people visit parition of Our Lady of Mediatrix 
ог three station prayers per Instead of crosses on their front of the symbols of the sta- churches in 14 towns. The ob- those churches with historical in 1948, and the dancing sun in. 
church, but most of us visit 14 shoulders, as what Christ car- tions. servance lasts the whole day, 


= and miraculous backgrounds, 1991. 
churches to complete the prayer,” ried up to Calvary, the people They go in groups or with starting at 9 a.m. or from night, such as those in Taal, Alitagtag, Тһе management of Bluroze 
starting at 7 p.m., till dawn. 


t t d Cuenca, San Jose, Lipa City, Park, a nature park in Barangay 
reeg That would represent their зас Batangas City and Bauan. Lodlod, has also constructed its 

rifice on the season that com- As they start the tour from own 14 Stations of the Cross ? 

memorates the death and resur- their hometowns, the churches and a garden of saints where 

rection of Christ. that they must visit include the campers during the Lenten sea- 
Some of the Visita Iglesia tours Taal Basilica and the Shrine of son can pray. 

start on Maundy Thursday, after Caysasay near the church, Тһе Marian Center, near the 

the confession. . . Batangas City’s Basilica of the Carmel church, also has its own 
“In Batangas, most pilgrims Immaculate Concepcion, and the Stations of the Cross. 

start the Visita Iglesia on Good San Jose Church. Among the 

Friday, after 3 p.m. which com- most visited are Lipas San Se. Abstinence 

memorates the death of Christon bastian Cathedral, the Carmel Since Maundy Thursday, as 

the Cross,” Aguirre said. “Some Church, and the Redemptorist Catholics abstain from eating 

towns, like Bauan, even bury Church. beef, pork, chicken and other 

Christ.” ‘The Taal Basilica was estab- meat products, during the Visi- 
In a procession from the lished by the Agustinian priests in ta Iglesia, they are not allowed 

Catholic Church, the faithful 1572, a year after the foundingof to eat anything. But an occa- 

bring the statue of Christ on the Manila. The monumental church sional drink of water is al- 

Gross all over town and end up at was declared a national shrine in lowed. 

the public cemetery, where Christ 1974, Not far is the Shrine ofOur Until the visita is complete, the 

is supposed to be buried. Lady of Caysayay, where the im- devotees must endure hunger as 
Also, on the night of Good Fri- age of the Virgin Mary appeared asymbol of sacrifice. 

day the wake of Christ is held іп in 1603, Gone are the days of wearing 

church, with the statue of Christ А short distance from the sutanas, as people are now al- 

lying down and covered by cross shrine is the Balon ni Sta. Lucia lowed to wear casual clothing. 


m displayed inside w church for (Weil of Sta. Lucia), where an Casual attire does not include re- 
THE TAAL Basilica built in 1572, or a year after the founding of Manila. The basilica is one ofthe favorite the faithful геп ber His elaborately carved arch wascon- vealingorsleeveless outfits or mi- 


churches of Lent pilgrims, тоғнотолоцтнеамшх. eue death. structed over a spring whosewa- ni skirts. 


Girl lets go of dreams, not will to live 


By Mei Magsino Romulo said they transferred 10 ла was supposed to be 
Batangas City Molina to the Mary Mediatrix confined in a hospital while un- 
Medical Centerin Lipa City, about dergoing daily dialysis treatment. 
OLINA Calaluan, 15, used to have ambitions 50 fom Batangas Cin. Eie war sipposed ip be cond 
ini at time, she was having а tioned for 12 months before she 
M to finish college, be а successful professional, ard time breathing. There was undergoes а kidney transplant, 
and give her parents a better life. But now, already water in her lungs, heart which could bring her life back to 

under pain of daily dialysis and her body swelling ev- and kidney” 7 
eryday, she has forgottenh wtodream. Doctors at the Mediatrix start- “We were supposed to spend 
à ed her peritorial dialysis every over P150,000 for her pre-opera- 

For two years now, Molina has Swelling two hours, and made a hole in tion conditioning. And for the op- 
been suffering from nephrotic ^ Molina’s lines was discovered Molina’s stomach where the solu- eration, about P500,000. We 
syndrome, a degeneration of the when her body started swelling tions could pass intoherbody. аке already spent about a mil- 
kidneys that has mostly affected оп July 9, 2001. She wasthenon “Му daughter was so deter- lion since 2001 and we have no 
the renal tubes. her third year at the San Antonio mined to get well,” Florencia more money for that. I hope some 

And for the two years that she National High School in Isla said. “Despite all the pain, she good people will help us,” Romu- 
has undergone daily dialysis, her Verde. Ten days after, she was tak- held on to her belief that she losaid. 
family's finances have been de- еп to the Philippine General Hos- would get well and lead anormal ^ Since her parents cannot af- 
pleted, forcing her mother Flo- pital in Manila where the life. That time, our money was ford the hospital expenses, Moli- 
Tencia, 50, to give her only three nephrotic syndrome was diag- fast vanishing.” na stays in their home in Malitam 
of the four prescribed therapies nosed. 8 Batangas City and takes ће de- 
daily. ‘The disease was congenital, Good Samaritans ficient dialysis therapies there 

Even the maintenance drugs and Мола? love for junk foods Аз for Romulo, he has never even as her feet continue to swell. 
that Molina is supposed to be and salted fish had activated the lost faith in the charity of good She can't even stand and remain 
taking everyday are no longer disease. people. “People would come tous seated on the chair where she al- 
given to her simply because her “After the treatment at the and give us P500 or P100 justto so sleeps. She can’t sleep lying 
parents have no money to buy РОН, she insisted on continuing show us that they care and giveus down as she can’t breathe in that 
them. with her studies, She even got hope tohold on,” he said. position. 

“We can't afford giving her four grades higher than did her class- Тһе Philippine Charity Sweep- “Ihave been in pain for so long 
dialysis treatments everyday" mates who had perfect atten- stakes Office has even sent help now that I have forgotten how it 
which cost P1,200, Florencia dance,” Romulo said. But one by giving them а box of Baxter feels to be normal,” Molina said. 
said. “The P1,000 we spend for day, seven monthslater, whileshe dialysis solution that was good “My vision is also blurred and my 
her three treatments everyday is was in school, she lost conscious- for three days’ treatment. body hurts all the time. But I'm 
already difficult to earn, how ness. She was rushed to the "Ме stretched the three days holding on.” 
much more for P1,200 and the Batangas Regional Hospital supply to four days because we Рог Molina, the hope to get well 
maintenance drugs?” (ВАН). had по тоге money to buy anoth- someday never fades. She might 

Molina’s father, Romulo, 50,5 Ол March 10, 2002, doctors er day's supply. We even owe the have lost her dreams but her de- 
the barangay chair of San Anto- recommended that Molina be drugstore where we used to buy termination to live stays on, 
nio on Verde Island in Batangas transferred to a private hospital. her medicine,” Florencia said. ——————— 

Ску, and his honorarium for his The ВАН, а government-funded "We have already disobeyed Anyone who wishes to help Molina 
services is small. hospital, has no facilities to sup- Molina’s attending doctor who тау get in touch with the INQUIRER 

Her second eldest brother, who port Molina’s treatments. still insists on giving her treat- Southern Luzon Bureau at (052) 
used to finance her therapy from But it turned out that even ће ments at least four times a day. 8208402 or get in touch with the = 
his salary as an overseas Filipino private hospital where she was But how can мебо that? Wehave Calauan family at telephone No. MOLINA Calauan at home. A girl deprived of dreams, but not the wi 
worker, is now out of job. brought had no such facilities. nomoneytobuythemedicine (043) 7237395. tolive, POIRHOTME MAGSNO 
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Quirimit banners Tanduay bid in Tour pes 


By June Navarro 


THREE souped-up teams from 
the private sector will try to cre- 
ate a niche in the local cycling 
scene as they battle for suprema- 
cy in the Tour Pilipinas 2003. 
Tanduay, PLDT-NDD and Bowl- 
ing Gold, squads armed with 


some of the talented riders in the 
country, vie for the P1 million top 
team prize and the glory that goes 
with it during the 15-stage Tour 
from April 26-May 11. 

National rider Arnel Quirimit, 
who created ripples in countless 
tournaments here and abroad, 
anchors Tanduay's bid with Tour 
veteran Hector Padilla calling the 


Davenport, 
Capriati rip 
clay rivals 


AMELIA ISLAND, Florida— 
Second seed Lindsay Das 
enport won easily while 
Jennifer Capriati was tested 
in their first matches of a 
$585,000 WTA clay court 
event here on Tuesday. 

Davenport, of the United 
States, cruised to a 6-1, 6-0 victo- 
ry over Australia's Nicole Pratt 
and moved on to the third round. 

Davenport returns to this event 
for the first time since 1999. 

‘The 26-year-old, who underwent 
knee surgery in January 2002, won 
this event six years ago. 

She arrives having reached the 
semifinals in a WTA tournament 
last week in Charleston. 

She holds 4-0 lifetime record 
against Pratt 


the third-seeded Capriati posted a 6- 
4, 7-6 (75) victory over Marie-Ga- 
janeh Mikzelian of Switzerland. 

Capriati took the first set in 37 
minutes but needed 72 to secure 
the second. She pulled out of 
Charleston with strep throat. 

“Actually, I think its good for me 
to have a tough match like that be- 
cause ї my first match on the бау 
so I wanted to пу to get as much 
match play as possible" Capriati 
said. "I was happy it didn’ go to the 
third set. I think it was just enough 
forme.” Fourth seed Daniela Hantu- 
chova of Slovakia beat Japanese 
qualifier Akiko Morigami 7-5, 62. 

A quarterfinalist for the fifth 
time last week in Charleston, the 
19-year-old Hantuchova will take 
оп No. 16 American Alexandra 
Stevenson in the third round. 

AFP 


Jones surrenders 
light heavy ‹ crown 


NEW YORK oy Jones 
wil keep his World Box- 
ing Association heavy- 
weight tite and surren- 
der his undisputed 
world light heavyweight 
thle, 

Promoter Murad 
Muhammad told USA 
"Today that Jones has de- 
cided to keep the crown 
he won from John Ruiz JONES 
last month, a historie victory as the 
first former middleweight champion. 
in more than а century to win the 
heawjweight le, 

Muhammad said Jones, 48-1 
with 38 knockouts, had sent the 
WBA a letter informing them of 
his decision, which was to have 
been made by Tuesday. 


"Roy Jones Jr 
would like to keep 
and defend his heavy- 
weight title" said 
Muhammad. 

But that's where the 
problems begin. The 
‘WBA insists that Jones 
defend the crown 
against top-ranked 
contender Vitali KI- 
itschko of Ukraine. 

Jones, however, wants to fight 
Evander Holyfield, a bout 
planned for later this year which 
could bring Jones а 10 million- 
dollar payday. 

"He's leaning towards defend- 
ing the heavyweight belt against 
Holyfield,” Muahammad told the 
newspaper. AFP 


Parks hoops school backed 


BOBBY Parks, a seven-time РВА 
best import awardee, is impart- 
ing his skills to children through 
his basketball school. 

Recognizing the schools merit, 
Growee, a brand of vitamins for kids 
manufactured by Pediatrica Inc. 
(Unilab), has ded up with the Bobby 
Parks Hoops School. Officially it will 
now be called The Growee Hoops 
School. 

The school has surged ahead 
overall others, bringing the Basic 
Basketball Program and the Ad- 
vance Basketball Program to 
more than 20 venues and 
schools, all over Metro Manila. 
Over the next three months, the 


i 
TOP NOVICE RIDER 
Last year’s 


Hoops School will be in The 
British School (at the Fort), Chi- 
ang Kai Shek College, Paref- 
Southridge, Marymount School 
in Parafiaque, St. James Academy 
of Malabon, St. Stephen's High 
School, Philippine Cultural High 
School (Caloocan and Manila), 
St. Marys Academy, Cavite 
‘School of St. Mark, Sacred Heart 
School Novaliches, Toyota Motor 
Philippines, Meralco Gym , Cen- 
ter for Children's Well-Being, plus 
13 other Las Piñas schools, pool- 
ing together for one big session at 
Southville School in Las Piñas. 

For details, call 687-4364 or 
687-2025. 


cided Ves E oe La AGE IE 


Rookie of the Year” awardee Nikki Romero of R-II Builders-Shell Advance swept 
the first two rounds of the 2003 Shell Super Bike Series at the Batangas Racing Circui 
Rosario, Batangas, recently, Romero, riding his Yamaha R6, clocked 23:01.014 in the first race 


shots for the team which also 
made waves in basketball. 
Tanduay also boasts of Ericson 
Obosa, Joseph Millanes, Eric To- 
lentino, Oscar Espiritu, Domi- 
nador Jacob and Jesus Garcia on 
its roster. Although they have yet 
to reap the dividends of their la- 
bor, these guys cannot be taken 
for granted in the race for 


supremacy, 

Bowling Gold got a prized 
catch in Santy Bamachea, the 
2002 FedEx Express Tour of Cal- 
abarzon champion. 

Barnachea will take over the 
maneuverings of Bowling Gold, 
which has also tapped the comi- 
cal yet shrewd Ceferino Vacu- 
пама as head coach. 


Completing the 


champion Rolando 
won. 


е 
Н 


PARADORN celebrates 7-5 3-6 7-6 victory over Australian Peter Luczak. 


REUTERS 


Paradorn targets top 10 


MONACO Smoke-and, in Monte Carlo at leas, 
day-gets in your eyes. Grass doesnt of course, 
and for Parador Srichaphan the grasscourt sea- 
son сап come quickly enough as the Thai tennis 
ace targets the world top 10. 

Parador, seeded seven here, toiled in high 
winds on the Mediterranean shore before ek- 
ing out a 7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (7/4) win over Aus- 
tralian qualifier Peter Luczak to reach the sec- 
ond round of the Monte Carlo Masters Series 
and said he's take any wins on clay as a 
bonus. 

“Tt was my first match on clay this season-1 
didn't do much before coming here,” ex- 


plained the 23-year-old from Bangkok who 
jetted in on Sunday and had a couple of prac- 
tice sessions before tackling Luczak. 

Paradorn acknowledges the pressure is not 
yet fully on as he has nothing to defend on 
last year's clay season, save for a run to the 
third round of the French Open. 

[didn’t do anything from last year's Mona- 
co to the French Open. Clay is not my favorite 
surface. 

“Tve set my goal that after Wimbledon Га 
like to be in the top 10,” he explained, having 
gentiles CELE 


Tan-Ho cops 14-under title 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


JOSHUA Tar-Ho fashioned out a monumental 
"upset of top seed Russe! Arcilla Jr, 63, 62, yes- 
terday to pocket his first-ever boys 14-under divi- 
sion tide in the 2003 Milo Junior Tennis Cup and 
Regional Workshop at the Olivarez Sports Center 
indoor courts. 

The victory of the 11-year-old Tan-Ho 
not only sent shock waves to his long-time 
age-group counterparts but also brought 
promise to Milo's grassroots development 
program. 

Using his raw talent and displaying grace un- 
der pressure, Tan-Ho, а Xavier grade schooler, 
warded off Arcila’s persistent charge and went 
for the kill after only an hour 

He will thus earn points in the Group 2 
Philippine Tennis Association sanction for 
winning the netfest organized by the Chil- 
dren's Tennis Workshop and supported by 
Wilson balls, adidas and Sports Kid. 


Sharing the limelight with Tan-Ho was Kyle 
Dandan who won the centerpiece boys’ 18- 
under category after beating Michael Basco, 
4-6,6:1,63. 

Miguel Narvaez topped the boys 16-under, 
Tomie Apacible ruled the boys 12-under and Al- 
berto Villamor copped the unisex 10-under tte. 

Narvaez routed Nestor Celestino, 6-1, 6-1, in 
the finals, while Apacible bested Edwin Olivarez, 
62,75, and Villamayor defeated Noel Agra, 6-1, 
62 

In the girls division, Sarah Lim prevailed in 
the 12-under, Trudy Amoranto in the 14-un- 
der, Denise Culaba in the 16-under, and Kris- 
tel Samala in the 18-under division. 

Lim downed Regina Santiago, 6-1, 6-3; 
Amoranto demolished Hazel Grecia, 6-0, 6-3; 
Culaba overwhelmed Antonia Pascual, 6-2, 6- 
2; and Samala nipped Culaba, 7-5, 6-3. 

Philta chair Dr. Pablo R. Olivarez and Milo 
sports executive Pat Goe-Ong awarded the 
Milo trophies and medals to the winners. 


Armstrong, wife near reconciliation 


WASHINGTON —Kristin Armstrong, the 
estranged wife of four-time Tour de 
France winner Lance Armstrong, said the 
cycling legend will have his family toget! 
er in July when he goes for a fifth consecu- 
tive vietory. 


In an interview with Outside magazine, 
Kristin Armstrong said she and her husband 
are working on reconciling their four-and-a- 
half year marriage. She said they spent sever- 
al days together in Nice, France, in late 
March. AFP 


Ernie keeps Guam 
motocross diadem 


GUAM—Ernie Leongson became 
the first rider to become back-to- 
back champion in the 2003 Miller 
Light Smokin Wheel Invitational 
motocross championship held at 
the Calvo Memorial Off-Road 


Park here recently. 


Leongson, a two-time national 
champion known as "Mr. Nice 
Guy,” achieved the feat against 
some of the best riders in the re- 


gion. 


exem tee 


Looking almost unstoppable in 
his YZ 250, the mult awarded cam- 
paign from Taytay, Rizal dominated 
both the flat track and 250ce cate- 
gories to capture top honors in the 
twoday event organized by the 
Guam Racing Federatino (GRF). 

Leongson, who is also being 
supported by Shell Advance and 
Norkis Yamaha, defeated Guam 
champions Steve Santos and 
Frank Rios. 


“SPORTSTV - 


“Compiled by Lorenzo Manguiat 


BASKETBALL NBA - Wizards бат, pm. 
IBC 13; Knicks vs Cates, Game 5,15 Round 
1990 East Pays, tomorrow at Ват. Rock- 
es vs Jaz, Game 5, iet Rd 1995 West Pay- 
olis, tomorow at 11 am. Buts vs Lakers, 


отет, 1991 NBA Fis, Saturday at 7 am: 
Pockets vs Spurs, Gama 6, 1995 West Finais, 
‘Saturday at 9 am: Bucks vs Pars, Game 5, 
Tet id 2000 East Рао, Saturday at 11 am, 
Sots Spars 


roster of 
Bowling Gold are 5-foot-11 na- 
tional team mainstay Alfie Cata- 
lan, Michael Gonowon, Jeffrey 
Talaver, Dionisio Mendoza, Al- 
fredo Mapa and former Tour 


PLDENDD riders are also in 
peak form with Express Tour Al- 


bert Primero and Rainer Austria 
bound to create a lot of 
headaches for the opposition and 
make things easy for head coach 
Alfredo Millanes. 

Promising names like Jessie 
Bacudo, Noli Del Rosario, Roque 
Bautista, Virgilio Muena and Os- 
car Fronda also fortified the 
PLDENDD lineup. 


Lightning 
triumphs 


WASHINGTON —Vincent Lecavalier scored 
ona two-man advantage in overtime Tuesday 
as the Tampa Bay Lightning ended 41/2 years 
of frustration in the U.S. capital with a 4-3 
win over the Washington Capitals. 

With Jaromir Jagr and Ken Klee in the 
penalty box, Lecavalier poked in a rebound 
2:29 into the extra period, 

The victory reduced the Capitals’ first- 
round playoff series lead to 2-1 and snapped 
an ll-game Lightning losing streak at the 
MCI Center. Tampa Bay's last road win over 
Washington came on Nov. 4, 1998. 

After a game in which the playoffinexperi- 
enced Lightning again took too many needless 
penalties, it was the Capitals who were caught 
short. Jagr was called for roughing and Klee was 
caught elbowing Dave Andreychuk in the head in. 
overtime. 

‘After the winning goal, the first in 11 power- 
play chances in the series for the Lightning, the 
fans vented their frustration at the officials by lit- 
tering the ice with bottles and other items. 

In Boston, Dan McGillis scored twice as 
Boston finally beat Martin Brodeur and New 
Jersey, driving the goalie from the game and 
staying alive. AP 


Pagnana- 


SPORTSWATCH 


De Dios prevails 

TARLAC CITY—Nico Riego De Dios of Olongapo 
City defeated Christian Cuarto, 7-5, 6-4, to cap- 
ture his second straight boys’ 18-under title yes- 
terday in the First City Sunrise Junior Champi- 
onships at the Sunrise Tennis Club covered 
courts. Patrick Arevalo demolished Roman Flo- 
гега, 6-0, 6-0, for the boys 12-under plum, while 
Nikki Manalo bagged the girls’ 14-under over 
Trudy Amoranto, 6-2, 6-3. Maika Jae Tanpoco de- 
feated Clarice Patrimonio, 6-0, 6-0, for the unisex 
0-under titie. 


Siso double champ 

CEBU CITY—Bernardine Siso pulled off a double 
whammy yesterday after downing Maasin's June 
Montalbo, 6-4, 6-2, and sister Sally Mac Siso, 6-1 
(ret.), to win the boys’ 12-under and unisex 10- 
under titles, respectvel 

‘Tennis Cup at the Sancase Tennis Club and Cebu 
Country Club here. Francis Largo won the boys" 
14-under, Christian Canlas boys' 16-under, Janjie 
Soquino boys' 18-under, Julie Jopia girts’ 12-un- 
der, Jin Querubin giris' 14-under, Floreza Alesna. 
diris 16-under and Michelle Panis in the girls 18- 
under categories. 


Summer tennis camp 

THE SECOND Varsity Volleys-Prince Summer 
Tennis Camp will be held April 23-May 23 at the 
Valle Verde Country Club in Pasig City. Top varsity 
coaches Karl Santamaria (UST), Roland Kraut 
(0150), Dennis Sta. Cruz and Randy de Guzman 
(Ateneo) will conduct lessons for munchkins (8 
years and below) and beginners (7:30-9 a.m.), In- 
termediate and advanced (9-11 a.m.) every 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. Night sessions 
(6-8 p.m.) are held on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Aspiring high school and collegiate varsi- 
ty players are invited to Join the camp also sup- 
ported by Accel and Nassau. Interested parties 
may contact Mercy (742-0394 and 722-6578), 
Кап (0820-745-2180) and Randy (0917- 
5292371). 


Laguna marathon 

А TOTAL purse of P300,000 will be at stake when 
the Laguna invitational Marathon gets underway 
оп June 8. Organized by the San Pedro Team Uni- 
fied Sports Association of San Pedro, Laguna 
(SPTUSA), the marathon will pass eight key 
towns of Laguna, namely, Victoria-the starting 
line; Bay; Los Banos; Calamba; Cabuyao; Sta. 
Rosa; Bifian and will finish in San Pedro (Pacita 
Complex). The competition, the first of its kind in 
the county, wili see runners in 42K, 10K and 3K 
crossing strategic towns all the way to the tinish 
line in Pacita Complex. The 42k starts at 4:30 a.m. 
in Victoria; 10K In Sta. Rosa ;and the 3K in Biñan, 
respectively. 


Isada wins anew 

WINNING is becoming a habit for Ivan Isada. The 
Team Ultron standout posted his second straight victo- 
ry in the Uitron Rallycross Series recently. The reigning 
national ralycross champion took a comfortable lead 
during the second heat in tne RP 12 category and was 
untroubled despite etlampis by more experienced 
‘rivers to beat his me of 1:24.07. Edgen Dy-Llacco 
finished second with a time of 1:24.97 ina Toyota 
Startet while Team Blaze's Vip Isada placed third in a 
Honda Civic VTEX with 1:25.05. Ivan's second overall 
win, however, lod to move him into the top spotin 
the drivers standings. In tha NOR 19 category, father 
Vip overtook ven by a wide six points. Kenneth Doml- 
ra and an are now ted for second placa whe 
ivan’ teammate Art Guevara s third with nine points. 
Feman Lao, Ken Diaz of Team Ultron and Samantha 
‘Santiago placed first in the novice, clubman and ladies. 
categories, respectvely. 
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ALL-FILIPINO CUP 
Express repulse 


Beermen, 91-81 


pumping 14 of his 17 points in Lina-owned franchise has left the 
the final stretch as they jacked up Talk N Text Phone Pals as the only 
their record to 5-5, an unstable team they have not beaten since 
position but safe enough from joining the PBA last season. 

the reach of Group А tailender Talk М Text coach Joel Banal 
Purefoods (4-7). a eamed his first Eum ead in 

“Tve gained the experience of giv- the PBA at the expense of the Sta. 
THE FEDEX Express were ing my ream a boost at crunch time Luca Realtors, 8477, in the second 
used to wearing long faces af- uring my La Salle days. Atthesame game. The Phone Pals picked their 
ter every energy-sapping bat- time, coach Derrick has given me fifth win after 10 games while the 
tle against the San Miguel the authority to shoot freely from Realtors slipped to 5-6. 

Beermen. the outside” said Кіа, who gave ‘The Beermen, who have alter- 

“Things finally changed last night the Green Archers three consecutive nately won and lost clase games in 
and it took a sage happy Renren titles in the UAAP ther pest cung registered their P s 
Ritualo todo iras the Express pulled Meneses, the Express’ scoring fifth defeat after 10 games that put B 11 h d A 1 
ааа ардаан DULO ШАП ets antic title 
men, 91-81, in the Philippine Bas- ed in the third quarter, delivering 15 stiff race for the Samsung-PBA All 
ketali Association. oftheir 19 poins in that span before Filipino Cup crown. CHICAGO Eddy Curry made his and also handed New Jersey the with the same record. 

“Nothing really special. We just leaving everything at the hands of Scores: firsteightshots оп his way toaca- Atlantic Division title. A loss Wednesday could drop 
worked within che system with Ren- Ritualo in the end game. FEDEX 91—Meneses 24, Rib 17, reerhigh 31 points, and Jamal 1: was the third straight loss Philadelphia as low as fifth in the 
тепала Vergel (Meneses) delivering “Basically, ies the trust of Codiñera 10, Arboleda 9, Ferriols 8, Ert Crawford matched his career best for the 76ers, who dropped into East. 
the goods for us,” said FedEx coach coach (Derrick) which motivates 108, De Ocampo 7, Billones 6, Yap 2. Ro- with 33 as the Chicago Bulls beat а tie with Indiana for third place Allen Iverson scored 42 points 
Derrick Pumaren after the Express us to work harder. He always  driguezü. the Philadelphia 76ers 115-106 іп the Eastern Conference. Both and the 76ers outrebounded the 
scored their only victory against the gives us the go-signal totake over ЗАН MIGUEL 61—Belasco 21, Hon- Tuesday. teams wrap up their regular sea- Bulls 37-29. But it wasn’t enough 
Beermen in fourmeetings overall. when needed,” said Meneses, the ters 16, Gahol 12, Peña 12, Rars 9, Тһе Bulls kept the 76ers from sons Wednesday night, and the to offset their cold shooting. 

Ritualo cemented his statusas league's MVP in 1995. Victoria 6, Mente 3, Gamboa 2, Legaspi0, clinching home-court advantage Pacers have the edge in the Philadelphia shot just 38 percent 
the Express’ fourth-quarter man, With the Express win, the Bert Moody 0. in the first round of the playoffs tiebreaker if the teams wind up бот the floor. 


Superal a Ranidel Jordan’s journey 


wins by top MVP | eme а 
E Б too much swayed by a grateful 
39 shots aspirant remembrance of former in- Ра 


GAMES SUNDAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
4 p.m.— Coca-Cola vs Red Bull 
6:30 p.m.—Ginebra vs Shell 


By June Navarro 


Houston's Yao Ming (right) blocks a shot while teammate Eddie Griffin (33) chases the ball and Memphis's 
Pau Gasol (16) watches during their NBA game yesterday. Houston won, 97-86. wm 


stances, or by an affectionate ® 
" Sensibility to this transcendent Д 
By Jong Arcano By Roy Luarca proof of the confidence of my 
du = bu fellow citizens, and have Mendoza 
А STRUGGLING windup denied BETTER than his brother. thence too little consulted my 
him of what could have been 3 = Thats the consensus of bas- incapacity as well as disinclina- Jordan and the Wizards lost. 
something for the record books S ^ ketballfans who've seen Ranidel | tion for the weighty and un- that game to the New York 
but Wolen Juan Superal won de Ocampo play in the Sunkist- | tried cares before me, my error Knicks but that's not what mat- 
boys Class D by a big margin just PBL 2003 Unity Cup. will be palliated by the motives tered. What mattered was, Jor- 
the same in the Samsung Jungolf Quite a compliment, consider- | which mislead me, anditscon- dan, in dishing out his usual 
‘Tour at the Faldo course of the у ing that the brother being referred | Sequences be judged by my high-impact game, was given 
Eagle Ridge Golf and Country toisYancydeOcampo,namedone | country with some share ofthe ап ovation for 2 minutes and 
Club in Genera! Trias, Cavite. of the league's top 20 players and | partiality in which they origi- 45 seconds as he sat on the 
Superal was on course for his currently carving his name with | nated.” bench after he left the game 
third straight sub-par score as the the FedEx Express in the PBA | The above was by George with 2:02 to play Itwas an ova- 
chubby son of a teaching pro went ‘Certainly, Ranidel deserves | Washington, the first American tion like no other, unleashed by 
three under going into the final the praises. president. It formed part of his а packed crowd at the 20,000- 
comer. He, however, bogeyed his Steady and deadly during the | first inaugural address to the seat MCI Center that watched 
16% hole, parred the next before | classification stages, ћезіх- оог | American people delivered on America's most famous piece 
‘stumbling with a double bogey on five John-O stalwart is the lead- | April 30, 1789. of athletic art play his last 
the last hole. ing contender for this years 1 quote Washington today in game on Washington soil 
Had Superal at least bogeyed Most Valuable Player plum. the wake of Michael Jordan's ~ When Jordan decided to 
the 18th, he could have made it Ranidel, already a back-to-back | farewell game on Tuesday as come back a second time from 
as the first jungolfer in recent E MVP awardee of the National in- | an NBA player, which washeld retirement in 2001, the cynics 
memory to finish a tournament ter-Collegiate Basketball Champi- | atthe American seat of govern- had a grand time ostracizing His 
with three consecutive rounds ‘onships, boasts 189 points after | ment named after Washington Aimess. Litle did they know 
under par, His six-under 210 ef- earning 129 points on statistics | himself-Washingtoninthe Dis- that Mr. Tongue was up to the 
fort for 54 holes nevertheless 8 and60 points on won games. tricrof Columbia. occasion. For Jordan, he had 
gave him his third straight victo- 3 Hestheleaguesfourhbestin | Washington, the greatly re- Bernard Baruch famous line 
ry in the summer, far ahead of a scoring averaging 15.6 pointsa | spected commander of the when he donned his jersey 23 
Migs Arevalo (87-249). 1 4 game, fourth in rebounds with | Continental Army during the anew at age 38: "To me, old age 
Debbie de Villa provided the 3 8.6 and even made it seventh | Revolutionary War, is consid- is always 15 years older than 1 
excitement that was missing in + among the best three-point ered the greatest American am.” So that today, both the. six- 
the other divisions when she Ped: XC ^ shooters with a high 46-percent | Presidentever. tyish Jake Ayson and Hermie 
nipped Bambi dela Paz by one in 3 ч clip or six of 14 attempts. Jordan, perhaps the only Rivera are celebrating their 45th 
the girls Class C of the tourney ke: Ad t г “Idol ko rin si Kuya (Yancy) аһа | cager with moves that can nev- or something birthday. 
backed by Philippine Airlines,  SUPERAL exults after holing out. — Tm grateful that the PBLalso gave | er be copied, is arguably ће Jordan may have failed to 
Airlift Asia, Global Lighting, Air after holing out. me the chance to shine, kaya па. | greatest basketball player ofall bring Washington to the play- 
Liquide and Exito Mfg. Wilson is ^ Yee and Geleen Handog in Class 298), Sumampong (87-258) fin- man lalo ko pang pinagbubuti. Sig- | Ume. otis but be сасе Е 
the equipment sponsor. B, Bren Sumampong in boys ished two up on Anejo Asistio uro kung makukuha ko ang MVE Washington's speech could ards to global consciousness 
De Villa, one of three sisters Class C, Isabella Pineda in girs (90-260) and Pineda won by thatwillbethebestrewardformy | well be Jordan's, 100. A and helped the team sellout 
playing in the circuit, benefited Class D and Bino dela Paz and eight over Farah Monsalve with efforts,” seid Ranidel. farewell speech, фагіѕ_ all82 home games the past two 
foma double par by dela Pazon Sun Mi Huang in Class E. 3310339, Bino dela Paz (Sl.  Hapee's Rich Alvarez is close Fon in “executing his task” to seasons-a record. If that’s not 
the ninth hole and held her ` The tour tekes a break in def- 249) and Sun, daughter ofa Ko- behind in second with 184 | resurrect himself from retire- something to crow about, what 
ground inthe back nine to posta erence to the Holy Week before rean expatriate, ruled their divi- points, gaining 109 points on | mentandbecomean NBA play- is? 
One stroke victory, De Villa resuming with the Junior World sions with plenty to spare. statistics and 75 on won games. er again as а Washington Wize 1 say to you there are so few 
scored а 92 while dela Paz closed ^ qualifying at Southwoods and Yee rallied with an 81-283 to “The Ateneo Blue Eagle issecond | ard, Jordan was swayed by “an who know the art of growing 
outwith a 93 for 268.and 269to- Riviera next week. beat the fancied Tonton Asisdo by best off the boards, with 10 re- | affectionate sensibility” of the old gracefully. That is as true as 
tals, respectively. Oleas 80.243 gave him a three while Handog tumed in her bounds per game aside from an av- | confidence his fellow Ameri- the hue of a rainbow and Jor- 
Winning the titles in the other _four-shot win over Nonoy Negri- best score in three days of 86 for erage of 6.7 points and 1.8 steals. cans had bestowed upon him dan, the owner of six NBA 
divisions were Aran Olea and  do,Campings62-246 pucherfar 271 and the biggest waning mar. But the biggest threat so faris | despite the onslaught of Father championship rings as a Chica- 
Remijin Camping in Class A, Mike ^ ahead of Pauline Ponciano (99- gin in the tourney of 104 токе. Nutrili-cious banger Nelber | Time. go Bull, has mastered that, too. 
Omolonwho chalked up 181sta- | You are old in basketball if Done in amazing grace yer. 
tistical points. you are 38, Jordan is 40 years — Jordan will never fade into 
The 6-foot-3 Omolon is the old now. Yet, in his farewell the sunset. The sunset 
No. 1 league scorer with 19.4 | game Tuesday in Washington will-with him. Even that, 1 
points, No. lin blocks with 2.8, | D.C., he scored 21 points and guess, can never be copied by 
the best in field goals with а 66. | had 8 rebounds. Those were anyone, save perhaps by an 
percent clips (33-050) and sev- | numbers usually done by play- alien, 
enth in rebounds with 7.6. ers much younger than Jordan. If ever there is one. 


Quisay, Minas rule Baguio 10K run 


HOMETOWN bets Alex Quisay tional marathon record holder the start to emerge champion it 
and Marychiel Minas taking ad- Cristabel Mantes, were not al- 47:56. Libranda Tamson was sec 
vantage of the national team's ab- lowed to participate by the Patafa ond in 50:27 with Michell 
sence ruled their respective dii. to avoid injuries. Chungao salvaging third plac 

SIR sions in last Sundays Pharmaton_ Quisay clocked 38 minutes 105044 io 
10K Run held in Baguio City De- and 38 seconds while Marson ^ Васе director Raffy Uytiepo to 
TOP KARTER Я ^ fending champion Eduardo Bue. Tarcelo and Alunes Pudes timed већег with city sports coordinato: 
Tuason Racing Project lead driver JP Tuason (No. 25 in red race navista, SEA Games riist Roy 38:44 and 39:13 to pocket sec- Edison Villafuerte, Pharmaton* 
Rotax class in the kickoff leg of the 2003 Shell Super Karting Series at the Carmona Circuit Philippines. Wence, former Milo Marathon ond and third places respectively. Manny Curina and Samsung 


The former Karter of the Year clocked 21:38.866 in the final heat, just 3.882 seconds ahead of Lee king Allan Ballester, women’s na- In the distaff side, Minas led from Rose Hilario awarded the prizes. 
Bumgarner. 
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Big backlash vs barangay heads 


HOLY WEEK VACATION 


MEMBERS of the Philippine National Police and the Philippine Coastguard maintain peace and order at the port in Manila South 


harbor, which has been swamped by passengers off to the provinces for the long weekend. Security was tight also in bus stations and 


other transport terminals. 


EGOSADS 
CST 


Arson being used to drive away Family of 6 
squatters along railroad tracks? trapped in 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


RAILROAD squatters yesterday 
expressed fear of what they 
called a new form of demolition: 
arson. 

"We've been receiving informa- 
tion that arson is being used as а 
new form of demolition,” said 
Don Pangan of the militant group 
Sanlakas which backs thousands 
of railroad squatters. 

‘The squatters said they are afraid 


TIKELN Yo mics! 


Next time, 
remember 
their faces 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


IT WAS a good thing that 

Melanie S. Almogela never 
forgot the faces of the men 
who robbed her on Sunday. 

She chanced upon them 
in another bus on Tuesday 
night, and got the authori- 
ties catch them. 

Suspects Arnel Fernan- 
dez, a 25-year-old driver, 
and Rodel Ramirez, a 20- 
year-old conductor, are now 
in jail. Recovered from them 
was the victim's cell phone. 

PO2 Raymund Bilgera 
said that Almogela, a 33- 
year-old casino employee, 
‘was first robbed inside a bus 
that was traveling along the 
Ayala flyover on Sunday. 

Before reaching the fly- 
over, Almogela noticed that 
the bus was not picking up 
passengers anymore. Then 
Ramirez turned off the 
lights while Fernandez, who 
pretended to be a passenger, 
Sat beside her and poked a 
knife at her. 

Fernandez then grabbed 

NEXTTIME AI 


that the government might deliber- 
ately bum their shanties to clear the 
мау for the rehabilitation of the na- 
tional railway system. 

At least three fire incidents in 
squatter communities in Quezon 
City beginning late last year in- 
volved pieces of disputed proper- 
ty, according to Pangan. 

“Arson is the easiest way to 
drive away informal settlers,” he 
told the Inquirer. "So it won't be 
any surprise if one of our commu- 


nities goes up in smoke one of 
these days.” 

Families whose shanties ob- 
struct railroad tracks in Metro 
Manila are now on alert against 
people who might infiltrate their 
communities. 

They conduct background 
checks on newcomers to deter- 
mine if they have relatives in the 
area or if they are one of the so- 
Called "professional squatters," 
according to Pangan. 


Radio reporter escapes 
death in Sta. Cruz holdup 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


A FEMALE radio reporter became 
the news herself when three men 
robbed her of her cell phone then 
tried to stab her in Sta. Cruz, 
Manila yesterday morning. 

Radio Mindanao Network re- 
porter Grace F Vergel, 22, of Binon- 
do, Manila was on her way to work 
and waiting for a jeepney at Plaza 
Lacson in Sta. Cruz at 5:45 a.m. yes- 
terday when the suspects struck, 
said Insp. Bagtas Opriasa, head of 


the Western Police District-Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Unit. 

But police managed to nab one 
of the ‘suspects, who was later 
identified as Ryan A. Aliane, 31, of 
65 Pampanga St., Tondo, Manila. 

Vergel told police that her cell 
phone had rang and she an- 
Swered it. But one of the suspects 
hugged her and grabbed her cell 
phone from behind, 

The suspect then pulled out а 
knife and was about to stab her 
when a jeepney stopped near them. 


Pasay fire 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


A FAMILY of six, induding a 6- 
month-old baby, perished in a huge 
fire that razed at least 47 houses in 
a congested area in Pasay City early 
yesterday moming. 

Found amid the ruins of their 
two-story house were Adelina Pas- 
cua, 51, her children Dolores, 32, 
Philip, 14, and Mary Jane, 23, and 
Mary Jane's children, John Dave, 
3, and Mark Gerald, 6 months. 

John Dave was charred to 
death while the rest died of suffo- 
cation, said fire investigator 
SFO1 Alfredo Delfin Jr. 

Authorities have yet to deter- 
mine what actually caused the 
fire. But residents said they first 
noticed thick smoke coming from 
the ceiling of a three-story house 
near the Pascua residence at 
around 2m. 

Flames immediately engulfed 
neighboring houses in Barrio 
Pilipino in Tramo and raged for 
about three hours. 

Witnesses told investigators 
that the Pascuas panicked when 
clouds of smoke began creeping 
into their house. 


Pandacan groups 
bewail ‘turnaround’ 
on oil depot case 


By Jerome Aning 


GROUPS pressing for the re- 
moval of the Pandacan fuel depot 
yesterday accused the big three 
oil companies of “exploiting the 
destitution of the people of Pan- 
dacan” even as barangay chairs in 
the district backed the retention 
of the ой facility in the district. 

The United Front to Oust the 
Oil Depot and the Pandacan 
Neighborhood Association are 
gathering signatures for a peti- 
tion opposing the chairs’ decision 
toallow the depot to stay. 

Some 6,000 residents have 
signed the counter-petition, said 
UFO-OD convenor, lawyer 
Vladimir Alarique Cabigao. 

Cabigao faulted the barangay 
chairs’ interpretation of what is 
the general welfare of their con- 
stituents, saying that the chairs 
regard the economic well-being 
of their constituents as more im- 
portant than the safety issues in- 
volving the depot. 

In the position paper submit- 
ted by the barangay chairs to the 
City Council las month, the 
barangay officials cited legal and 
socio-economic reasons for the 
retention of the depot. The posi 
tion paper was signed by 42 of 
the 43 barangay chairs in the dis- 
triet, 

The barangay officials said 
many residents work in the depot 
or have put up businesses like 


eateries for depot workers. 

The chairs also said that they 
were satisfied with the security 
and safety measures being im- 
posed in the facility by the oil 
firms. 

The oil firms are also generous 
donors in many livelihood pro- 
jects, charities and special events 
in the district. 

But Cabigao said many of the 
chairs are themselves economi- 
cally dependent on the oil compa- 
nies “so we can't expect them to 
bite the hand that feeds them.” 

“We are not willing to lay our 
heads on the block for the benefit 
of those who are economically 
dependent on the depot because 
we put a greater value on our 
right to life than to the economic 
right of the few who will be dis- 
placed in the event that the ой de- 
pot is removed,” said a manifesto 
ofthe anti-depot groups. 

Cabigao said the area that the 
ой depot occupies would be con- 
verted into an economic zone, 
which will benefit Pandacan resi- 
dents. 

"Jobs that will be lost with the 
removal of the depot would be re- 
placed and the area would be de- 
veloped in harmony with a sound 
urban planning,” he said. 

Cabigao also lambasted the oil 
companies for allegedly using 
threats of oil price hikes and sup- 
ply shortages to prolong their 
stay in Pandacan, 


2 sons of Cainta councilor 
held for Parsons rob case 


By T] Burgonio 


TWO SONS of a Cainta councilor 
have been arrested in connection 
with the twin robbery attempts at 
the home of singer-actor Sonny 
Parsons in Marikina City. 

Agents of the Criminal Investiga- 
tion and Detection Group arrested 
brothers Romeo and Michael Sicat 
during a raid on their "lir" in 
Barangay San Andres, Cainta, Rizal, 
at around 12:302.m. Tuesday 

The brothers, sons of councilor 
Bert Sicat, were believed to be 
leaders of the Sicat robbery gang, 
which gained notoriety for steal- 
ing motorcycles in Rizal, officials 
said ata press briefing. 

‘The two brothers, however, 
claimed that their arrest was "po- 
litical harassment.” 

Parsons, who was present at the 
briefing, said that the 32-year-old 


Romeo resembled the man who 
drove the getaway vehicle of the 
band which barged into his home in 
Marikina last July and early this 
year ina series of robbery attempts. 

He killed three of the suspects 
during a shootout in the first inci- 
dent. 

CIDG agents were able to trace 
the whereabouts of the suspects 
based on the conduction sticker 
number of the suspects’ get-away 
car provided by Parsons and in- 
formation furnished by civilians, 
said Chief Insp. James Brillantes. 

When presented to the media, 
Romeo and his 27-year-old broth- 
er, Michael, however, denied the 
charges. 

“This is politics. This isthe first 
time I saw Mr. Parsons,” said the 
bearded Romeo. "This is far from 
the truth. Mr. Parsons is my idol," 
added his brother. 


Making a USE out of icons and crucifixes 


By Anne Luisa E. Villarico 


GOOD Friday brings brisk busi- 
ness to Jovi Feliciano who makes 
a living alongside fortune tellers 
and herb vendors. 

Feliciano, 52, sells religious 
images, crucifixes and candles on 
the busy streets of Hidalgo in 
Quiapo, Manila. 

Customers flock to buy from 
her religious images that would 
further heighten the somber 
mood of the Lenten season, says 
Feliciano, whose stall stands near 
the Quiapo church which draws 
religious fanatics from all over 
the metropolis. 

Feliciano grew up in Quiapo to 
parents who also made a living by 
selling religious items. She her- 
self started selling sculptured im- 
ages after she graduated from 
high school. She was only 17. 

Ч was a self-supporting stu- 
dent then, I would sell in the 
morning and attend classes by 5 
in the afternoon,” she narrates. 

At a nearby college, Feliciano 
enrolled in a two-year secretarial 
course, but she married Eduardo 
Feliciano before she could finish 
the course. Feliciano then decid- 
ed to go into business full time. 

‘The business has made enough 
money for her to be able to send 


MS JOVI Feliciano (left) attends to one of her customers. 


her four children to school, says 
Feliciano. 

Three of her kids are already 
married and have children of 
their own, except for Jeremy, her 
youngest, who had just graduat- 
ed from high school. 

Feliciano says her day starts at 
6 in the morning. Together with 
her husband, she would tend her 
stall standing tinder я huge um- 


+ 


brella to shield herself and her 
images from the hear. If it rains, 
she would cover the images with 
a blanket. It has been this way for 
Feliciano for 30 years now. 

The prices of her goods vary— 
from P350 to as high as P2,500 fora 
large image of the Black Nazarene. 

Feliciano says that she ‘orders 
some of her items from dealers in 
Macanral Ратрапея and imaeee 
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made of wood from the town of 
Paete in Laguna. 

‘Through the years, Feliciano 
has made a lot of regular cus- 
tomers, mostly devotees of the 
Black Nazarene, who come to 
Quiapo to fulfill religious vows. 

“The image of the Black 
Nazarene and crucifixes sell fast 
because these are popular with 
devotees " Feliciano savs. 


Sometimes, customers would 
look for images of less popular 
saints, like Sta. Lucia, patron 
saint of people suffering from eye. 
ailments. If she does not have the 
image and the customer is willing 
to wait, she would order it from 
her supplier. 

“Pag walang benta, pasensya 
(Tough luck if 1 don't make a 
sale), Feliciano says. 

But Fridays are good days for 
her, especially the first Friday of 
the month, which is when devo- 
tees flock to Quiapo church. 

Does she pray before the im- 
ages she sells? 

“Ves,” Feliciano says without hes- 
itation. "Being a Roman Catholic, 
ouraltaris complete with saints.” 

She stresses the importance of 
having saints in the house espe- 
cially during the Lenten Season 
for the traditional "pabasa." 

Although she has few regrets in 
life, Feliciano still longs to be an 
office girl and maybe work in an 
air-conditioned environment and 
not under the sweltering heat of 
the sun, But she says that she is al- 
ready content with what she has 
and what she made of her life. 

“Tama na yung may darating sa 
‘min kahit konti lang, okay na (I's 
enough that we make a litle 
money)," she says. 
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‘No left turn’ 
policy set on 2 
key Metro roads 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


AFTER what officials deem a fa 
vorable run at Edsa and several 
major intersections, the no left 
tum and no crossing policy of 
the Metro Manila Develop- 
ment Authority would be 
implemented along Quezon 
and Gil Puyat avenues. 

This was according to 
MMDA General Manager 
Robert Nacianceno, who said 
the idea behind the implemen- 

“tation of the new traffic scheme 

"is to ensure that the vehicular 
flow along the two avenues 
would be non-stop. 

"The plan is to keep the traffic 
moving unobstructed,” he said. 

From the Elliptical road to the 
Welcome Rotunda stretch of Que- 
zon Avenue, and from the Roxas 
Boulevard to Edsa stretch of Gil 
Puyat Avenue, motorists would 
be banned from turning left. In- 
stead they would be made to use 


a U-turn slot 

to go to the next Jane and then 
turn right on their original desti- 
mation. 

Vehicles coming from the per- 
pendicular lane would also be 
‘banned from crossing intersections. 
Instead, they would be made to 
merge with the immediate lane, 


take the U-turn slot and then con- 
tinue on their preferred roadway. 

When this scheme takes effect, 

traffic lights will be virtually 

rendered useless, said Traffic 

Director Angelito Vergel de 
Dios. 

Не also said the program is 
stili in йз planning stage. The 
traffic director added that the 
MMDA and the Public Works 
and Highways department are 

studying the expansion of Que- 

zon Avenue and looking for the 

proper areas where the Очып 
slots would be placed. 

Vergel de Dios also said the no 
left turn and no crossing policies 
have worked well for Edsa and 
other intersections where it was 
implemented, with traffic flow im- 
proving considerably when it was 
implemented in July last year. 

Nacianceno said the MMDA is 
in the stage of conducting data 
gathering to quantify how much 
the traffic flow has improved. 


By Jerome Aning 


IF A trip out-of town for the East- 
er holidays is out of the question, 
try the Baywalk on Roxas Boule- 
vard for a cheap and convenient 
getaway for the long weekend. 
The Roxas Boulevard Baywalk 
linear park is Manila's newest 
tourist attraction, and is an ideal 
recreation and leisure destina- 
tion for the family, according to 


ticket, she noticed that he was 
trying to hide his face from her. 

Startled, she observed him 
and realized that the conductor 
was Ramirez, the same man 
who was in cahoots with the 
one who robbed her. She then 
looked at who was driving the 
bus, and saw that it was the very 
same suspect who grabbed her 
belongings two days ago. 

‘She then went down the bus 


Next time... 
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the victim's cell phone, earrings 
and bracelet before alighting 
from the bus. 

Almogela reported the inci- 
dentto the police. 

On Tuesday, she boarded a 
Guadalupe-bound bus in Pasay. 
As the conductor gave hera. 


thecity government. 

Even President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo has already been enamored 
by the Baywalk, which had at- 
tracted all sorts of people-from 
Joggers to senior citizens, to 
tourists to artists. 

Mayor Lito Atienza cannot stop 
talking of the popularity of the 
Baywalk, which he said is one of 
the best accomplishments of his 
Buhayin ang Maynila urban re- 
newal program. 

Park goers can sit on the sea- 


and asked for help from the po- 
Jice, who caught up with the 
suspects along Ayala Avenue. 

Atthe police station, authori- 
ties recovered Almogela's cell 
phone with her SIM card intact 
from Fernandez. 

According to PO2 Bilgera, in- 
cidents where the bus driver and 
the bus conductor themselves 
меге guilty of or were in cahoots 
with robbers are not unusual. 


SUPREME COURT DOCTRINES 


REMEDIAL LAW (CIVIL PROCEDURE)- Distinction between the 
jurisdiction of a court to modify its judgment and its jurisdiction to 
‘enforce its judgment—There is a distinction between the jurisdic- 
tion ofa court to modify its judgment and its jurisdiction to enforce 
its judgment. The jurisdiction of the court to amend, modify or al- 
ter its judgment terminates when the judgment becomes final. This 
is the principle of immutability of final judgment that is subject to 
only few exceptions, none of which is present in this case. On the 
other hand, the jurisdiction of the court to execute its judgment 
continues even after the judgment has become final for the pur- 
рохе of enforcement of judgment. [Citations omitted.) [Justice 
Carpio, First Division, Natalia Realty, Inc. v. Court Of Appeals (For- 
mer Ninth Division), G.R. No. 126462. Nov. 12, 2002} 

Dicest ви R. В. Vera 
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Thursday, April 17 
Holy Thursday 


Tt was before the feast of the Passover. Jesus realized that his hour 
had come to pass from this world to the Father, and as he had loved 
those who were his own in the world he would Tove them with perfect 
love. 

They were at supper and the devil had already put into the mind of 
Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray. Jesus knew that the Father had 
entrusted all things to him, and as he had come from God, he was go- 
ing to God. So he got up from table, removed his garment and taking a 
towel, wrapped it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 
he was wearing. 

When he came to Simon Peter, Simon said to him, “Why, Lord, you 
‘want to wash my feet!” Jesus said, “What I am doing you cannot un- 
derstand now, but afterwards you will understand it.” Peter replied, 
"You shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you can have no part 
with me.” Then Simon Peter said, "Lord, wash not only my feet, but al- 
so my hands and my head!” 

Jesus replied, “Whoever has taken a bath does not need ro wash 
(except the feet), for he is clean all over. You are clean, though not all 
of you.” Jesus knew who was to betray him; because of this he said, 
*"Notall of you are clean.” 

When Jesus had finished washing their feet, he put on his garment 
again, went back to the table and said to them, "Do you understand 
what I have done to you? You call me Master and Lord, and you are 
right, for so Тат, IFI, then, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet, you also must wash one another’ feet. 1 have just given you an 
example that as I have done, you also may do.” 

‘Commentary 

Jesus' way of power and authority is ће way of service and humility. 
‘The world rejected Christ because he had tried to show it a way different 
from what it had gotten used to, and different from the way it wanted to 
conduct itself Where the world sought power, Jesus sought service. Where 
the world sought fame, Jesus sought lowliness and humility. Where the. 
world sought wealth, Jesus sought poverty and oneness with the needy 
‘and oppressed. Jesus was a scandal to the values the world held dear. He 
had to go. But that is the way of all goodness. It is often vindicated after it 
has undergone much trial and pain. Jesus, in washing his disciples’ feet 
shows us the way we should walk, if we are го Бе like him, if we desire го 
follow him, not only to the cross of Good Friday, but to the glory of Easter 
Sunday. 

Claretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vilas, Diliman, Que 
zon City, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel: 921-3984; Fax: 
921.7429; E-mail: 'claret@cni.net; Websites: husp://www.bible. 
elaret.org (Claretian Publications Inc.) & htp://missionaries.claret.org 
(Glaretians in the Philippines) 


SENAKULO IN PASIG 

Samahang Senakulista ng Sta. Teresa de Avila of Barangay Pineda, 
Pasig City presents Via Crusis-Live, in the streets of Barangay Pineda 
and Barangay Kapitolyo on Good Friday, April 18. The Virgin Mary is 
played by Joyce Ann de Leon and Lord Jesus by Al Lirio with Mrs. 
Annie de Leon as director. The folktheater troupe which has 
preserved the tradition of cantada and hablada was founded in 1974 
by Filomeno and Josefina de Leon with CCP Awardee Naty Crame 
Rogers as consultant. 


Do we hate 


A few days ago, a Singaporean, 
Dennis Ng or Sia Hwee, 44, died 
inside the BID detention center, 
according to an inside source. 

The cause of death was пог 
known but the body was taken го 
the Ospital ng Makati for autop- 
зу. 

At the request of his Filipino 
wife, Ng's body was to be cremat- 
ed. 


SOMETHING should be done to 
make life bearable inside the de- 
tention center at the Bureau of 
Immigration so we won't be ac- 
cused of being a nation of xeno- 
phobics. A xenophobic is one has 
great hatred for foreigners. 

A foreigner who has been in- 
side the BID detention center told 
me the jail is very congested. This 
foreigner said that there were 
250 detainees inside cells that ed. 
‘can accommodate only 60 peo- Ironically, it was at the in- 
ple. stance of his wife that Ng was de- 

We should treat foreign de- tained at the BID jail, according 
tainees with more compassion tomysource. 
than those inside our city and 
town jails. The crime that most of 
these foreigners has committed is 
overstaying in the country. 


We should not be like Saudi 
Arabia that treats foreigners 
like rubbish. 

Ive talked to a lot of our 
countrymen who have worked, 
ог are still working, in that 
desert kingdom about how for- 
eign workers are treated there. 

Although the pay is good, a 
foreign worker in Saudi has to 
have the stomach to bear the 
humiliation of being treated 


like an outcast. 


Itjust so happens that not be- 
ing able to leave the way coun- 
try way past the date set by the 
BID for his departure is a crime 
on the part of a foreigner. 

Most of these foreigners have 
become so enamored of the 
Philippines and its people they 
don't want to leave. 

Is ita crime to bea stranger 
in a country that you have 
come to love? 


In Saudi Arabia, when a for- 
eigner gets run over by a car driv- 


Я H 


THE Baywalk on Roxas Boulevard in Manila is being touted as the newest tourist spot and the most. 
successful project so far of the urban renewal program of the city. 


Celebrating Easter? 
Try the ‘Baywalk’ 


Es Yuson 


1 more dead 
in Marikina 
drug war 


wall or on the benches to watch 
By Nelson Е Flores 


the famous Manila Bay sunset 
and enjoy the sea breeze. 

‘The promenade now has granite 
and stone blocks flooring, and land- 
scaping around the coconut trees. 
There are even swinging chairs at 
the southern portion ofthe park. 

More important, the Baywalk 
is a very safe place, according to 
Atienza. 

"It is a very safe place even at 
night, since we have installed 
bright multi-colored globe 
lights,” he said. 

The mayor said City Hall had 
leased portions of the park for 
outdoor cafes and snack kiosks. 

He said the Baywalk is also a 
jump off point for other parks 
that families could stroll to, like 
the Rizal Park and Liwasang 
Bonifacio in the north, and the 
Paraiso ng Batang Maynila, Mani- 
la Zoo and Rajah Sulayman Park 
in Malate. 


ANOTHER man was yesterday 
killed in what Marikina police be- 
lieve is an ongoing war between 
two drug syndicates operating in 
the city. 

The killing has brought to 
three the number of victims of the 
supposed drug war in the last 
four weeks. 

Police said the victim died from 
several gunshot wounds in the head 
and body. He was clad in white Т. 
shirt black denim shorts, black belt 
‘marked with Mario Balet, and was 
shod in white slippers. 

Police described the victim as 
about 5-foot-5 tall, fair complex- 
ioned and slim. He has а heart- 
shaped tattoo in the right leg. 

A silver ring, green lighter, a 
white towel marked with “Bob- 
by” and a deformed slug from 
what could be a .9 mm. pistol 
were found on the victim, police 
said. 

Police said pedestrians had 
found the body at 7:30 a.m. near 
the Tumana riverbank in Baran- 
gay Concepcion Uno, which is no- 
torious for drug trafficking. 

Witnesses also told police they 
"heard gunshots in the area about 8 
hours before the body was found. 

"Two weeks ago, suspected drug 
dealer Jimmy Espanola, 32, was 
shot dead in Sitio Tumana with a 9 
mm. pistol, which police believe 
could be the same gun used in 
killing Maria Hanzen, another sus- 
pected drug dealer Hanzen was 
found shot to death a week before 
Espanola's body was discovered. 


RI homecoming 
set on May 17 


BALIKBAYAN alumni of Batch 
1963 of the Rizal Institute in Can- 
lubang, Laguna are expected to 
come home to attend their grand 
alumni homecoming at the 
school campus on May 17. 
Dubbed “Spirit of '63 Lives 
On,” the grand homecoming will 
be the first for members of Batch 
1963 after 40 years, and organiz- 
ers of the event have lined up a 
number of activities for the day. 
For more details, call 049- 
5491917 ог049-5492714. 


A big puzzle for QC cops 


By Alcuin Papa pearance of the equipment. 

‘According to Dy, the equip- 
ment were taken from the Uni- 
versity of the East Ramon 
Magsaysay Hospital in Sta. Mesa 
tobe repaired. 

Employees of the company 
loaded the equipment into a de- 
livery van (UAV-981) to take the 
equipment to the main office. 

However, unidentified sus- 
pects waylaid and took the van 

ihile being driven in New Manila. 
in Quezon City. 


QUEZON City police are still puz- 
дей over the disappearance of 
some P800,000 worth of medical 
equipment which seemed to have 
vanished into thin air the other 
day. 

Rolando Dy, 45, a representa- 
tive of Marsman Drysdale Medi- 
cal Products Inc, appeared be- 
fore Central Police District Crimi- 
nal Investigation Unit yesterday 
to file a complaint on the disap- 


foreigners? 


some items, she felt that some- 
body at the back, a male, was 
nudging her behind. She said 
she could feel his hard "instru- 
ment.” 

Frightened, she left the store in 
a hurry without as much as look- 
ing behind her. 

‘Bur the maniac followed her to 
another store and persisted in 
nudging her behind with his “roy- 
al hardness. 

She said she got hold of an in- 
sect repellent and sprayed the 
man's face with its gontents. This 
was after she felt wegness at her 
back. 


en by its citizen, its a waste of 
time for him to file charges 
against him in court. 

‘The Saudi court will almost al- 
ways rule in favor of the Saudi 
driver even if he was reckless. 

Why? Because the judge will 
say that if the foreigner didn’t 
come to Saudi, he wouldn't have 
metan accident! 

Ifyou don't believe me, try ask- 
ing a Filipino who has worked in 
Saudi. 


The Arab man cried in pain 
and ran away. 

He came back with the reli- 
gious police, He said my friend 
was molesting him. Without 
asking for her side, they forced 
her to go with them to their sta- 
tion. 

Only after much explaining 
and showing proof that the 
Arab man was at fault did the 
police let her go. 

And what was her proof? The 
man's semen. 


A friend who once. worked 
for Saudi Airlines or Saudia as a 
flight stewardess told me of the 
bias that country has against 
foreigners. 

My friend will never forget 
that bitter experience. It was 
her day off from work so she 
decided to shop at a flea market. 
the natives call “souk,” 

While she was looking over 
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‘Text-savvy’ RP techies 
granted patents for SMS 


PHILIPPINE-based Chikka Asia Inc. 
and affiliate Bidshot, the country's 
leading mobile messaging and wire- 
less services companies, confirmed 
they have received patent grants from 
the Intellectual Property Office 
Singapore. Patent grants are also ез 
pected shortly from the other coun- 
tries signatory to the Patent Coopera- 
tion Treaty. Applications had in fact 
been filed under the Patent Coopera- 
tion Treaty that extends patent pro- 
tection to most major wireless mar- 
kets, including the Philippines, and 
‘majority of European countries. 

"patents are an integral part of our 
investment in technology and our ef- 
fort to establish the Philippines as a 
regional center for excellence in wire- 
less applications development,” said 
Dennis Mendiola, Chikka Asia Inc., 
chief executive officer. 

‘The patented methods and systems 
are employed in Chikka's mobile-cen- 
tric Instant Messenger, which connects 
PC users to cellular phones through 
text messaging or SMS (Short Message 
Service on GSM networks) and also in 
their other wireless applications and 
services. Chikka connects to all major 
Philippine GSM operators. 

The announcement came at the 
heels of search reports confirming 


“no prior art” for Chikka's patent- 
pending “suffixing” technology. A “no 
prior art” search report strongly sug- 
gests an inventive and novel technol- 
ogy and is the precursor of an actual 
patent grant. 

“Suffixing” refers to the attach- 
ment of dynamic indices, be they nu- 
meric or alphabetic characters to a 
basic access code such as in 27701 or 
277KISS, wherein “277” is the main 
short code supplied by the GSM oper- 
ator. A patent Chikka has filed says 
that depending on what a user texts 
tothe main short code, the reply from 
its servers will have particular num- 
bers attached to 277. 

“This suffixing technology has al- 
lowed Chikka and Bidshot unparal- 
Jeled creativity with plain SMS, mak- 
ing it (SMS) highly interactive. Thus, 
we have been able to adopt any suc- 
cessful model on the Net, like auc- 
tion, instant messaging, Internet-re- 
lated chat, or crush-dating, and bring 
them to the mobile texting world,” 
said Mendiola. 

‘The patents were first employed 
for the PC to mobile texting applica- 
tion Chikka Txt Messenger where а 
message coming from a PC user is 
identified as coming from a basic ac- 
cess code plus the Chikka ID or in the 


THE GREAT SCHOOL RAID XPRESS 


Just before the finals season took over, schools recently got a 
пе caravan called The 


pleasant surprise when a unique al 
Great School Raid Xpress invaded their ca 


two days of cool gadgets, hot gimmicks and the most stylish 


impus to bring them 


case of a mobile user, the basic access 
code plus the GSM mobile phone 
number. In fact, a GSM number used 
as ones PC log-on ID is the subject of 
yet another patent. 

Earlier, Bidshot Dotcom, a Chikka 
affiliate, assigned these “virtual GSM 
numbers” to transactions and items 
being auctioned off and bidded upon 
bya community of buyers and sellers. 

“The point has always been to give 
the mobile user more things to do 
through SMS while retaining the sim- 
plicity, intuitiveness and ease of use 
that has been at the very center of our 
love affair with text,” said Mendiola. 

The two companies have, in fact, 
ventured out of their original messag- 
ing and m-commerce platforms to ex- 
clusively employ these patented and 
patent-pending processes in mobile 
promotions and advertising, SMS-in- 
teractive TV and for corporate solu- 
tions such as text hotline and text ra- 
dio. 

А Singapore-registered subsidiary, 
Chikka Pte, Led., holds title to all of 
Chikka's intellectual property assets, 
including all international treaty and 
national patents, brand names, trade- 
marks and service maris. 

“Chikka” is Filipino slang for “small 
talk” 


booths set up at the school grounds was Palmolive Naturals. 
Mild Care Soap's tent. Sporty Campus bodies tested their 
strength and stamina at the wall climbing booth of Power Up 
and Alaxan. Romantic fun beckoned at Astring-O-So/'s Kissing 


of school garments. Among the participating schools were 
Ateneo, De La Salle, UP Manila, St. Scholastica's College, Miri- 
‘am College and Assumption College. Leading the row of 


Booth. Shown are the creative team of students of 


Scholas- 


tica's College. The giris of St. Scho came up with a "World 


Peace’ themed event. 
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BARBIE WITH HEART ON HER BIRTHDAY 


Barbie, the first and number one fashion dol in 
the world, vill have Heart Evangelista, aka VJ 
Heart, on her birthday party in Toy Kingdom, SM 
Megamall on April 20 from 3 to 5 p.m. You won't 
only see Stylin’ Pup Barbie and VJ Heart in per- 
зоп, but games and prizes are in store. Richweil 
Trading Corp., the exclusive distributor of Barbie 
in the country and organizer of all Barbie events, 


announces Stylin’ Pup Barbie as the Summer Doll 
012003. Stylin’ Pup Barbie will be expected to ap- 
pear in all fashion show mall tours this summer. 
Watch out for print ads in ali leading newspapers 
and selected weekly magazines, For more infor- 
mation about all upcoming events, call the mar- 
keting department at 732-5141 and look for Letty 
or Abe. 


*Catch up' growth for just 2 
delicious glasses a day 


WHY ARE some children lagging behind the 
growth curve? 

Not all children achieve the normal height 
and weight gain that is appropriate at a certain 
age, particularly the ages 1 to 10. There are cas- 
ез when growing up slows down at a certain 
point, termed as “growth faltering.” Studies in- 
dicate 50 percent of children below 5 years old 
will experience growth faltering, so it is under- 
standable that it becomes heartbreaking-and 
often baffling for parents when they notice that 
their child is not growing up “ideally” in terms 
of height and weight despite their best efforts to 
supply their children with the necessary nutri- 
tive support 

There can be a multitude of reasons children 
fail to achieve their expected weight and height 
during their growing up years. Common con- 
cepts on genetics, where the children are sup- 
posed to "inherit" whatever genetic structure 
their parents have, is usually pointed to as the 
reason. But the most common reason is that 
children who are choosy with their food and 
who usually skip meals are also common vic- 
tims of what is now called “stunted growth,” 
making it sensible to say that lesser food and in- 
sufficient caloric intake results to this dilemma. 
Results of various researches are alarming, 
where it has been revealed that 43 percent of 
children in developing countries are growth 
stunted while 36 percent are underweight be- 
cause of poor eating habits, most especially in 
children 3 to 7 years ld. 

Even active children who need high amounts 
of energy to sustain their active life may not be 
spared from stunted growth if not given the 
proper nutritional supplements. This is where 
catch-up growth becomes a necessary action. 


Nutrition plays a big factor in addressing this 
alarming situation, Nutrition fuels the body, it 
sustains the energy needed by children as they 
go through their growing-up stage. The pace 
and development of their growth should be at a 
level that is appropriate to their age. The vita- 
mins and minerals that their bodies need are 
the catalysts for their growth, so there is an es- 
sential need that food supplements, given to 
children who continue to be picky with the food 
they eat, should be packed with the most com- 
plete and balanced nutritional content to en- 
sure proper growth and development. 

For this purpose, Abbott Laboratories devel- 
oped Pediasure, a complete and balanced nutri- 
tional supplement especially formulated for 
children aged 1 to 10 to help support growth, 
enhance immunity, and provide the essential 
nutrients for proper growth and development. 
Pediasure offers optimum nutrition for active 
children, “picky” eaters, who may suffer from 
nutritional imbalance because of inadequate di- 
et due to frequent meal skipping, or decreased 
food intake or loss of appetite due to illness 

Pediasure has the highest caloric density, at 
30 kcal per fluid ounce-which delivers faster 
weight gain in a shorter period of time com- 
pared to other formulas. Pediasure is the only 
‘one clinically proven to promote Catch-up 
Growth and helps reduce sickness. It comes in 
delicious vanilla and chocolate flavors, and can 
be used as meal replacement or nutritional sup- 
plement just by drinking two glasses a day. With 
Pediasure, Catch-up Growth can be achieved 
‘within eight weeks. 

Pediasure is now available in leading super- 
markets and drugstores nationwide. Ask your 
friendly doctor about Pediasure today. 


C-Cubed raises funds 
for Knowledge 


Channel 


CUSTOMER Contact Center 
Inc. (C-Cubed), one of the 
largest and the first and only 
ISO 9001: 2000 certified con- 
tact center in the country, has 
continued its efforts in helping 
the country's social growth by 
supporting the "Give Leaves 
2002" program of Knowledge 
Channel, 

The Knowledge Channel is 
an all-educational TV channel 
seen on cable (16 on Sky, 20 on 
Home) that produces programs 
geared towards enhancing and 
supporting the quality of edu- 
cation at the elementary and 
secondary schools. This under- 
taking is supported by a memo- 
randum of agreement with the 
Department of Education and 
Sky Foundation Inc. (SFI) for 
the mandatory viewing of 
Knowledge Channel by public 
schoo} children. 

To date, the quality of grade 
school and high school students 
from public schools has been a 
cause of concern. This prompt- 
ed the Knowledge Channel to 
seek the support of ће private 
sector through its "Give Leaves 
to Knowledge" program, for 
them to be able to continue pro- 
viding underprivileged grade 
school and high school students 
access to the program, 

C-Cubed was among the first 


private companies to respond 
to the call as it encouraged it's 
employees to participate in the 
program by donating the cash 
equivalent of their leave credits 
to help raise funds for the pro- 
gram. This program aims to 
raise up to P15.7 million in 
funds. 

"C-Cubed has always be- 
lieved that growth starts from 
good education. This is a good 

‘opportunity for us and for our 
agents to share in our own little 
way in improving the education 
system in our country" said 
Gela Lagman, head of C-Cubed 
human resources division. 

As a growing industry, call 
centers are great source of rev- 
enue and employment for the 
Philippines. This industry has 
generated jobs requiring an ed- 
ucation curriculum focused in 
Math, Science, and most espe- 
cially English, which is one of 
the inherent advantages in get- 
ting business for the call center 
industry in the Philippines. 

"By supporting programs up- 
lifting the educational stan- 
dards of Filipinos, C-Cubed 
continues to steadily develop 
and expand the Philippines as 
the leading source for call cen- 
ter businesses," said Eckie Gon- 
zales, C-Cubed president and 
CEO. 


AmCham's Ist student 

program 

UNIVERSITY students will now have a chance to de- 

velop problem-solving skills in a real business envi- 

ronment, learning direct from the country's topnotch 

management professionals through the first AmCham 

Business Orientation Program. A brainchild of the American Chamber of 
Commerce, the program will be held from April 21 to 25 at the AmCham 
Hall, 2nd floor of the Corinthian Plaza, Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. The 
program aims to offer qualified 3rd and 4th year college students an op- 
portunity to understand key international business and economic issues 
Via site tours and in-depth discussion with management professionals 
from leading international companies in Manila. Application forms have 
already been distributed to various Metro Manila universities. 


Anno Domini Concepts at Target Mall, 
Laguna 

‘Anno Domini Concepts, Inc. (ADCI), an exhibit and events organizer 
has recently renewed its exhibit contract for another year in the most. 
popular mail in Sta. Rosa, Laguna - Target Mall. Target Mall's regular 
mallgoers will once again enjoy a wide array of budget friendly items 
ranging from RTW, Toys, Undergarments, Foot wears, Bags, Chil- 
dren's clothing, Home accessories among others at the ground floor 
center atrium, plus cellphones, cellphone accessories and fashion ас- 
cessories and more at the second floor rallings. Visit other ADCI ex- 
hibits located at Ever Gotesco Malis (Ortigas and Commonweaith) 
and Plaza Luisita Mall in Танас. 


Samar National School grand reunion set 
April 21 

THE 2003 Samar Nationa! School (formerly Samar High School) 
Grand Alumni Homecoming and Reunion will be held from Aprii 21 to 
27 at the school grounds in Catbalogan, Samar. The weeklong alfalr 
will be hosted by Class ‘77. Highlights of the affair are the parade of 
classes and their respective floats testimonial dinner for the silver 
and golden jubliarians (classes 1978 and 1953, alumni ball, and 
beach party. As host, Class '77 will also donate books on Information 
technology to the school library, conduct medical-surgical missions 
to the depressed and remote barangays of Catbalogan, hold a semi- 
nar on mushroom culture and a workshop on creative photography, 
and publish an alumni book titled “Dreams and Memories." For de- 
talls, call Vilma T. Laurel at 373-9526 or 981-7297. 


roduci FILES 


RP cultural icons 
in book form 


"CULTURAL Icons of the Philippinest/a book that documents the 
origins, history behind these cultural icons from the pre-Hispanic 
to the present is Visitacion "Chir" de la Torre's latest Filipini- 


"The cultural icons are divided into several categories: material 
objects, food or beverages, tourist destinations, cultural traditions, 
and personalities. The books last chapter features some prominent 
Filipinos and their own choices of cultural icons, 

Dela Torre has authored 23 books. The "Cultural Icons" book was 
designed by Bernard Fernando, art director of a Makati-based ad- 
vertising agency and photographed by Roland Roldan, a freelance 
photographer. 

Copies of "Cultural Icons of the Philippines" are available at the 
offices of Tower Book House, Windsor Tower, 163 Legaspi Street, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City. Call 815-4938, 815-6925. 
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ELA 
NASA тли, 
New World Renaissance Hotet 
Esperanza St cor Malati Ave, Matai Cty 
Tel 811-5888 Fox 811-6777 


2 
Hii Зету 
Makati Shangri-La Holet 
Ayata Ave. cor aka Ave.. Malati Cy 
Té. 8132688 (Fox 813-5499 


THE PENINSULA 


* 


The Peninsula Manila Hotel 


car Ayala Ave. & MakatiAve. Makat Cty 
Tel 810-3456 Fax 815-4825, 


Mandarin Oriental Manila Hotel 


or Paseo de Ros & Makati Ave.. Makat Cy 
Tel 750-6868 Fax 817-2472 


The Bellevue Матиз 
Nor Bridgeway, Norgate Cyberane, 
Ач Corporate City, Alabang. Munitspa 
Tel. (682) 2т-4181#а цад 71-8282 


Aft Adamson Centre, 121 LP Leviste St, Sulceo Vilage, Makati 
Tal. (02) 857-1159 7 Fax. (02) 867-1185 


d 
Hotel Lahug 
1 Salnas Dre, Lahug Cebu Cy 
ты, (8232) 232-5886/Fax (6312) 232-5880 


Mactan Island Resort 
Punta Engafio Road, Lapu Lapu, Cebu 
Tel. (832) 231-0268/Fax (632) 231-1688 


pilus 
Waterfront Hotel Mactan 
‘aor Road, Lapu Lapu Cty 15 
Tel (6332) чала (6332) 340-5698 


vitara 


Royal Mandaya Hotel 
-1 Pama Gi St, Dao Cty 
та (082) 225-888 (082) 225-1888 


Camp John Hay Manor 
Loan Road, Regulo Сту 
ты, (074) 48-0031 to 50845-08620 09 
Tax (074) 4450420 


[6] 
Hotel Veniz 
No. 1 Ananao St Baguo Cy 
Té (074) 446-0700 7 Fax. (074) 446-0708 


5 


Cooyeosan Hotel Plaza 
Naguilian cor Asin Road, Baguley 
Tel. (974) 47-2888 to 831070) 447-3095 o 98 
Fax. 074) 447-0494 


City Travol Hotel 
ква Road, Baguio Cy 
Tel (074) 45045606 (074) 445-0457 


sph 
113 Magsaysay Ava., Baguio Сту 


Stryish Hotel 
ла Domincan Road, Baguio ау 
та (074) 445-6834 1o 3674074433887 


QU 


Goldon Pino Hotel amd Restaurant 
nlersecton ot Cati St and Legarda Road. aguio Cly 
79.074) 444-9965 to 72/ 740-8075 / Fax (814) 446-0704 


ат. 
‘Tal Vista Но 
Aguinaga Highway. Талауву Cty 
ла (046) 413- 1000 Fx (046) 413-1225 


For feedback and inquiries, call 
899-4426 or 897-8808 loc 209 


— PHI 


INQUIRER 


MAKATI SHANGRI-LAS EGGHUNT PARTY 


Kids frolic with Sesame Street charac 


MAKATI Shangri-La offers Holy Week revelers an 
exciting line-up of Easter holiday activities for the 


whole family. 


p 


From April 5 to 21, local residents can take advan- 
tage of Makati Shangri-La's Easter Rate Break room 


package that lets them enjoy a 2- 


t stay in one of 


the hotel's superior rooms for only P6,000++. This 
package includes buffet breakfast for 2 persons at Is- 
land Café, a 20 percent discount on food and 
beverage and unlimited access to the swimming 
pool and the hotel's 24-hour health club. Reserva- 
tions can be made by calling Makati Shangri-La's 
reservations hotline at telephone number 814- 


| 2525. 


The hotel's Easter Sunday activities kicks off on 


April 20 with the Easter mor 


g mass scheduled at 


9 a.m. at the Manila Function room. Then its off to 
the Quezon Ballroom for the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt party where kids are left to frolic in a specially 
designated area in search of colorful Easter eggs 
while the rest of the family can partake of a sump- | 


dishes. Lively family-style activities have also been 


tuous Easter Day Brunch consisting of international раи 


scheduled through the morning such as magic 
shows, games, raffles and a Meet n’ Greet session 
with Sesame Street’s Elmo, Cookie Monster and 
Miffy the White Bunny. This Easter activity is priced 
at P780++ for adults and P480++ for children 10 


years old and below. 


Other dining options available this Easter week 


include: 


All-You-Can Eat a la carte lunch menu at Inagiku 
featuring the restaurant's most popular dishes on 
Black Saturday, April 19. This offer is priced at 
P750++ for adults and P375++ for children 10 


years old and below. 


On Easter Sunday, Inagiku will feature a 
sumptuous Easter Sunday Lunch Buffet that 
includes a variety of sushi, sashimi, a selection 
of teppanyaki and the restaurant's famous 
tempura among many others at Р1,095++ 
per person for adults and Р575+ + per person 
for children 10 years and below. 

Island Café offers a wide array of seafood 


Mandarin Oriental Manila stages 


‘The Big Easter Circus’ 


ON APRIL 20, Mandarin Orien- 
tal, Manila and Globelines, in 
cooperation with Joey 92.3, 
present “The Big Easter Circus.” 
Starting with an Easter Sunday 
mass in the Mahogany room at 
9:00 a.m., the excitement shifts 
to the ballroom where all-time 
favorite circus characters — jug- 
glers, clowns, magicians, stilt 
walkers, acrobats and mime art- 
ists strut their stuff and enthrall 
wide-eyed kids and kids-at- 
heart. Besides the traditional 
Easter egg hunt, other fun-filled 
activities awaiting Easter revel- 
ers include a tattoo and face 
painting corner, family treasure 
hunting, a kiddie fashion show, 
and a Beyblade arena. Brunch 


buffet tickets at its dining outlets 
start at P 980++ for adults and 
P650++ for children at the Tin Hau 
and The Brasserie, inclusive of passes 
for the egg hunt, circus show, and 
games 

Room packages are offered to local 
residents starting P2,800+ + for a su- 
perior room inclusive of American 
breakfast at The Captain's Bar for two 
persons, and one egg hunt pass if 
booked April 19 to 20. A free room 


night comes with a two-night book- ~ 


ing, or for two-room booking for an 
overnight stay. Rates do not include 
prevailing government tax and ser- 
vice charge. Room packages are valid 
until April 30 and offered to local resi- 
dents only. 

For inquiries and reservations, 


please call 750 888 ext 2305/2306. 


Capturing Iloilo’s rich allure 


THE BARCELO Sarabia Manor 
Hotel and Convention Center 
truly captures Iloilo's unspoiled 
splendor. Famous for its rich cul- 
ture, unique tradition and 
fluvial festivities, Поћо never 
ceases to awe visitors with its vi- 
brant colors and exciting history. 
The Barcelo Sarabia has become 
a landmark found at the heart of 
the city. Sitting on 1.5 hectares 
of land, it delightfully blends the 
manor-house atmosphere with 
the city's entrapping allure. It is 
the favorite hotel of most busi- 
ness travelers, local and foreign 
tourists, for two decades now 
and has earned the distinction of 


winning the Department оѓ 
Tourism's 2000 Kalakbay Award for 
"Hotel of the Year for Western 
Visayas”. 

Each room is designed to give you 
unmatched comfort and satisfaction. 
Room amenities include IDD/NDD 
telephones with bathroom exten- 
sion, cable television and complete 
bath amenities. Recreational facili- 
ties such as the Clark Hatch fitness 
center and an Olympic-size swim- 
ming pool are available for guests to 
enjoy. 

Barcelo Sarabia also boasts world- 
class meeting facilities, from small 
private gatherings to the most ex- 
travagant receptions in the biggest 


ballroom in Ilollo. Being a popular 
venue for weddings, debut and pres- 
tigious social events, it brings dining 
standards to new and better heights. 

‘Numerous specialty restaurants of- 
fer a wide selection of international 
and local cuisine. Guests can enjoy 
Suehiro, a Japanese restaurant, 
Bwana, an African-themed dining 


restaurant, Freddy's Grill and Café | 


Salvatore providing live entertain- 
ment 

So come and discover the splen- 
dor, beauty and charm of the Barcelo 
Sarabia Manor Hotel and Convention 
Center. For inquiries call (632) 867- 
2952, fax (632)867-1476 or e-mail 
smxhotel@iloilo.net 


ЕР 


ers 


A 


specialties from around the world for its daily 
buffet from April 17 to 20. Lunch is priced at 
P1,150--4 per person for adults and Р575++ 
for children 10 years old and below. 

Lovers of chocolates and sweets may avail of 
Easter-inspired chocolate eggs, cakes and past- 
ries at the Easter Corner located at the hotel's 
main lobby from April 13 to 20. 


Chill Out 
at The 
Conservatory 


FROM Monda; 
day, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., let 
your senses guide you as 
you relax and groove to 
the latest chill-out and 
deep house tracks while 
enjoying bottomless San 
Miguel Beer for only 
Р198++. — 

For inquiries, call The 
Conservatory of The Pen- 
insula Manila at (63 2) 
887-2888, extensions 
2948 and 2958 


to Fri- 


Mactan's only airport hotel close to your hearts 


BUSINESS travelers would find 
no other hotel as accessible to 
the Mactan International Airport 
than the Waterfront Airport Ho- 
tel. Being the city's only airport 
hotel, Waterfront Airport Hotel 
is ideally located in the histori- 
cal island of Mactan, Cebu 
fronting the Mactan Cebu Inter- 
national Airport. It is 10 minutes 
away from the shopping center, 
15 minutes from Mactan's white 
sandy beaches, and 30 minutes 
away from the Cebu City's finan- 
cial district. It boasts of 167 
luxurious sound proof deluxe 
rooms with awesome view of 
the nearby islands. 

Delight in its 7 restaurants 
dishing out Filipino, Interna- 
tional, Japanese and Chinese 
cuisine and bars and lounges 
with live entertainment in the 
evenings. Six multi-purpose 


function rooms are readily available 
for small meetings, seminars, to large 
conferences. Relax and experience 
the luxury of its international stan- 
dard spa with 13 private rooms and 
the privacy of its own swimming 


pool. 


The Waterfront Mactan is a short 
ride from the historical shrine of 
Lapu-Lapu, which only stands to re- 
mind of the Portuguese explorer 
Magellan's foiled conquest of the is- 


land, but also stands next to the cen- 
ter of delectable Cebuano cuisine. 
Here, restaurants overlooking the sea 
tempt taste buds With cooked-to-or- 
der SU-TO-KIL (sugba,or grilled, tola 
or tinola and kilaw, thinly sliced raw 
fish soaked in vinegar, spices and 
fresh coconut milk). Nearby, there 
are beach resorts where уойксал rent 
a cottage for P200 for the entire day 
and reward yourself with a prieeless 
panorama of Bohol's silhoutte. 

So if you're traveling to Cebu 
armed with a wish list- a place near 
the beach, or just across the airport , 
and which offers both Cebuano hos- 


pitality and frivolity in a world class 


ambience, all of which define that 


wanting to feel at home, Waterfront + 


offers such an experience. This com- 
mences with a hearty greeting of 
"Maayong Pag-abot” from a smiling ho- 
tel staffer opening Waterfront's doors 
for you. 
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‘THERE was a time when Edu Manzano was 
‘many viewers’ favorite talk show host on TV. 
Later, however, he pretty much dropped out 
;of sight on the tube, and concentrated instead 
‘on his career as a movie actor, 

` Happily, Edu has now returned to the small 
"screen-and thanks to ABS-CBN he's back with 
a vengeance, In fact, he's a regular talent on a 
dizzying number of shows: 

Early in the morning, he's bright eyed and 
bushy tailed on “Magandang Umaga, Bayan.” 
‘On Saturday afternoon he's one of the hosts 
on ABS-CBN new show biz talk show, “S2.” 
‘And on Sundays, he co-hosts Channel 2's 
reenergized noontime show, now known as 
"ASAP Mania.” And thats just for starters. 
We've also caught Edu on the other TV shows, 
asa livewire guest. 

It's great to see Edu getting so much ex- 
posure on TV, but in some cases, quantity 
doesn't mean quality On "S2" for in- 
stance, Edu's co-hosts appear to be doing 
more topical features. Perhaps this is be- 
cause Edu doesn't feel comfortable about 
having to deal with show biz chismis, con- 
troversy and scandal involving his fellow 
TV-film stars. 

We can understand and even sympathize 

with his reticence to go with the shallow flow, 
but the show shoul 
compensate in other 
ways, to utilize Edu's 
talents better and 
"not leave him hang- 
ing. 

The same goes 
for Edu’s participa- j 
tion in his other > 
new shows, “ASAP 
Mania.” During the 
show's launching 
telecast, he was ini- 
tially used mainly 
asa running gag: he 
kept trying to talk, 
but his son Luis 
kept shunting him 
off to one side. 

It was supposed 
to be funny, but it. 
really wasn't fun to 
see a major TV tal- 
ent like Edu being 
treated in so cava- 
lier a fashion. OF 
course, being the 
professional that he 
is, Edu gamely went 
through the whole 
repetitive routine, 
but his heart clearly 
wasn'tin it. 

Edu gets better ex- 
posure on the noon- 
time shows regular 
singing tilt, "Star for 
a Million." The talent. 
search seeks to dis- 
cover potential total 
performers, and is of- 
fering its grand 
champion а соо 
РІМ, a contract with 
Star Records, inclu- 
sion in ABS-CBN's 
roster of stars, and 
regular singing stint 
on"ASAP Mania." 

Edu is the right 
choice to co-emcee 
this talent search be- 


BR 


GI 


MTRCB Rating: 


о 


AYALA CINEMAS 


XS EY ROR E 


VES 


MÀ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


h a vengeance 


as a con man whose operation is interrupted 
by the arrival of his teenage daughter. 

“The Matrix Reloaded." Keanu Reeves re- 
sume his fight to the death against evil ma- 
chines, Directed by the Wachowski brothers. 

“The Runaway Jury.” Can justice be 
brought? This John Grisham story says yes. 
With Dustin Hoffman, Gene Hackman and 
John Cusack. 

“Bad Boys 2.” Will Smith and Martin 
Lawrence return as undercover agents out to 
busta drug lord in Miami, 

"Casa de los Babys.” About American wom- 
en who go to South American to adopt babies. 
Directed by John Sayles. 

"The Fighting Temptations.” To get his in- 
heritance, Cuba Gooding Jr's character has 
to form a successful gospel choir 

"Le Divorce." Glenn Close and Kate Hud- 
son in a comedy about romantic misadven- 
tures in France by James Ivory and Ismail 
Mechant. 

"Charlie's Angel: Full Throttle." A killer is 
targeting people in a witness protection pro- 
gram. With Drew Barrymore, Cameron Di- 
az, and Lucy Liu. 

"Open Range." A western about a corrupt 
lawman. Starring Kevin Costner, who also 
directs. 
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COFFEE CLUB DISCUSSION ON "TITUS" 
on April 25 at 7pm: 
For inquiries, contact 752-7866 or 752-7872. 


cause he appreciates 
the need to keep dis- 
covering and build- 
ing up new singers 
and all-around per- 
formers for an enter- 
tainment industry 
that is in constant 
need of reenergizing. 
- Finally, we hope 
-that ABS-CBN will al- 
so give Edu a new 
talk or interview 
show soon. Its rally 
what he does best. 
Some of the network 
program hosts are 
frankly overworked 
and ^ overexposed, 
like those veteran t 
ents' who have sever- 
al weekday interview 
ог magazine shows 
to do. Why can't Edu 
be given some of 
‘those slots, to give 
those overworked 
hosts some breathing 
space, and to provide 
greater variety on the. 
tube? 


The movies 
they're making, 
2 

"THE HULK.” The 
‘comic-book adapta- 
ton is directed by 
“Ang Lee. With Eric 
“Bana, Nick Nolte 
and Jennifer Con- 
nell. 

"LM. Barrie's 
Neverland.” Johnny 
Depp plays the fa- 
mous creator of "Pe- 
ter Pan." With Dustin. 
Hoffman and Kate 
Winslet. 

“Matchstick Men. 
Nicolas Cage is cast 
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Holy Week gigs in Boracay 


EXPECT the ultimate fun in Boracay as par- 
ty promoters Big Fish with Smart Commu- 
nications and Axe, present the “Easter 
Weekender Event” at Hey Jude in Boracay 
from April 17 (Maundy Thursday) to April 
19 (Black Saturday). 

After staking claim of Boracay last year 
by bringing in UK superclub Slinky, Big Fish 
continues the dance music legacy with a 
roster of events for every genre, headlined 
by internationally known DJs. 

On April 17, “Chill Out Project" DJ Anton 


Ramos gets everyone into the mood with 
"Boracay Bliss," a sunset session starting 4 
p.m, that will take everyone on a sweet, 
soulful musical journey. 

Later that evening, Singaporean DJ Brendon 
P, resident at club legends Zouk and Velvet 
Singapore, with Big Fish resident DJ ТС, will 
bring the house down with their brarid of 
dance music in a party that will last until dawn. 

Good Friday will see another early event. 
as Hey Jude presents it resident DJs in "Feel 
Good Fridays" starting 3 p.m. 
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The crosses that stars have to bear 


IN DEFERENCE to Maundy 
"Thursday, I thought of continuing. 
my Holy Week forum with some 
stars (part one came out in my 
previous column). I asked them. 
"what they consider their own 
journey-to “Calvary” and how 
they managed to rise above that 
episode. 

We all have our own crosses to 
bear. And sometimes we feel as if 
fate is a double-crosser. Thats 
when we just have to take a leap. 
of faith. 

This Holy Week let's not only 
tell Him where it hurts but let's al- 
so listen closely to know what 
pains Him. May we all thirst for‘_ friends and 
His mercy long after Holy Thurs- will praying 


day isover. 


Ray Burton. 


Karen Davila 
tough when I was growing up. 
There were times when money 
was tight, and my parents faced a 
major struggle in their marriage. 

The abundant life Ihave now is 
a blessing from God. I know God 
restores and builds relationships. 
Love my family immensely. God 
has healed all our wounds.” 

Pinky Amador: “Losing the home 
worked so hard for to Melody Co of 


the worst nightmare of my life. Pm 
still suing them for justice in my case. 
T survived through the help of family 
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incessant prayers. Tm 


for justice in my coer- passed away 
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cion case against the officers of that 


Gina Alajar: “I think my biggest 
Calvary was when my mom was 
stricken with breast cancer She had 
‘chemo and I saw with my own eyes 
how she tried so hard to fight the ill- 
ness. Ihad to be strong for her sake. 

"I wanted to save her from the 
pain but I was helpless. When she 
it took me a long 


time to come to terms with it. She 
маз with me all my life. She was 
always my kakampi. lt was the 
unconditional love and support 
of my kids that helped me move 
on. And, of course, God was with 
me through it all." 

Tin-Tin Bersola: "The separation 
of my parents when I was in high 
school was the most painful thing I 
ever experienced. But God helped 
me can that cross; also lately when. 
there were many upheavals in my 
career but as always I wasn't alone. 
When I carried my cross, He carried 
me along with it” 

Monsour del Rosario: "My ul- 
timate Calvary was when I was in 
my early teens. I came from a bro- 


Meltdowns and shockers ... ...... 


took the best director trophy for Gil Portes. 
‘The winning director delivered a heartwarm- 
ing acceptance speech on stage, with some of the 
child actors of "Mga Munting Tinig” beside him. 
“Let us all go back to creating character driven 
films like ‘Munting Tinig," he said. "It is fulfilling 
to see how a small Filipino fim like this could 
make people of other cultures laugh and cry" 
“Mga Munting Tinig" has been invited to 
several film festivals abroad and will soon go 
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to the Moscow International Film Festival. 

‘The Famas awards show at the Teatro Ar- 
turo Enrile in Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City 
lasted for almost five hours Saturday night. If 
the Star Awards could put up a fast-paced and 
‘engaging show, why couldn't the Famas? 

The Famas show gaps were agonizingly 
long even for hosts Roderick Paulate and Lor- 
na Tolentino who both complained of the un- 
bearable heat of the theater lights. 

“Naagnas na po ako dito sa entablado (Fm 
melting down here оп stage)" Paulate 
quipped. E P 

But despite the long wait, every seat inside. 
the Camp Aguinaldo was occupied. The 
venue is at least more accessible than the UP 
Film Theater in Diliman where most local 
award shows are held. 

Hosts Kris Aquino and Maricel Soriano 
joined Paulate and Tolentino in the second 
half of the ceremony. Aquino apologized for 
being late, saying she had just come from a 
commercial taping. 

That night, Aquino received her third best 
supporting actress award for Chito Rofo's 
“Mano Po.” She dedicated the award not only 
to the two 9° in her life (which she did dur- 
ing the Star Awards show), but also to her late 
father Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr., who she 
said was also a Famas nominee 51 years ago 
for his work on “Korea.” 

“My father did not win the award, so Рт 
sure that wherever he is now he is proud that 
Fm holding my own Famas trophy,” said the 
actress-TV host. 

If many people expected Aquino's victory 
that night, they were stunned and speechless 
‘when starlet Bovick's name was announced as 
winner of the best actress award for the Fran- 
cis Jun” Posadas bold flick "Tampisaw." 

Minutes before the best actress award was 
announced by presentors Yul Servo, Maricar De 
Mesa and Ynes Veneracion, all cameras were fo- 
using on the more favored nominee, Ara Mina. 

‘Ara Mina had the am-I-going-to-win look 
while some people were chanting “Aleck! 
Aleck!” 

At 18, Bovick is the youngest winner of the 
best actress plum from any local awards-giv- 
ing body. Star for all seasons Vilma Santos 
was 19 when she won her first best actress 
trophy from the Famas for Maning Borlaza's 
“Dama de Noche” in 1973. 

Bovick was involved in a legal battle with 
his father, Aurelio P Tambis, who had asked 
the Quezon City Regional Trial Court to put 
her daughter in jail for appearing in exploita- 
tive bold movies that showed her in several 
stages of nudity when she was only 17. The 
lawsuit has been settled, according to Bovick. 

The Famas Lifetime Achievement award 
went to actress Boots Anson-Roa who came to 
the awards show with her father actor, Oscar 
Moreno. 


МТВСВ RATING: 


AND THE BIG shocker of the night, best 
actress Aleck Bovick. 


Anson-Roa encouraged other artists to 
serve the industry by volunteering their ser- 
vices to cause-oriented groups like the Movie 
Workers' Welfare Foundation (Mowelfund), 
where she is executive director. 

The family of the late Amado Cortez, led by 
his widow Gloria Sevilla, accepted his posthu- 
mous lifetime achievement award for his con- 
tributions to the industry since the 1960s. 

The show opened with a dance number by 
Regine Tolentino, Angela Velez, and the Hotlegs 
dancers. It was pleasant to see the two rivals ofthe 
“Clash Dance” segment of “ASAP” sharing the 
stage again after their highly publicized cat fight. 
‘Tolentino had accused Velez of sabotaging one of 
her dance acs, zn allegation which Velez denied. 

Pops Fernandez sang a medley of the nomi- 
nated songs while Sharon Cuneta, best ac- 
tress nominee for Joel Lamangan's "Magkap- 
atid,” sang songs from her hit movies. 

‘Toward the end of the show, past Famas 
best child supporting actor awardees Paulate 
and Snooky Serna sang songs about children 
with young stars Serena Dalrymple, Camille 
Prats and Shaina Magdayao. 

The Flavio Macasso Memorial Award went to 
veteran movie writer Robustiano Lu. Marota; 
Dr. Jose Perez Memorial Award, movie writer 
Emmy Abuan; Lou Salvador Sr Memorial 
Award, comedienne Metring David; and the 
German Moreno Youth Achievement Award, Pi 
olo Pascual and Alessandra de Rossi. 

The Famas gave out its versions of non- 
award honors. Aquino was picked "Woman of 
the Night" while Soriano was named “Face of 
the Night." The Celebrity Mom of the Night 
award went to megastar Cuneta. 
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ken home and I was turning out 
to be destructive to myself and a 
menace to society. My love for 
martial arts, Bruce Lee, tae kwon 
do and my dream to become 
world champion and ап 
Olympian drove me to make his- 
tory in the field I chose.” 

As pour moi, the stations of the 
cross in my life have had many 
detours. I cannot pinpoint which 
fall hurt the most. One can't im- 
mediately stand up after falling. 
We all have to knee! first before 
we can even attempt to get back 
on our feet again. It’s not only be- 
cause that's how our bodies are 
built, but more importantly, that's 
how we build our faith. 


As I await Easter, I thank God 
for all those moments when I was 
rendered powerless and incapaci- 
tated. That's when I truly felt T 
mattered to Him because He sent 
‘me not just a handful but a truck- 
load of blocks in the form of time- 
tested allies, new-found friends, 
kind strangers, supportive col- 
leagues, rekindled family ties 
and, yes, a better lover to rebuild 
my life with 

May God also send you an 
avalanche of “building blocks” to 
give you a headstart this Easter, 
"whatever itis you are hunting for. 

For feedback, етай 
friends_at_dsquare@yahoo.com 
or jaimealsan@yahoo.com 


MEGA MOTHER Sharon Cuneta is the night's 
awardee. 


SERIOUSLY NOW, former 

comedienne Metring David 
accepts the Lou Salvador Sr. 
Memorial Award. 


Divine Mercy Channel 
airs Holy Week specials 


‘THE DIVINE Mercy Channel, the 
only nationwide Catholic TV sta- 
tion in Asia, has lined up pro- 
grams. from Holy Thursday to 
Easter Sunday. 

Today, “Stations of the Cross” 
will air from 1 to 3 p.m. 

After the 3 o'clock prayer and 
chaplet to the Divine Mercy, a 
Holy Mass with the washing of 


WITH HIS BOOTS (Anson-Roa) 
anda cane, Oscar Moreno shows 
why he was a matinee idol in ће 
movies. 


the feet will be presided by Rev. 
Fr, Efren Rivera, OP 

On Good Friday, the Seven 
Last Words will be shared by 
seven priests and laymen at 12 
noon. The first day of the nove- 
na to the Divine Mercy airs at 
6:30 p.m. 

On Black Saturday, a Life in the 
Spirit Seminar will air live from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., to 
be followed by the 
second day of the 
novena at 6:30 p.m. 

On Easter Sunday, 
the Baptism to the 
Holy Spirit will start 
at 10a.m. 

The Easter Sunday 
Mass will air at 3 
рп, followed by the 
final Life in the Spirit 
Seminar and the 

day of the nove- 
пааг6:30рт. " 

Speakers іп the 
Life in the Spirit Semi- 
inar come from vari- 
‘ous charismatic 
groups. Benny Мала 
and Rey Tan for "In- 
troduction,” Boni Es- 
coda for "God's Love" 
and “Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit,” Norma 
Nueva for "Salva- 
ton, Rey Tan for 
"New Life," Fe Buen- 
viaje for "Receiving 
Gods Gift,” Benny 
Nana for "Transfor- 
mation" and Ed Tole- 
do for “Growth.” 

Moderator is Don 
de Castro and Alfred 
Acuin in praise and 
workship, with Ely 
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Bob Hope no-show in 100th birthday tribut 


LOS ANGELES—Legendary en- 
tertainer Bob Hope was а no- 
show for health reasons at the 
“first of several events planned to 
celebrate his 100th birthday next 
month, but a galaxy of stars 
turned out to name him Holly- 
‘wood's "Citizen of ће Century" 
on Tuesday. 

‘The ski-slope nosed comedian, 
famous for one liners such as “golf 
is my real profession—show busi- 
ness pays my green fees,” has been 
in frail health, but friends said he 
still has the gift for innuendo-laced 
banter that made him famous. 

“He is the biggest thing that 
has happened for us at 
Paramount. He was the apex of 
stars," said producer A.C. Lyles, 
who was an office boy at 


Paramount Studios when Hope 
began working there as a 
fledgling actor in 1936. 

Hope's birthday is May 29, but 
Hollywood got the party started 
with Universal Studios Home 
Video release of "The Bob Hope 
100th Birthday Tribute Collec- 
tion," the NBC special *100 Years. 
of Hope and Humor” and the un- 
veiling of a plaque on one of the 
actor's four Walk of Fame stars. 

Linda Hope, who attended the 
ceremony in her father’s stead, said 
he sent his love and thanks for the 
tribute from his co-stars and ad- 
mirers. 

“It’s such a touching thing for me 
to hear these words from all these 
people,” she told the attendees. 

linda Hope said her London- 


bom father and mother, married 
69 years, planned a quiet birthday 
celebration at home with family. 

"T think we will be watching 
the TV because there will be 
things all over the country honor- 
ing him," she said. 

Praised for entertaining Ameri- 
can troops abroad from World 
War I to the last Gulf war, Hope 
wished he could have done the 
same for American soldiers in 
Ira, his daughter said. 

"He has said, The doctors are 
keeping me down here but my heart. 
is with them,” Linda Hope said. 

Comedian Phylis Diller and 
actress Connie Stevens, both 
members of Hope's famous USO 
shows, offered their congratula- 
tions and thanks for good times 


onthe setand on the road. 

“He really really loved America,” 
Stevens said. “He should have 50 
stars, a stamp and a day in his 
name.” 

“Не never boasted about his re- 
sume—he's a legend and an icon," 
seid actress Eva Marie Saint, who 
starred with Hope in three films, 
including “That Certain Feeling.” 

“There is so much love for him 
and so much appreciation,” she 
said. "If you look at a Bob Hope 
movie when you are down or have 
the flu, its like chicken soup.” 

Wise-guy comedian Dennis 
Miller described Hope as "a man 
youshow up for and honor." 

“Не taught me something that 
Гуе always used as a stand-up co- 
median," Miller said. 


"He had an insouciance about 
him that I would find fascinating, 
where he would tell a joke and 
just stand there for a second.” 

“Frasier” star Kelsey Grammar, 
one of TV's highest paid comics, 
expressed awe for “a guy who 
made me laugh a lot." 

Born in London on May 29, 
1903, Leslie Townes Hope emi- 
grated to America with his par- 
ents in 1907. He made his first 
film appearance in 1938 in “The 
Big Broadcast” singing what be- 
came his signature tune, “Thanks 
for the Memories.” 

Paired with Bing Crosby and 
Dorothy Lamour for the famous 
"Road" movies, Hope became fa- 
mous for his расей banter: 

Reuters 


“APEX OF STARS.” Bob Hope 
was named Hollywood's “ 
ofthe Century.” 


adds his young 
Red Cross 


Onemig attended the launch of 
the “Red Cross Youth, Kaagapay 
sa Barangay” and the Pledge 25 
programs in Bacolod City 
Dressed in full emergency gear, 
Onemig rappelled down the four- 
story provincial capitol building, 
to the delight of the big crowd of 
spectators attending the youth 
disaster management drill in the 
southern city. 

Last November, the spirited 
Onemig went to Pangasinan 
province to inspire the young 
members who organized the local 
chapter youth assemblies. He al- 
so joined them on a nature trek to 
the famous Hundred Islands in 
Sual town. 

In December, Onemig was the 
special guest and inspirational 
speaker at the 13th National Red 
Cross Youth Congress in Butuan 
City, where he entertained the 
participants up to the wee hours 
on opening night. 


Meltdowns and shockers a the Famas 


Onemig 
blood to 


AFTER Piolo Pascual comes Juan 
Miguel “Onemig” Bondoc. 

When he turned 26 last Jan- 
uary, Piolo ended his stint as Red 
Cross youth model. 

In October 2002, the Red 
Cross Youth (ВСУ) launched 
the Red Cross Youth Star Vol- 
unteers Circle (RSVC), which 
included Onemig, John Prats 
and his sister Camille Prats, 
and L.A. Mumar. Recently, 
Onemig was named the new 
RCY image model. 

The image model was chosen 
after the members of Star Volun- 
teers Circle were observed for 
four months, with focus on their 
commitment to the youth activi- 
ties of the Philippine National 
Red Cross (PNRC). Although all 
members were invoived in Red 
Cross functions, only Onemig 
participated in almost all RCY ac- 
tivities nationwide during those 
four months. 


Last Feb. 18, Onemig was a 
guest in a fund-raising concert in 
Maasin City, Southern Leyte. 

During his time as RCY image 
model, Piolo took part in Red 
Cross activities in Rizal, Laguna, 
Bacolod City, Southern Leyte, 
Rizal, and other places. He still 
Joins fund-raising activities of the 
Red Cross. 

The first RCY image model was 
the late Rico Yan, who started the 
voluntary blood donation and re- 
cruitment activities in the youth 
sector. 

As part of the Star Volunteers 
Circle, John Prats endorses the 
RCY leadership training; L.A. Mu- 
mar, the Pledge 25 program; 
Camille Prats, the Moral Recov- 
ery and Humanitarian 

Values program; Roxanne 
Barcelo, the HIV/AIDS Preven- 
tion Education program; and Bi- 
boy Ramirez, the Drug Abuse Pre- 
vention Education program. 


/———— RO 


RED-BLOODED. Onemig Bondoc rappels down the provincial capitol building in Bacolod City during the 
launch of Red Cross programs. 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


THE ALECK Bovick best actress shocker aside, 
last Saturday night's 5152 Filipino Academy 
for Movie Arts and Sciences (Famas) awards 
show was smooth and uneventful compared 
to other awards shows. 

During the Metro Manila Film Festival Philip- 


pines (MMFFP) last December, the cast of Star = ý 


Cinema's “Dekada 70" staged what they called a 
sympathy walkout” after the board of jurors 
failed to nominate novelist and screenplay writ- 
er Lualhati Bautista for best screenplay catego- 
y by design or by accident. 

Last month, actor Leo Martinez, the direc- 
tor general of the Film Academy of the Phili 
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soul stirring programming for а Season of reflection 


PERSISTENT ‘VOICE’ is heard, as best director Gil Portes, accompanied by members of the “Mga Munting Tinig” 
cast, exhorts other filmmakers to "go back to creating character-driven films.” PHOTOS BY AUGUST DE LACRUZ 


pines (FAP), expressed disappointment over 
the FAPS “flawed” choice of winners. “I know 
there is a better way (to pick the winners)" 
Martinez had said. 

The ВАР gave the best picture prize to "La- 
pu-Lapu."The Famas gave the same movie 11 
nominations, but "Lapu-Lapu" went home 
empty-handed. 

Instead, the Famas bestowed the highest 
honor to “Mga Munting Tinig,” which failed 
to win even one trophy from the FAP It also 


MELTDOWNS/ A11 


HOT HOSTS Lorna Tolentino and Roderick Paulate try to make light 
of the heat. 


"SKIRTING" THE ISSUE, Rep. Imee Marcos 


alls for return of the golden age of ONE MORE award (from the Urian), and Piolo Pascual will have a 


best supporting grand slam record for his turn in “Dekada '70." 
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LOW INVESTMENTS, DEBT FLOW 


1st quarter BOP deficit hits $502M 
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Euro 
Equivalent 
0.928419 
0.007712 
1.460774 
01119040 
0.857879 
01828571 
0.521437 
0.560301 
2462846 
0.247585 
0.519977 
0.000105 
0021648 
0252789 
1.000000 
0317952 
0.292876 
0.134637 
0.019599 
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0087257 
0.507832 
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0.119179 
0.000759 
0.109393 
0.022106 
0,026764 
0,000582. 


Dollar 
Equivalent 
1.000000 
0008307 
1579400 
0.128218 
071933 
0.687805 
0.561640 
0.803500 
2652731 
0.286674 
0.560067 
0.000113 
0.023315 
0.272279 
1.077100 
01342466 
0315457 
0145018 
021110 
0263193 
0.092985 
0546985 
0.136853 
0.017325 
0.128368. 
0.000818 
0.117827 
0023810 
0.028827 
0.000627 


STOCK MARKET 
Stocks end mildly up in pre-Easter trade 


SHARES closed PSECOMPOSITEINDEX 

marginallyhigh- march 

er yesterday as 

some players 
opted to build up positions in 
anticipation of a post-Easter 
rally with the Iraq war nearly 
finished, traders said. 

Investors were also more 
optimistic about the domestic 
Peace and order situation over — nxeamaim 2 s a ann 
the ong weekend, they said. Е 

Financial markets in the Е 
mostly Roman Catholic Philippines will be closed on Thursday and Fri- 
day for the Easter holidays, with normal trade to resume on Monday. 

The main stock index rose 5.85 points or 0.52 percent to end at 
1,122.33 points, putting its year-to-date gains at 10.2 percent. 

“People feel more confident right now that they can keep their funds 
in despite the long weekend, especially as far as external develop- 
ments are concerned,” said Oliver Plana, head of sales at Asiasec Equi- 
ties in, 

“Domestically, there are no new developments that could hamper the 
markets rise,” he said. "Right now, things seem to be neutral as far as 
the market is concerned." Plana said even a disappointing budget deficit 
‘or the first three months of the year was factored into stock prices. 

‘The tax agency, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, said on Tuesday its 
preliminary tax collection in the first quarter was 4.4 percent short of 
its target. Reuters 


P73M released for infra projects 


NATIONAL Power Corp. said it. pucao and Dalupirip. 

had disbursed P73 million for ‘The power firm said the 

hood projects in Benguet and that an additional P22 million 
province, which hosts the San had been earmarked for more 
Roque multi-purpose develop- projects in the same areas. 

Aside from an irrigation com- the construction of roads, water 
ponent meant for farmlands supply system, school buildings, 
along the Agno River in Pangasi- barangay hails, and for the pur- 
nan , the $1.1-billion San Roque. chase of vehicles, hand-held ra- 
project also has a700-megawatt dios and computers. 

The Marubeni Corp.-led project їо the development of flood con- 
Corp.(SRPC)—hasaBuilt-Oper- toot bridges. 
ate-Transter and power purchase Also, Napocor said over P7 mil- 

According to Маросог Luzon projects in four barangays. The 
tructure funds amounting to P42.5 farming, sewing and also capaci- 
million were released last Marchto — ty-building training programs and 
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By Clarissa S. Batino 


А SLOWDOWN in the inflow of foreign exchange into the 
country had pushed its balance of payment position to a 
deficit of $557 million in March, wiping out the $55-mil- 
lion surplus in the first two months and reversing the 


A BOP deficit means that the 
amount of dollars that come out 
of the country is higher than the 
inflow as a result of trade, in- 
vestment, and borrowings. A 
strong BOP position staves off 


the period. 

The BSP has yet to release the 
breakdown of the BOP account 
covering the period October 2002 
to present pending the adjust- 
ments in official trade data last 


$2.157-billion surplus a year ago. 

Data from the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas showed that the huge 
BOP deficit in March resulted па 
$502-million deficit in the first 
quarter of the year. On a cumula- 
tive basis, the BOP last posted а 
deficit in end-2001. 

BSP Deputy Governor Amando 
Tetangco Jr. said the decline 
foreign investments and in the in- 
flow of foreign loans was attribut- 
ed to the uncertainties arising 
from the Middle East conflict. 

"We also had to contend with 
debt servicing and other end-of- 
the-quarter requirements,” said 
Tetangco. 

However, the central bank offi- 
cial was confident investments 


and borrowings would start com- 
ing in again in the coming 
months and that the country's ex- 
ternal payments position would 
also begin to improve. 

In January, the BOP surplus 
stood at $141 million from $660 
million in end-2002. By February, 
the BOP position deteriorated to 
a deficit of $86 million. 

Closely watched by investors, 
the BOP indicates the country’s 
ability to settle its obligations. It 
is influenced by two items: the 
current account which reflects 
the movement in trade and capi- 
tal and financial account that 
mirrors the flow of investments 
and borrowings. 


currency. 


million. 


MANGO DE GLORIA 


President Macapagal receives a special Mango de Gloria ice cream from RFM president 
and CEO Jose Ма. Conception and managing director and CEO of Selecta Walls Inc. John 
Marie Concepcion during the inauguration of the largest and most modern cold-chain 
facility in the country, a joint venture between RFM and Integrate Global Low 
‘Temperature Operations, in Mangahan Light Industrial Park, Mangahan, Pasig City. 
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demand for dollars and, there- 
fore, helps stabilize the local 


In March, the only foreign bor- 
rowing that came in was the $195 
million raised by National Power 
Corp. from the sale of zero 
coupon bonds. The BSP finalized 
in March a $585-million loan that 
will only be released this month. 
The amount will be used to pay 
maturing borrowings worth $500 


Considering the prevailing 
pressures on trade and invest- 
ments, the BSP is targeting a 
$200-million BOP surplus this 
year. In 2002, the target was sur- 
plus of $149 million but ad- 
vanced government borrowings 
boosted the BOP position during 


year. The National Statistics Of- 
fice said it would complete the re- 
visions by April. 

Since October, the central bank 
had been unable to release the 
country’s current account posi- 
tion as the data largely depends 
on the trade numbers from the 
NSO. 

Tetangco stressed that the BOP 
level in March was based on the 
change in net international re- 
serves and revaluation adjust- 
ments. 

Statistical problems arising 
from the governments inability 
in the past to capture correct im- 
port data from the export pro- 
cessing zones prompted the re- 
view and revision of the trade fig- 
ures. 


Prices of oil 
products seen 
to go down 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


LOCAL pump prices are expected to go down 
soon as global oil prices continued to drop as 
the Iraq war nears its end, the Department of 
Energy said. 

A DOE monitoring showed that the Dubai 
crude prices dropped by $8.71 from $31.18 
per barrel on Feb. 25 or before the war broke 
out to $22.36 on April 7, a five-month low for 
the benchmark price. 

Between April 1 and 14, the price of Dubai 
crude averaged at $23.34 per barrel, or lower 
than the March average of $27.37 per barrel 

“The sharp fall of the oil prices clearly indi- 
cates that a level of normalcy had returned in the 
market," Energy Secretary Vincent Perez Jr said. 

“We hope to see the downward trend of oil 
prices reflected in domestic prices very soon,” 
Perez added. 

He said reports that Iaq—the world's second 
largest oil exporter—would soon restore its oil 
exports had also helped prices to go down. 

But in an April 8 interview, an executive of 

PRICES/B2 


ICTSI revives plan to do business in Iraq 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
pling 
INTERNATIONAL Container Ter- 
minal Services Inc. (ICTS) has 
dusted off its plan to explore busi- 
ness opportunities in Iraq follow- 
ing the fall of Saddam Hussein and 
the start of postwar rehabilitation. 
А source from ICTSI said the 
company had long been eyeing 
Iraq asa key prospect for its inter- 
national port expansion because 
of its strategic position in the 
Middle East. However, lraqs 
state-run economy and low level 
of trade had forced ICTSI to put 
its plans in the backburner. 
The ICTS! source said the US- 


RP lending 
rates among 
Asia’s highest 


FROM being the third lowest in the region last 
year, the country's real lending rates—com- 
puted based on average interest rate minus 
inflation—have become the fourth highest 
among 10 countries in Asia as of April 10. 

А study made by the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas showed that the Philippines’ real 
lending rate rose to 6.88 percent as of last 
week from only 4.5 percent in July last year 
and 5.6 percent in end-2002. 

BSP Deputy Governor Amando Tetangco 
Jr, however, said that while real lending rate 
had gone up, the spread of bank lending rates 
over the benchmark 91-day treasury bill rate 
ranked the second-lowest among those in 
Asian countries. 

Despite the increasing cost of funds, bank 
lending sustained its growth for the sixth 
straight month in February. 

“The low-interest rate environment reflects 
the ample liquidity conditions in the wake of 
the BSPs monetary stance to support growth. 

WINDING в 


led coalition forces’ success in top- 
Saddam Hussein had 
prompted the company to take a 
second look at the business oppor- 
tunities in Iraq, which has already 
triggered a scramble among busi- 
nessmen in allied countries. 

The United States Agency for 
International Development last 
month awarded to the Seattle- 
based Stevedoring Services of 
America a $4.8-million, one-year 
contract to oversee Iraq's largest 
port city, Umm Qasr, and facili- 
tate foreign aid shipments. 

‘The recent appointment of ICT- 
SI board director Jose Ibazeta as 
Philippine ambassador to Iraq is 


nities in Iraq, 


ports worldwide. 


Last year, ICTSI 


expected to give the company a 
boost in finding business opportu- 


ICTSI, the country’s leading 
port terminal operator, is one of 
tlie major players in international 
port management services that 
takes part in the privatization of 


In a previous interview, ICTSI 
chair Enrique К. Razon said: 
“There are only a few port opera- 
tors that operate outside their 
home market. We're just one of 
five or seven that bid in ports be- 

ing privatized all over the world. 

earmarked 
$100 million to bid for overseas 


port terminal operations in North 
America, Europe, Africa and Asia. 


international arm, ICTSI Interna- 
tional Holdings (UHC), to the 
Hutchison Group of Hong Kong for 
$400 million last year. THC operat- 
ed eight container terminals in six 
‘countries—Argentina, — Mexico, 
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Tanzania 
and Thailand. 

ICTSI is currently operating 
ihe port of Suape in Brazil 
through its wholly owned sub- 
sidiary Tecon Suape SA. It won a. 
bidding in February for the priva- 
tization of the Baltic Container 
Terminal in Gdynia, Poland. 


Gov't urged to review 
income tax holiday policy 


POWER producers, infrastructure builders 
and service providers are asking the Board of 
Investments to amend its income tax holiday 
policy to give them a longer time to enjoy а 
tax break that normally lasts between four 
and six years. 

А BOI source said the board was reviewing 
its income tax holiday policy to determine 
whether power producers, infrastructure 
builders and service providers were eligible for 
at least a one-year extension in their tax breaks. 

Under ВОГ rules, registered firms can add 
one more year in their income tax holiday for 
each requirement that they comply with such 
as: eligible companies should be labor inen- 
sive (with a ratio of $10,000 capital invested 
for every employee); they should utilize in- 
digenous raw materials (up to 50 percent of 
their output should come from local sources), 
and they should be exporting at least 
$500,000 over the last three years. 

This special provision allows non-pioneer 
firms to add up to three years to their 4-year 
income tax holiday while pioneer firms (those 


that invest im traillaging p i 


least developed areas) could stretch their 6- 
year income tax holiday to eight years (the 
‘maximum period set by law). 

Independent power producers claim that 
they should be eligible for at least a one-year 
extension if they provide power supply to ex- 
port-oriented firms in the economic zones. 

Service providers such as food companies 
and telecommunication companies are also 
asking clarification from the BOI whether 
they were eligible for tariff extension if they 
cater to export-oriented companies in eco- 
nomic zones. 

Infrastructure builders claim that they 
should also be qualified for an extension in 
their income tax holiday if companies that use 
their projects were primarily export-oriented 
‘companies. 

This policy debate is part of the ВОГ ongo- 
ing efforts to improve its incentives package 
to keep registered firms in the country while it 
awaits Congress’ enactment of the reforms in 
the Omnibus Investments Act that would beef 
upits fiscal perks program. Gil C. Cabacun- 
gan Jr. 
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Peso still competitive, BSP says 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pili- 
pinas said yesterday the peso, de- 
spite recent gains against the US 
dollar, remained competitive for 
exporters when viewed against a 
trade-weighted basket of bank- 
notes. 

Exporters generally prefer a 
weak peso, as most of their earn- 
ings are in dollars. 

‘A senior central bank official 
said using the real effective ex- 
change rate index for March, the 
peso depreciated by about 4 рег. 
cent from its end-2002 level of 
53.3 relative to the currencies of 
the Philippines major trading 
partners. 

“The real effective exchange 
rate for the broad and narrow 
baskets of competitor currencies 
fell by about 2.7 percent and 3.6 
percent. These developments in- 
dicate the continued improve- 
ment in the country’s external 
price competitiveness,” BSP 
Deputy Governor Amando 
Tetangco Jr. said in a statement. 

Nominally, however, the peso 
improved 1.4 percent as of April 


14 compared to its level in end- 
2002, followed by the Thai baht, 
which gained 0.86 percent; In- 
donesian rupiah, 0.68 percent; 
and, Taiwan dollar, 0.2 percent. 

Other currencies, on the other 
hand, depreciated during the 
same period. The Singapore dol- 
lar fell 2.33 percent. The South 
Korean won slid 2.14 percent, 
while the Japanese yen dropped 
0.61 percent. 

The peso closed higher yester- 
day at 52.3 to a dollar from Tues- 
day's 52.375. 

The local currency fell to an 
all-time low of 55.099 on March 
12 before recovering strongly to 
the 52 level early last week. 

“The recovery, which started 
around mid-March, was due in 
part to the reduced uncertainty in 
the Iraq situation, as the market 
priced in a quick resolution of the 
conflict in the Middle East,” 
Tetangco said. 

He said the peso's gain was al- 
so the result of measures meant 
to ensure that the local currency's 
volatility would not endanger the 
government's target of contain- 
ing price increases to between 4.5 


BANK tellers mark bundled peso notes. The peso closed higher 
yesterday at 52.3 to a dollar from Tuesday's 52.375. 


and 5.5 percent this year. 

These measures include limit- 
ing forward contracts to no more 
than six months, reducing banks 
accumulation of dollars to, at 
most, $5 million, imposing sanc- 
tions on banks found violating 
foreign exchange regulations, 
raising the liquidity reserve re- 
quirement by a point, and scrap- 


ping the scheme that pays a de- 
creasing rate on banks overnight. 
deposits o the central bank. 

“The BSP will continue to 
closely monitor developments in 
the foreign exchange market to 
ensure that speculative activities 
are averted and orderly market 
conditions are maintained,” said 
Tetangco. 


Exchange lifts Fil-Estate trading suspension 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINE Stock Exchange 
yesterday unfroze shares of Fil- 
Estate Land Inc. after the ргорег- 
ty firm managed to comply with 
the bourse's disclosure require- 
ments. 

On Monday, the PSE barred Fil- 


Estate from trading its shares for 
its failure to submit its annual re- 
port on time. 

Fil-Estate was suspended for 
failing to submit 200 copies of its 
annual report for fiscal year end- 
ing Sept. 30, 2002. 

The PSE also ordered Fil-Estate 
to pay basic and daily fines. 


Over the last six years, Fil 
tate has been blaming delays in 
the auditing of its balance sheets 
for its failure to submit its annual 
reports on time. 

Fil-Estate struck earlier a deal 
with the Bases Conversion Devel- 
ортеп: Authority on the restruc- 
turing of РІЛ billion in back 


rentals and fees. 

The BCDA board agreed, in prin- 
ciple, with the FilEstate-owned 
Camp John Hay Development 
Corp. on a "mutually beneficial" 
agreement that would allow the 
government to collect the unpaid 
rentals and give the CJHDC more 
time to comply with its arrears. 


26 firms seek loans to buy ‘ro-ro’ vessels, ports 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE DEPARTMENT of Transporta- 
tion and Communications has dis- 
closed that 26 companies have al- 
ready applied for loans with the De- 
velopment Bank of the Philippines 
that they plan to invest in roll-on, 
roll-off ports and vessels. 


ABS-CBN 
airtime net 
up 31% 


ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. has 
announced that its consolidated 
airtime revenue hit P2.16 billion 
in the first quarter of the year, up. 
31 percent from last year. 

Tn a statement, the company 
said its higher airtime revenue 
marked a “continuation of the 
strong recovery in advertising 
spending that began in the sec- 
ond half of 2002.” 

АВ$-СВМ chief financial officer 
Randolph Estrellado also dis- 
closed that ABS-CBN's estimated 
net income for the quarter hit 
P107 million, up by over 2,000 
percent from last year. 

Ina recent news briefing, ABS- 
CBN said it achieved a consolidat- 
ed net revenue of P10.91 billion, 
an increase of 6 percent, despite 
the global slowdown in advertis- 
ing spending that dominated the 
first half of last year. 

Apart from the strong recovery 
in the second half, growth was al- 
50 attributed to higher revenues 
of ABS-CBN Global Holdings Inc., 
whose subscribers grew to over 
148,000 worldwide, an increase 
of 14 percent. 

ABS-CBN said, however, that it 
experienced pressure on its oper- 
ating margins, as its expenses 
grew faster than revenues. 

Non-cash charges, in particular, 
grew 44 percent, as the company 
began to depreciate its new broad- 
cast complex. Its cash expenses, 
on the other hand, grew 16 per- 
cent. 


With the recent inauguration of 
the “Strong Republic Nautical High- 
way" consisting of чото" ponts and 
vessels the government is encourag- 
ing shipping firms and other investors 
10 go into the ro-ro business. 

This "nautical highway" wil 
serve as the country's ro-ro ship- 
ping lane, which is designed to 


move both goods and people faster 
between the country islands. 
Points included in the ro-ro 
lane are Batangas City, Calapan 
and Roxas in Mindoro Oriental, 
Iloilo City, Caticlan and Boracay 
in Aklan, Bacolod City, Du- 
maguete in Negros Oriental, and 
Dapitan in Zamboanga del Norte. 


Seeing the advantages of the ro- 
ro type of shipping, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo included this program 
in her eight-point agenda. 

To encourage potential i 
vestors to go into the го-го busi- 
ness, the DBP has allotted P30 bil- 
lion that can be accessed as loans 
for the ro-ro initiative. 


PCD to seek quasi-bank license 


By Elena R. Torrijos 


THE PHILIPPINE Central Deposi- 
tory will seek а quasi-bank and 
trust license from the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas in line with 
the Bankers Association of the 
Philippines’ master plan to trans- 
form the depository into a custo- 
dian bank. 

Under the BAP's scheme; the 
PCD will be one of a triad of com- 
panies that will enable the com- 
plete and “straight-through” op- 
eration of the countrys first 
fixed-income exchange. 

A separate company that will 
do clearing and settlement func- 
tions and the fixed-income ex- 
change itself will be the other 


GMA accuses 
By Abigail L. Ho 


GMA Network Inc. has accused 
Beyond Cable Holdings Inc., sis- 
ter company of rival network 
ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp., of 
twisting data from research firm 
AC Nielsen to show that Metro 
Manila television viewers were 
now preferring cable TV pro- 
grams over free-to-air channels. 

In a statement issued yester- 
day, GMA Network said AC 
Nieken's Peoplemeter Мето 
Manila report showed that the 
audience share of free TV chan- 
nels actually increased from 57 
percent in November last year to 
58 percent as of last month. 

The audience share of cable 
television channels slid to 42 per- 
cent in March from 43 percent in 


two companies. 

BAP open market committee 
chair Vicente Castillo said the 
quasi-bank and trust license would. 
pave the way for the PCD to offer 
depository, regisuy and custody 
services to market participants. 

The PCD can even act as a ser- 
vice bureau to banks that the cen- 
tral bank will accredit to act as se- 
curities custodians. 

АЕ present, the PCD is largely 
owned by the BAP and the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange. 

The PSE and other PCD stock- 
holders—the Financial Execu- 
tives Institute of the Philippines, 
Investment Houses Association of 
the Philippines, Development 
Bank of the Philippines, Social 


Security System and Citibank 
NA—have signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement with the BAP 
to swap their shares in PCD for a 
stake in the holding firm that will 
own all three companies involved 
in the fixed-income exchanges 
operations. 

‘After many months of laying 
the groundwork, the influential 
group of the country’s commer- 
cial banks last week filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission its application to estab- 
lish the country’s first fixed-in- 
come exchange. 

BAP officials also submitted to 
the SEC an application to set up a 
holding firm with an authorized 
capital of P500 million. 


Beyond of twisting facts 


November last year. 

These results were based on 
surveys conducted among both 
Beyond Cable (SkyCable and 
Home Cable) and non-Beyond 
Cable subscribers. 

"СМА Network Inc. questioned 
the basis for reporting the trends 
in TV viewing considering that of- 
ficial statistics from AC Nielsen 
indicate a different trend from 
‘what was reported in the media,” 
the statement said. 

Beyond Cable had issued earli- 
er a statement that claimed the 
exact opposite of what GMA Net- 
work was claiming now. 

‘According to Beyond Cable, 
the AC Nielsen report showed 
that the audience share of free TV 
channels dropped to 56.8 percent 
as of March 15 from 58.4 percent 


in November last year. 

The audience share of cable 
television channels, it added, 
inched up to 43.2 percent from 
41.6 percent in the same period. 

‘An analysis of the report by Be- 
yond Cable showed that the de- 
crease in the audience of free TV 
channels was more pronounced 
among non-subscribers of Be- 
yond Cable. 

GMA Network also contested 
this claim saying non-Beyond Са- 
ble subscribers were still more in- 
clined to free TV channels than 
cable channels. 

Beyond Cable also said фага 
‘survey it had conducted among its 
subscribers revealed that the reposi- 
tioning of free TV channels in Sky- 
Cable and Home Cable had little or 
no adverse effect to their signals. 


Broadcasters seek fees from cable TV firms 


A GROUP of broadcasters has 
asked cable TV operators to pay 
for airing programs produced by 
local TV networks even if these 
come out on “free-to-air” chan- 
nels. 

In a position paper presented 
to the Philippine Cable Television 
Association, the Kapisanan ng 
mga Brodkaster sa Pilipinas 
stressed that the copyright law 
gave local TV networks exclusive 
rights over their programs. 

"Under the copyright law, 
broadcasters have exclusive 
rights over the re-broadcasting of 
their programs. Legally, there 


compensation in return for car- 
riage,” KBP president Cerge Re- 
monde said. 

‘An existing National Telecom- 
munications Commission тето- 
randum circular, however, re- 
quires cable TV operators to carry 
all free-to-air channels in their 
lineups. 

The NTC has also instructed 
cable TV operators to place 
broadcasting networks in the 
same channels they are in on reg- 
ular TV. GMA 7, for instance, 
would have to be placed on 
channel 7 on any cable lineup. 
The same goes for ABS-CBN, 


Е 


T 

The KBP said its position could 
be reconciled with the NTC or- 
der by giving broadcasters the op- 
tion to decline carriage of certain 
programs. 

“The option belongs to the 
broadcaster, whether he wants 
his signal to be carried under the 
must-carry (rule), in which case 
he may not be entitled to com- 
pensation, or he wants сотре 
sation in return for carriage,” it 
said. 

"In the latter case, the market 
value of the broadcaster's pro- 
gram would probably dictate 


agrees to pay and how much to 
pay. In this case, the broadcaster 
becomes just like any other pro- 
gram provider such as CNN and 
HBO," it added. 

PCTA president J. Manuel 
Dabao said earlier cable opera- 
tors should be given the right to 
carry free TV channels without 
having to pay for them, as it was 
the broadcasting networks’ duty 
to “give their signals to the pub- 
lic" under their franchise, 

The NTC has said it will "revis- 
it” its musccarry rule and come 
up with dear rules for both 
broadcasters and cable operators. 
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DISCLOSURES 


STENIEL Manufacturing Corp. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting 
on May 23, 2 p.m., at the boardroom of Steniel Cavite Packaging Corp. 
in General Trias, Cavite. Stockholders as of April 16 are entitled to notice 
of and to vote at the meeting. 

WILLIAM, Gothong and Aboitiz Inc. will hold its annual stockholders’ 
meeting on May 14, 3:30 p.m., at the Makati Ballroom A & B of the Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel. Only stockholders as of March 31 are entitled to vote at 
the meeting. 

‘SAN Miguel Pure Foods Co. Inc. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting 
on May 8, 2 p.m. at Citrus at the 24th floor of JMT Bullding, Pasig City. Only 
stockholders as of March 14 are entitled to vote at the meeting. 
SOUTHEAST Asia Cement Holdings Inc. has denied having any Informa- 
tion that can explain the 60-percent increase to 6 centavos In Its share 
price. 

IPEOPLE Inc. has announced the resignation of Delfin Lazaro as a direc- 
tor. Compiled by Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 


Prices of oil 


From pago Bl 
an oil company said he was not ex- 
pecting substantial pump price re- 
ductions this month as oil firms 
‘were still recovering the costs they 
incurred in maintaining huge in- 
ventory as part of the county's 
war contingency measures. 

Fernando Martinez, president 
of the New Petroleum Players As- 
sociation of the Philippines 
(NPPA), made the statement 
amid projections by other seg- 
ments of the industry that prices 
would go down in April. 

"We are just breaking even in re- 
covering our costs that amounted to 
P2 per liter" Martine said. "If we 
implement further reductions, we 


products... 


will go back to incurring losses.” 

The oil executive reiterated 
that last month's price cuts of 40 
centavos per liter for diesel was 
premature, although he acknowl- 
edged that international prices 
were on a downtrend. 

“It would be more practical for 
new players to hold off price re- 
ductions until May" said Mar- 
tinez, who is also chair of the 
Eastern Petroleum Corp. 

Officials of Petron Corp. had 
said the effects of the softening 
crude prices and the improve. 
ment of the peso could lead to 
possible curs in the prices of 
petroleum products of about 88 
centavos per liter. 


RP lending rates... 


From page BI 


This implies the relatively lower 
cost of capital for business, which 
should augur well for economic 
activity in the near term," said 
Tetangco Jr. in a statement. 

The central bank noted that 
the country’s real lending rate 
was lower compared with In- 
donesia's prime lending rate of 
10.48 percent, India's 7.69 per- 
cent, and Hong Kong's 7.09 per- 
cent. However, И was higher than 
Taiwan's 5.66 percent, Malaysia's 
4.98 percent, Singapore's 4.94 
percent, Thailand's 4.6 percent, 
South Korea's 2.69 percent, and 
Japan's 1.85 percent. 


Tha еттт raal landline rate 


had trended downward from a 
high of 12.9 percent prior to the 
easing of the central banks’ policy 
rates in December 2000 to its cur- 
rent level. 

While increases in the yields on 
treasuries were relatively mod- 
est, the rates increased to the 7- 
percent level this month. Last 
Monday, the 91-day treasury bill 
rate averaged at 7.46 percent 
from an all-time low of 4.299 per- 
cent ayear ago. 

‘The key BSP policy rates of 7 
percent for overnight borrowing 
and 9.25 percent for overnight 
lending remained unchanged al- 
though the central bank had in- 
creased the banks’ reserve re 
Clarissa S. Ratino 
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THIS summer, Globe launches а potent 
line-up of varied activities that will take in 
the entire Philippines. These Globe killer 
events will stretch from north to south, in 
cities and in towns, in malls and in stalls, in 
highways and in by-ways, in discos and in 
sports arenas, in festivals and in fashion 
events, Globe vill be the buzzword on ev- 
erybodys lips. 

Globe kicks off the summer season by 
holding a series of Gentxtsponsored par- 
ties, concerts, sportsfests and a fashion 
show in Boracay beginning April 16 to April 
20. Two of the island paradises ultimate. 
par places, namely Club Summerplace 
and Pier One, play host to a convergence of 
musical acts that include Reggae and Ska 
bands like Brownman Revival, Indio 1, 63 
Squad and Carlotta Ensemble, folk musi- 
cian Noel Cabangon, and stage bands Silk 
and Next Level. 

Since Boracay is the place where Fil- 
ipinos and foreigners love to party and chill, 
the hip crowd can look forward to cool pas- 
sionate tropical rhythms and ulta hip 
dance beats DJ-ed by top tumtabulists 
Manolet Dario, Scrambled Edge and Mike 
Constantino. 

On April 24 to 26 sports minded island 
hoppers along with celebrity participants 
headed by the tandem of Paolo Bediones 
and Miriam Quiarmbao can frolic and tum- 
ble on Boracay’s talcum white sand in the 
Gentxt-sponsored Boracay Bound Beach X 
Games and Beach Hunt Challenge. 

‘Trendies and trendspotters will be 
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wowed by a parade of lithe and tanned 
bodies in the Gentxt and Cinderella fashion 
extravaganza to be held on the evening of 
April 25 at Pier One. Beach hunks and 
babes will sashay down the runaway wear- 
ing the latest beachwear creations by Cin- 
derella. 

‘A windfall of freebies such as henna tat- 
toos, Gentxt stickers, Сепот bandanas 
and the much desirable free Gentxt mem- 
ership will rain down for those lucky 
enough to be in Boracay during Globe's 
swing in the island paradise. Discounts and 
ther perks to some of the island resorts 
popular eating, clubbing, and shopping es- 
tablishments will also be accorded to all 
Gentxters. 

Globe will also make its presence felt in 
the island by way of strategically placed 
banners and streamers to be found on the 
Kalibo Airport, along the six municipalities 
оп the Kalibo to Caticlan Highway, Jetty 
Port, Boracay Highway, Boracay Long 
Beach and in the areas leading to all of the 
Globe sponsored events 

In addition to its Boracay outing, Globe 
through Genot will also stage various 
sports events in different locales in Luzon, 
Visayas and Mindanao throughout the 
months of April and May. Сепо, in part- 
nership with major sports apparel brand 
Adidas will mount The Streetball Competi- 
tion in Robinsons San Fernando, Pampanga 
for the Luzon leg and in SM Cebu for the 
Visayas leg. The белых National Beach 
Football Cup will also hold its regional legs 


in Subic, Boracay and General Santos City, 
which will then culminate in Boracay for 
the National Championships on May 3 to 4. 
Finally, Globe also sponsors the Manila 
Youth Games with 10,000 youngsters par- 

ipating in a dozen sports activities at the 
Rizal Memorial Complex. 

‘Meanwhile, Intensity G, Globe's regional 
roadshow will be holding its popular sales 
blitzes in major shopping malls across Lu- 
zon and the Visayas during April and May. 
Intensity G sales blitzes is where you can ex- 
pect to find the best mobile phone products, 
including the new Globe Hi-Memory SIM 
pack, high-tech cellular phones, most af- 
fordable prepaid phone kits and other at- 
tractive deals for Globe post paid subscrip- 
tions. 

In addition to these sale blitzses, Intensi- 
ty G will be bringing parties and concerts to 
every city it makes a stopover. These events 
will, of course be kicked off by motorcades 
graced by popular celebrities. 

Other Globe activities planned for the 
‘summer are the installation of booths in dif- 
ferent malls across the Philippines where 
Globe Prepaid subscribers wanting to up- 
grade their regular Globe SIM to the new 
Hi-Memory SIM can do so for just P170. To 
enjoy the great features of Globe Prepeid's 
Hi-Memory SIM, such as 300 phone book 
memory and 65 text messages, drop by at 
any of the booths found in SM Mega Mall, 
SM City in North Edsa, Robinsons Manila, 
Festival Mall, SM Pampanga, Abanao 
Square, Fiesta Mall, SM oilo, Robinsons 


entsev Products 


Bacolod, SM Cagayan de Oro, Gaisano-Bu- 
tuan, Gaisano-ligan, Ayala Cebu and Victo- 
ria Plaza. 

The Globe connection extends even on 
the road this Holy Week. Should you expe- 
rience car trouble or breakdown while on 
your way to any of the Globe fun spots and 
events, Globe will be providing motorists 
assistance by setting up motor clinics at var- 
ious Petron and Nissan Stations, where one 
can make 3-minute emergency calls. These 
motorists’ assistance booths are located 
along the South Luzon and North Luzon 
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Expressways and in major points in Baguio 
City, Pozzorubio, Pangasinan, Capas, Tarlac, 
Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija, San Fernando, 
Pampanga, Lubao, Pampanga, Tagaytay 
City and Baliuag, Bulacan. 

By single handedly dotting the landscape 
with this season's biggest events, it is safe ro 
say that Globe has got the Archipelago un- 
der its belt even during the thermal months. 
Wherever you are in the Philippines, no 
matter how far you go, you'll never be alone 
‘on the road. Globe has everything to keep 
you cool and always connected. 


DLSU Graduate School of Business 
tackles charter change issue 


THE DELA Salle University Professional 
Schools Inc. Graduate School of Busi- 
ness recenily held a colloquium dubbed 
"Charter Change: Implications on Gov- 
ernance" at its RCBC campus in line 
with its trust of taking an active role in 
shaping the future of the country. 

‘The distinguished speakers were for- 
mer congressman Emigdio Tanjuatco 
Je, founding president of the Asian Insti- 
tute for Democracy (AID); Congress- 
man Jose Cojuangco Jr, presidential ad- 
viser on food security and jobs creation 
and AID treasurer; and Justice Regalado 
Maamibong of the Court of Appeals, for- 
mer delegate and commissioner to the 
1971 Constitutional Convention and 
1987 Constitutional Commission. 

Also present were DILG Undersecre- 
tary lawyer Wencelito Andanar, social 
scientist and AID cultural specialist Jose 
Ma. Montelibano, secretary-general of 
the Council on Philippine Affairs Pastor. 
Saycon, Committee Affairs Bureau and 
government relations and legislature 
specialist Annie Llamson, and former 


congressman Amado Bagatsing. 

Dean Philip Ella Juico of the DLSU 
Graduate School of Business was like- 
wise in attendance with faculty mem- 
bers professor Benjamin Espiritu, pro- 
fessor Akiro Tsusaka; professor Pia Man- 
alastas and professor Mercy Suleik and 
their respective classes in various cours- 
s 

The discussion, which is scheduled 
for broadcast on DLSU websites, started 
with Maambong describing the role of 
the constitution and the various changes 
and confusion that have surrounded it 
since 1934, 

Tanjuatco further explained how the 
constitution affects our everyday lives 
and clarified that while the constitution 
“should not be subject to whimsical 
changes, its character of semi-perma- 
rence should not be confused with be- 
ing unchangeable.” He also stressed that 
the people should be able to choose or 
approve changes in the constitution per 
issue or proposition rather than through 
anall-or-nothing plebiscite. 


The possible amendments that will 
be proposed according to Tanjuatco are 
decisions on establishing а federal or 
unitary and presidential or parliamen- 
tary form of government; bicameral or 
unicameral legislature; foreign owner- 
ship limitations; exploitation of natural 
resources, and dual citizenship. 

АШ speakers favored amendment 
through constituent assembly because it 
provides more accountability and facili 
ty in presenting to the people each of the 
propositions. But Cojuangco under- 
scored the importance of looking at the 
message rather than the messenger, or 
the song instead of the singer. He also 
cited what he thought are defects in the 
present constitution. 

Montelibano raised the issue of the 
Philippines being called the 11th most 
corrupt country in the world in a recent 
survey and appealed to those present to 
do their share in order to get rid the na- 
tion of this appellation, while Saycon 
and Bagatsing requested the attendees 
to be involved and take action. 
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GLOBE TELECOM OFFERS FREE CALLS TO MIDDLE EAST 


With war ongoing in гад, Globe Telecom has set up 
free calling centers at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium in. 
Vito Cruz Mania; at the Presidential Action Center 
(Pace) office in Malacaftang; and at the Overseas 


Workers Welfare Administration (Owwa) centers na- + 


EST 


tionwide to serve families of overseas Filipino work- 
ers (OFWs) who want to keep in touch with their 
loved ones who are in the Middle East. Photo shows 
President Macapagal-Arroyo checking the situation 
atthe Globe Telecom caling center in Malacafiang. 


Easter at 
Rockwell 


CHILDREN are the stars of the 

day at the Power Plant Mall at the 

Rockwell Center this Easter. А mini 

mum purchase of P500 from any store in the mall en- 
files a youngster to join several games, win iots of 
prizes, listen to stories, зев a performance of tne. 
Playshop Kids and take partin an Easter Egg hunt. The 
Piayshop Kids are graduates of the Trumpets 
Playshop who are now professional performers in 
their own right. Playshop kids Alexa Ortega, Sam Con- 
‘cepcion, Kathleen Francisco and Vincent Ching wil 
perform. There will be an abundance of food and 
‘drinks from Nestlé chocolate, Koko Krunch and Milo 
and also from Jolibee, Shakey's and Orange Juice. 
Children and their parents may choose to come at ei- 
ther 10:30 am. or 4 p.m. to enjoy the festes. 


Nueva Viscaya HS reunion 
THE NUEVA Viscaya General Comprehensive High 
School NA class of 1983 wi hold a grand reunion on 
April 19 at the Abuan residence on Gomez Street in 
Bayombong, Nueva Viscaya Event organizer Alice 
 Abuan Coronel enjoins all her former classmates to 
bring their amies to the af. The reunion is tne frst 
to be held since the batch graduated in 1963. For par- 
iculars, сай 0916-5605030 (Alice) or 0917-6997577 
(imes). 


PLC, Petron join forces 

PFIZER Loving Care (PLC), maker of “Little Lifesavers” 
for kids such as Caladryi, Terramycin, Bonamine 
Chewabies, Desitin, and Combantrin, ties up with 
Patron Corp. tor the upcoming Lenten Lay Alalay 
staring Aor 16 and ending on Apri 20. The 2003 
Lenten Lakbay Alalay, a pubiic service program, isthe 
pioneer of motorist assistance programs. It provides 
‘vious services to assure motors ol a safe and con- 
venent travel ranging from medical assistance, celular 
phone and intormaton services, to абс montomg, 
free блоко water, and diaper change booths. In sup- 
port of his endeavor, PLC wil be ging away at ast 
100 frst aid ка trom Teramycin and Des, aswell 
аз Вопатипе samples in designated Peron service 
centers in North Luzon expressway and Petron ex- 
Dress canter I South Luzon expressway. 


ADVANTEK INC. OPENS PHILIPPINE BRANCH 


‘Advantek inc. the world's leading manufacturer of Миа Galman, HR manager Ramon Molano, Ad- 
embossed carrier tape and other component  vantek US director of engineering Eric Olson, 
packaging products, with headquarters in Min- guest of honor Peza director general lawyer Lilia 
nesota, USA, opened its Philippine branch in the бе Lima, Advantek Philippines managing director 
Carmelray Industry Park 2, Calamba City. Present Dan Salyards and wife Mary Salyards, QA manag- 
at its inaugural ceremony were (from left) er Debbie Caliguia and production manager Fran- 
comptroller Cheche Saulog, materials manager cis Peralta. 


AKFI DIRECTOR AWARDS MANILA MAYOR 

Inarecent awarding ceremony atthe ing, Mayor Atienza announced his 
Manila City Hall, Animal Kingdom full support in the campaign against 
Foundation Inc. (АКП) director illegal dog meat traders and his ad- 
Charles Wartenberg, gave due recog-  ministration's renewed campaign on 
nition to Manila Mayor Lito Atienza е health hazards of eating dog 

for his invaluable suppert to animal теа! Dr. Jose Diaz, director of Mani- 
welfare. Likewise, in the sald meet- Іа Pound, witnessed the event. 


ZONTIANS GEAR UP TOWARDS WOMEN’S ADVANCEMENT 

Zontians toasted the women of the warld when the more prominent women in the fields of bust- 
they simultaneously celebrated Rose Day and the ness and the private sector, also served as a fund- 
International Women's Day last March Gat the raising event for Zonta's various programs. With 
Mantia Polo Ciub in Forbes Park, Makati ity. Led — the funds it will raise, Zonta hopes to enhance. 

by governor Imelda ‘Dandy’ Gomez of Zonta in- апд expand thelr existing programs, respond to 
ternational District 17, місе area 1 director Baby additional challenges, fund new international ser- 
Perez Sison, area 5 director Lynn Sunico and area місе programs, and ultimately provide more ser- 
1 director Утта Vergel de Dios, the night маса місе to women worldwide. Photo shows Nellie 
testament to the organization's mission of pro- аз. Lynn Sunico, Baby Sison, Marietta Goco, 
‘moting and alleviating the status of women Dandy Gomez, Subhaporn Peters, Virma Vergel 
worldwide. The gathering, attended by some of de Dios and Nonie Basilio. 


LANDBANK INAUGURATES IST АТМ IN CAMIGUIN 


Landbank president and СЕО Gary Landbank nationwide from year 

В. Teves poses with Camiguin Gov- 2003-2004 to enhance Its customer 
ernor Pedro Romualdo during the service. Located at LBP Camiguin 
inauguration of the first ever ATM branch, Poblacion, Mambajao, 
facility in the province of Camiguin. Camiguin, the ATM will now be ac- 
This facility, which is the only АТМ cessibleto the people of Camiguin 
in Camiguin Is one of the first of 300 and the foreign and local tourists 
уе ATMs ta he Inetaller hy wn visit the sland 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 


pun 
Fan asses 


PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


COMPUTER REPAIR Tagaytay 


COMPUTER REPAIR 8515188 ты 


1, 2. dbr PH 0918-3102808. 
MASSAGE 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


поопон Boyz 3233289 


‘Np Thal Ma 8347987 Cw 
2532507 врио 448-7104 


Muman Touch Malo Masseurs 


пазов мот 24 s, OTHER PROVINCIAL 


vavo 
AMNES MALE 24URS SERVICE 


AES MALE НИ SERVICE TAGAYTAY VACATION HOUSE 


VACANT LOT 6.5000" T 
7442503 /04 (MON-SAT) — $1 S70 T5 Black 09178339977 
"97 850 TS Grey 05152005998 


PASIG 


AU HALE MASSUERS 28hrs 
09202987878 7120279 


MALE 16 PALANAN 7320659 TRANSPORTATION 


FOR RENT 


MODELO'S #277-9257 


МББС РИТА AO alexandra oM 4121825 + 


PARANAQUE 


‘Swedish Меде 0919-4743278 


BC CARSANS 
ELS W OR WO INER, 

MLA HO 536-0822» 303-3789 

OC BR 425-2778. 425-4084 


REREKDLOGY 


Eiward 728988 09195985411 


заляме WORNER CARS 
WANS REVO COASTER BUS 
SORES 800688» 8908559 


alo Ph 240m! 6454096, 
Fees 0000 atz77s0 "2980 


H-H-MS MALE 7314018. QUEZON CITY 


avonans 578-8917 (Roger) 
“THE TSUBOS” 


tor eos gg Tera Pura 450m2 931-4946 


MARIAN 3959558 
CARS CSTER VANS BADAL 
Wizard Massage 4213197 RIZAL 


Мен Praga e Hi-Ace 3320844 
Antigo. Cireumlerenil Re |< —————— ——— 


som 108m" 0917-6102903 РЖ orserv0eess682 
HOUSEHOLD JOBS ооё 4 gas station Antipolo (e 
mussten REVO witriver 8272821 


‘ec Mal Cook Yaya 7572009 VAN & BUS 9329250 


CAVITE Budae rete 
IDEAL NDS YAYA 732-5750 Van 0917-5626893 « 5421840 


Southwoods 3.77m 6458881 


VAN RENTAL 1941-2546 


BEST MAIDS 772-4213 
uod Male уа Соз 859-1504 


Holp Agency 882-907 «478 POAF ВО. Buendia Mi 
Süsam 11350m 437507 Good 
Rent negotia Teis 8852009 
18952030 


URVAN матоо VAN 9370271 


5 Fest Car Loan T5028 


MAIDS 912¢701+9124705 


PROVINCIAL ALL AROUND 
MAIDS 
Call Joy 671237218722792 


FARMURSHPEN/ 
- MAWLANDS. 
Prov! Trusted Maids Yaya 

GALL: 679-7096 + 673-7087 4 IMA RICEFIELD CANAAN 


18 ascia 400186 57 
САМ ЗЈН БОЛ РАД | —— — — — — 


TRUSTED QUALITY MAIDS W/ 


ELI 1.5% Fast Car Loan 6560140 


MANGO FARM TANAY 9271821 
Tx wfo Taking Car 7262700 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


Yaya ald Cook 870-5730 


LIPAT BAHAY 2 waking Car 6870490 
Th waking Car 373207192 
L-BAHAY 9206784 4540520 

DATA T ‘2% woTaking Car 7228883 
LBAHAY 7113540 €—— 


2% wioTaking Сат 8986833. 


LIPAT BAHAY 535-2064 PARANAQUE 


P wioTaking Car 7221021 
Sucat Bungalow 28A 278 
Groe Uüiny wont wr Seht 
Church P3000 7826-7250 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 2% wloTaking Car 2646828 


PASAY GENERAL 


ITEMS FOR SALE 


25у 288 nc. OWAA & LAT 


РАБІ Buendia PT 8207419 Аба 


dium 507 29 Ад, tt 
College T-MT4888 7 ен Comet SR ни TIGE 
19175172248 

wean CITY 


Бану Pasg 10 mns. t 00585 
588, 00175 
саада ме SM Ciy Edsa 28A Шао 


MARIKINA 


Dog Trainer 09192050952 


Golden RevBoomer РТИ, 


tun вм СЛУ pasoo БМВ 177F 7200840/08208183573 


Gants, rem 2.2m 8487112 


Pasig NEL EDUCL PLAN 8061574 


‘50 GOV PASCUAL WHSE 2610552 


BUY • SELL « PAWN 
ROLEX«OTHERS 


igh Apprasal Fast Cast 
Regar | Ponsa Апу waich 
MANILA WATCH (Hyatt) 
[C = 830286 
INTL. WATCH (Groenhils) 
Tek T4434 » 0917-6884292 


Ev 


Reasonably Pricod Semi 
Comm 14-700 0917-5218338 


 QUEZON CITY 


ESS RENTAL 
524 EDSA KALOOKAN 361065 


BNEW 4BRATB 206 
POOL GARD MINDANAO P3.1 
Garin Buas nr CTHALL P4.7 
13086, 0017-7957850 dbo 2%% WD TANG CAR 67152224 
NEM з STOREY TowNHOUSE 
0. TUMON QC. 11а? 
71342503 (04 (MOH-SAT) FOR SALE 
за, Castor a Moro Зы 
23.6 6833720817810290 


MESSA 
Vamont Park Angolo Zim 
"ay SER wf bulb te Zarcon 
130 ti gge РИ 7008821 
0819-5784066 wotome apis 


2001 Nissan Patrol 1.618 
0077-832900581-656 


— Students, Reviewers, 
v =~ Afliiates, Bed Spacers & 
> ammi = transient Boarders - Fully 
THAMSPORTRTION |. furnished LADIES 
MITORY now open to 

‘serve you at the back of UST, 
NEAR UNIVERSITY BELT, FEU, UE, 
SAN BEDA, at 1311 Gelifios St., 
[71 Sampaloc, Manila. 
: * AIRCON ROOMS AVAILABLE 
* ALL ROOMS WITH REST ROOM 
*WITH INTERNET CAFE. 
Tel. # (02) - 741-1390 or 
_ CP # 09185322385 


Har p T. pond 
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_The Widest Reich Classifieds 


Republic of the Philppines 
Department of Education 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Ground Fioor, Rizal Bulkding, DepEd Complex 
Meralco Avenue, Pasig City 
Loan # 1654-PHI 


INVITATION TO BID 


‘Tha Republic of the Philippines, through the Department of Education 
(DepEd), has recived a loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) towards 
the financing of the Secondary Education Development and Improvement 
Project (SEDIP). Part ofthe loan proceeds is Intended for eligible paymer 

the proposed Renovation of the Instructional Materials Council Secretariat 
(IMC'S) Office, covering Rooms 501, 502, 503, 504, 505 and 506 including 
the existing tots at the Sth Floor, Mabini Bulidng, DepEd Complex, Meralco 
Avenue, Pasig Сту 

Bidding is open to all Philippine Contractors Acoreditation Board (PCAB) - 
registered contractors or joint venture contractors with valid PCAB license. 

Scope of works Includes,  rehablitaion of fring: T repalefmorovement 
о ceiling board and partitions: Ш) replacement of doors and jambs, ) горак ої 
windows: v) repaleiemprovement of comfort rooms; м) painting works; and vi) 
electrical works. 

Bidders may obtain further Information and acquire the bidding documents 
from: 

The BAC Secretariat 

Ground Floor, Mabini Bullding 
DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue, 
Pasig Cly 

А complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by Interested 
eligible bidders staring April 21, 2003 unti 5:00 p.m. of April 30, 2003 upon 
submission ога Letter of intent 1o the above office and upon payment ota non- 
refundable fee amounting to P500.00 to the DepEd cashier. 

А pre-bid conference shall be conducted on April 30, 2003 at 10:00 am. 
tobe held at the Bulwagan ng Karunungan, Rizal | Building. DepEd Complex 
Meralco Avenue, Pasig Cty. 

The bids, together with thelr supporting documents must be submitted to 
the aforesaid venue on May 14, 2003 between 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. All bids wil 
be opened at 10:10 a.m. in the presence of the bidders or their legally authorized 
representatives. 

(503) JUAN MIGUEL M. LUZ 
Undersecretary and Chairman, 


DepEd Bids and Awards Commitee 


Oo NEL 


"DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations /corections 


THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2003 


RATES 
P75 per line 
press esdone nm 


P245 per column centimeter 


Mondays to Saturdays 
12:00 noon 
Day before publication 


Sundays 
12:00 noon 
every Thursday 


NATIONAL NUTRITION COUNCIL | 
Announcement of Vacant Positions | 
DRIVER! (Region XI Davao City) — 5-3; hem No. NNCB-DRV 7998; 
Elementary Schoo Graduate. With vand profesional diver icone, 1 уба: 
experience 
For иво information, please contact Mr. Benjamin С. Formento, Human 
escurce Management Папі, Personnel Secon Administrative bison, 
tot no, 24575. 
(508) CAROLINA BAUTISTA-BATALLONES 
Deputy Executve Director | 


Thailand Campus 


Learn about Gems & Jewelry 


From the world’s foremost authority in gemology 
70 year history of excellence in education 
over 300,000 students worldwide 


GIA Graduate Gemologist Diploma 
the most recognized gemological credential 


G.G. Program starts July 21, 2003 


GIA Thailand Since 1993 


Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai @kscl5.th.com www.giathailand.com 


From that time on Jesus began to preach, 
"Repent, _ for the Kingdom of h heaven is near." 


ab 
BS a 
CALL: 8380060 


BUYING ROLEX 
(Oper WATO-ES BEST PACE 
0911-8142309 + 1289881 
7220433 • 4123543 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


WILLE 


EXPO GARMENT CUTTER 
T0 EXPO HI-SPEED SEWER 
2 OFC CLERK. 2 ARTISTIC 

FLOWER ARRANGER 

7321954 7119636 Sam-Spm 


Beautician. Dressmater, De 
mesic Helper, Male Gym 
Instructor ^ 843-2598 


Sbéy à Wok Abroad Ру 
New Pay Later 751-550809 


Urgent Hotel Manager Jal 

Chinese Cook 28-4017 oid 

Pret 12 yrs exp Direct Hire 
Call Zeny 258-1595 


PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


Thank you Holy Spirit 


- Matthew 4:17 


NEED 
CONVENIENT 
LODGING 
INORTIGAS? 
CLOSE TO WORK 
'ORSCHOOL? 
INVITING 


STAVL н WORK FR ROUES 
31008 0917-8901851 
travlandwortcombome com 


eral Care TRLISYS. 35% 
aste, Распер 255-2608 


BEDSPACERS 


MANILA 
LUXURY 
CONDOMINIUM 


PEARLDR. 
CALL 0917-8341169 


rawr ГР a 
2 DRAINAGF 
<“ MARA 
E] 


MARAMAG RESETTLEMENT PROJECT. Natonal Housing Authority (NHA) general manager Барага Pamintuan 
(second from let) receives rom Congressman Miguel Zubiri of the 3rd District of Bukidnon the P3136 milion symbolic 
heck representing the amount drawn from the latter's local housing fund forthe construction of ol-site access road 
and cross arans, including the instalation of water and power system in NHA's Maramag Resettlement Project in 
South Pebtacion, Maramag. Bukidnon. The amount was later turned over to the local government of Maramag 
represented by Vice-Mayor Alia Resus (right for project implementation. Looking on is МНА Mindanao management 
officer Neofito Hernandez (let) 
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DEADLINE 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday (о Sunday 

12:00 noon 

Day before publication 
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Nothing that is remembered fades and no one 
August 3, 1954 - April 15, 2003 who has touched а heart truly passes away . . .. 


Pencefuly joined our Lord at the age of 48 


An foving memory of the 


Eighth Death Anniversary 
oj 
jj 


and will be deeply missed by his wife Malou and son 
Paolo; parents Romeo, Sr. (+) and Emiliani (+); 
brother and sister-in-law Romie & Susan; sister 
Ermie; nephews and nieces Kristine & Joe, Don, 
Tanna; grandniece Allysa; grandnephew Josh; 
parents-in-law Angel & Evelyn Palacios and all his 
relatives and friends. 


His body lies in state at The Bahay Ugnayan Samson 
Funeral Homes, 145 Bayan Lama, Imus, Cavite. 


April 18, 1995 


Holy Masses will be offered at the following Churches: 


SANCTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO 
Forbes Park 


Cremation will be on Sunday, April 20, 2003 at the Ei 
Manila Memorial Park after thc 8:30 a.m, Memorial 
Mass at the Philippine Independent Church, Parish of 
Our Lady of Pilar, Toclong I-A, Imus, Cav 


EAS 
T 


6:15 a.m./ 
6:00 p.m. 


ST. JOHN BOSCO PARISH 


6:00 p.m. 
Pasay Road, Makati City 


BACLARAN REDEMPTORIST CHURCH 
Parañaque 


5:30am. IMMACULATE CONCEPCION CHAPEL 


6:00 p.m. 
Quezon City 


< Don't worry MAMA. when we look up to heaven, we will say. 
T love you and we will always remember... 


MA. ROSARIO HERNANDEZ VITUG, M.D. 


October 24, 1963 - April 15, 2003 


Her husband ARNOLD: daughters KATY & MAYJO; 
parents and parents-in-law; brothers; sisters; brothers-in-law; 
sisters-in-law; nephews & nieces; request the pious readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 

Herbody lies in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, Araneta 
‘Avenue, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Sunday, April 20, 2003 at the Loyola 

b. Memorial Park, Marikina after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 


ST, ANDREW THE APOSTLE PARISH 
Reposo Makati 


6:30 a.m. ASSUMPTION PARISH 


6:15 p.m. 
Leveriza, Manila 
STA. CRUZ CHURCH 


4:00 p.m. 
Sta. Cruz, Manila 


HARRISON PLAZA CHAPEL 


5:30 p.m. 
Malate, Manila. 


SANCTUARIO DE SAN JOSE 
Greenhills, Mandaluyong 


6:15am. OUR LADY OF SORROW 


6:00 p.m. 
ЕВ. Harrison, Pasay City 


SAN VICENTE DE PAUL CHURCH 
San Marcelino, Manila 


12:00 пп. ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH 


Quiapo, Manila 


MANILA CATHEDRAL 
Intramuros, Manila. 


6:00 a.m. 


STA. MARIA GORETTI PARISH 


6:00 p.m. 
U.N. Avenue, Manila 


7:80 a.m. 


OUR LADY OF EDSA SHRINE 


7:00 p.m. 
Ortigas, Pasig City 


ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGUORI PARISH6:15 p.m. 
Humabon Place, Makati City 


"From darkness let the 
light shine!" 


An obituary 
with a picture 
can bea 
fitting tribute 
to your 
departed loved 
one. 


Her family kindly requests aff readers to remember her in their prayers. 


Genesis 1:3 
Боск = a. ERD: 


ао MARIO IGNACIO BALAN "= 


Always caring. of Paombong, Bulacan 
INQUIRER 

Obituaries Philippine Envoy to the Lao People's Democratic Republic 
Peacefully joined his Creator on 11 April 2003 at the age of 55. 


His bereaved wife Adoracion de la Rama. daughters and sons-in-law Marianne 
& Gilbert Gamad and Julie Martha & JP Lim: stepmother Nana Liberty: brothers, 
sisters and their spouses Macario (f) & Justina, Maxima & Tomas, Anita & Miguel, 
Marciana & Reynaldo, Rufino & Elizabeth. Francisco, Jr. & Gracelyn, Ramona 
& Enrique; his stepbrothers Elmer & spouse Shineth, Edwin and other relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


of Taal, Batangas 
OBITUARY 


REQUIREMENTS: 

© Copy of Death 
Cenifcate 

© Any identification 
document 0) 


Peacefully died in the Grace of our Lord on April 15, 2003 


His remains will lie in state at Chapel 4, St. Alphonsus Mary de Liguori Parish, "RE 
at the age of 98, joining her beloved husband Jose (1). 


Magallanes Village, Makati City from April 19 until April 21 after which he will be 
brought to St, James the Apostle Church in Paombong, Bulacan. 


WE ACCEPT SM, , Interment will be announced later. 


CREDIT CARDS 
and tani bank payments 


Her bereaved family, children Violeta and Nonoy Zagala, 
Rene and Inday Mapa, Lito and Dely Bustos, 
Johnny and Cely de Leon, Rading and Citas Armesto, 
Mike and Linda de Veyra, brother Cireneo Punzalan 
and sister-in-law Modesta Banaag, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nephews, nieces, relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal 
repose of her soul. 


For the needs of your departed Loved Ones, the following establishments can help you. 


ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL. 
12G дапа Avena Quezon Cay 

Tes 71511025. 7151091: 715-1027 

ARLINGTON EAST THE GARDEN CHAPELS 

C Raymundo St cor Mercedes Avo -Son Miguel Ave , Pasig Cy 
"Tus 747-9586 747-9600 » Tobia 641-1760 

AUREA QUIOGUE FUNERAL HOMES 


HOLY TRINITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS. 
Sucat Parinanue Cy, Tis 828-1296 825-1291 
A FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 

127 Cassano i Van focos S 

‘a. 1222136 Co 10917 8600130917) 5680145 
Mania £23 Pato St, Project 2 Quezon Сау Те 434-3250 
СА FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 

1801 CM Розо Ave cor T Maput Mani 

"Tuis 7? 66311036 732 4708 752-827 

LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 

1436 aras Ae Gy Karan St Quern Cay. 

"a Testo Y 201 9000006 

LA FUNERARIA PAZ, ING. 

Dr A Samos Avo Suc. Parahanuo. 

"tis 820-1539 0250007 8000020 

ТА FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 

"оао Ра -Baguio Cj 

та, (074) 463.333? 1078) 842-3117 

LA FUNERARIA SAPINOSO 

С Tuona St, imua Cave, 

Tola. (06) 471-3386 (046) 479-4417. 049) 575-1878 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS 


24348 Famandoz Avo Dagupan Cuy. Pangasinan 
Fels 107851 522.3481. 822 2128 109171 44 0970. 
CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
Cenu Branch AS Fonuna See, Baniad, Mandaue Cty, Cebus 
COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
istas сапыр Cabs Cty ols 251-0701 231-92 
COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
amis Ent cor ) Abad Santos, Davao CIV 
Sein (0277-01. 2271258 
DAVAO FUNERAL HOME. 
2 Bayanı Si, Gaus Quezon Coy: 
тва 1402803 791-3705 781-266. 41 000 75 604 
DALLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES 

‘Upper Kalanan Olongapo Сау 

(067 222-960, (07) 811-1008; 047) 222-4512; 047) 24 2014 

Pasay Roae мазан Cuy. Та 294-5032 034 
DULCE MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Josa Азза Samos Ave cor Сиам St, Мой. Mania 
Ya 712.5102 741-5125, 741-5139. Fax No. 7113004 
FLORESCO FUNERAL HOME 
218 Gan Luna St. Сопсарсюп Malabon, Mato Mans, 
Тыв 2012000 201304 26.0522 
FUNERARIA PANGILINAN 
Samo Emuowacor P Burgos St, Lourdes Sur, Angolas Cy 


Her cremated remains will lie in state at the 
Christ the King Parish Church, Green Meadows, 
Quezon City starting Holy Thursday, April 17, 2003. 
Funeral Mass and memorial service will be 
held on Tuesday, April 22, 2003, 9:00 a.m. at the 
Christ the King Parish Church. 


[EY 
OLA MEMORIAL PARK CHAPELS 

а CREMATORY SERVICES. 

Loyola Memoria Рак, A. Bonitaeio aun Tanong. Marana Cy 
Tus 04:3190 1098 941.3876 Toista 9413577 

MARIAN MEMORIAL CHAPELS 

Marcos Hway, Antoco, zat Ters s 165. 6020209 6620210 
‘MARCELO FUNERAL HOMES 

TAM Nava Боо Tangos, Navotas. Мено Maria To No 281678 
TAT. SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

Matano St. Dagupan Ci 


"et (0451 088.2990 10451 322.8247 
PAKET SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
TSV Gomes SI Ban Roqua, Малала Gy, 
Te 646-1728 046-1730. 
FUNERARIA ANGEL QUIOGUE 
o GI Pass баман Etenbon. Pasig Cay, 
Tel 643.7008, 041-1735. 
M Aimada S. Patios, tole Manaa; 
Тав eee. 2016 899.3802 
FUNERARIA FILIPINAS 
487 Ron St. Zapot Alavang, Las Pit 
Тва 673.0807 673.0024 
FUNERARIA FILIPINAS 
{96.4 fuzalSt_Pobucon Makati Ciy: 
Tei 090.3550 096.5108 
FUNERARIA TUASON 
Posen Son quel Вавсап 301: 
"TS loti таб" 
FUNERARIA BA! 
MS Bayan Luma mua Cato. Tois 1048) 471-3978; 471;2075 
DARDEN OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARK 
Cütenaang Bago Pateros, Мено Mani, Tee 042-0181 ва 
(ERITAGE PARK 
yan Roa. Fon Boritacio. Taguig Moo Manta 
fa (OL) 048 2341 042 (TL) 846-239410 30106 ONZ 
HOLY OARDENS MEMORIAL PARK 
Trva Love Unenegpe Compie, Quezon Ave., Аполо, Rat 
ui НОР 


Tole. (U/5 515-596, 515-6520 522-8703 10910) 3187131 
NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 
2546 Aranana Avenue, Quezon Coy 

ты 713.3231 10 38. УМН 

POPULAR MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
214 Pat vo. Si Croz Manan. Tl tos 254-0867 254-0850 
ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
Ground ng s Chapa 27mLocson St Mandap, 
Boson Cay Ta 4327132 
RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 
498 Comana St, Pasy Coy. Тав 031-1204 

‘ue Branch: 8187 Dr A Sans Ava.. Sucat, Par 


SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE PARISH 
East Groenis Mondatong сиу Ta 4199 7252044 

'ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGOURI PARISH 

Magasanes Vilago. Manat: Cay Tuis 852 8228 052.7284 

MARK MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

10:150. Tuazon cot. Lora Bt, Sampaio Mansa Tee 749 3879. 781:1772 
ST. PETER FUNERAL HOMES 

290 Qvnzon Avo.. Ouozon Слу Te 372.6094 410 20967 

VERONICA MEMORIAL HOMES 

Ote a S17 A net Pay Cy 

Tus З! 70! Dé 746 03 107 64480 

WELINOTON FUNERAL SERVICES. 

1811 Ger Lunn S, Paco, Mani, Tais 822-0040 522-9438 400-194 


not seen, Z Ge di 
ear has not In Remembrance of the 

heard, nor Ast Death Anniversary oj 
has it much Josefina T. Tan 


as dawned gilt 10, 1830- Apri 18, 2002 
on man 
To Мата 


m When God ent fortf а tiny clt ta eara thie ways of earth, 

ian God sent fori a tiny child to fear the ways of earth, 

as a mather‘ ovs ts waiting hare voe call is onde ih. 
igi 


prepared for Whien God calls fome tre sou and stills a laboring breath our Fathers ove 
those who is waiting there, this too is birth not death. 


love Him.” Мата, you are sadly missed, always remembered, forever loved. 
1 Corinthians 2:9 ‘Blots, Nini ©” Eugene, Gigi Roh, c JULIAN. 
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Mirant ае 
Carbon Sink program 


MIRANT Philippines is undertaking 
a landmark environmental program 
that will reforest 150 hectares of 
mangrove and 150 hectares of up- 
land forests as well as develop an 
eco-destination іп Quezon 
province. 

The program, dubbed "Carbon 
Sink, will be undertaken in the mu- 
nicipalities of Pagbilao-where Mirant 
operates a 735-Mw power plant-and 
neighboring Padre Burgos. 

А carbon sink is called such аз for- 
est lands, whether mangrove or up- 
land, absorb and store carbon dioxide 
which, if left in the air, destroy the 
ozone layer and effect climate 
change. A carbon sink renders the 
compound harmless to the environ- 


ment. It is a cost-effective way of 
countering the effects of global 
warming. 

Mirants program is the largest-ev- 
er private sector initiative to preserve 
and protect the country’s mangrove 
forests. The mangroves of Pagbilao 
and Padre Burgos are the second most 
bio-diverse in the world, hosting 47 
different mangrove species. 

Mangroves are classified as trees in 
and around coastal environs. They 
are a critical spawning ground of ma- 
rine life and help maintain a balanced 
ecosystem. 

Mirants Carbon Sink project, be- 
ing undertaken in cooperation with 
the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, also includes the 


establishment of an eco-destination 
in the midst of an experimental man- 
grove forest. It will include 
bunkhouses, learning centers, and a 
kilometer long boardwalk’ from 
where the mangroves may be viewed 
more extensively The eco-destina- 
tion is also expected to draw tourists. 
in order to provide livelihood and in- 
‘come opportunities for locals. 

Mirant Philippines Corp., a wholly 
Owned subsidiary of Atlanta-based 
Mirant Corp., is the largest private 
producer of electricity in the country, 
owning more than 2,000 Mw of in- 
stalled generating capacity nation- 
wide. Mirant also owns a stake in the 
natural gas-fired 1,200 Mw Ilijan 
Power Plant. 


ALLERGY TESTING EQUIPMENT! INSTALLED 

Mt. Gilead Medical and Diagnostics Services Inc. in Las Piñas City recently installed Pharmacia Uni- 
CAP 100E. a state-of-the-art equipment for testing allergy, asthma and autoimmune diseases. The 
Pharmacia UniCAP 100E is an automated system that diagnoses over 400 allergens using only a blood 
sample. Itis exclusively distributed by Trianon Diagnostics. Shown, standing from left, are Ruth 
Alorno, assistant chief medtech, Judith Bernales, diagnostic head, Dodie Almonte, service engineer 
for UniCAP 100E, Laarni Sabado-Aimonte, product specialist, Vilma Macabenta, product specialist, 
and Carolyn Galvez, secretary. Seated are Salvador Castillo, head of Trianon Diagnostics and Marlene 
Tan, president and general manager of Mt. Gilead Medical and Diagnostics Services Inc. 
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PANGASINAN ROAD 


The 19.53-km Malasiqui-Villasis. 
Road Project in Pangasinan was for- 
‘mally opened to vehicular traffic 
with the inaugural drive-through by 
public works and highways Secre- 
tary Bayani Fernando and House 
Speaker Jose С. de Venecia together 
with Malasiqui Mayor Alfonso Sori- 


Mark Cojuangco, Pangasinan Gov- 
ernor Victor Agbayani and DPWH 
Chief of Staff Martin Ongpin. The 
concreting of this road, the shortest 
link between Eastern and Centrai 
Pangasinan, will hasten mobility 
and facilitate the improvement of the 
socio-economic living of the popu- 


ano, Pangasinan Sth District Rep. lace. 


MPF SPONSORS ACTIVITIES 


The Mahaveer Philippine Foundation. 
(MPF) and the Philippine Orthopedic 
Center (POC) recently sponsored 
several activities for physically chal- 
lenged individuals in observance of 
the International Day for Disabled 
Persons. Activities included a lec- 
ture on the privileges and human 
rights of the disabled and vocational 
alternatives for the disabled lower 


limb amputees. Shown are some of 
the recipients of the Jaipur Foot 
‘which were given out by MPF and 
POC. MPF, composed of civic-mind- 
ed Filipinos and indian expatriates, 
seeks to make a qualitative differ- 
ence in the fives of Filipino am- 
putes from the low-income sector 
by providing them with artificial 


limbs for free. 
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А nicotine- 


free aid 


to stop smoking 


WHY IS it most smokers who try 
to quit fail? 

Despite the many good reasons 
to stop smoking environmental and 
social concems, ones personal 
economy-the decision to quit is usu- 
ally rooted in health considerations. 
Cardiologists wam that smoking 
Causes coronary heart disease, the 
number one killer in the Philippines 
today. Smoking causes asthma, 
chronic bronchitis and emphysema, 
and has been associated with can- 
cers of the lung, mouth, pharynx, 
larynx, esophagus, stomach, pan- 
creas, cervix, Kidney, ureter and 
bladder. 

With enough sensible reasons to 
do so, what is it about a cigarette 
that makes it unbearable for the ha- 
bitual smoker to live without? 

Our of the more than 5,600 
chemicals found in the smoke of 
cigarettes, nicotine is the primary 
component of tobacco that acts on 
the brain to produce a significant 
behavioral effect-nothing less than 
addiction. What it does is to selec- 
tively increase dopamine transmis- 
sion in the brain regions that con- 
trol pleasure and motivation. This 
property of nicotine is similar to 
that of addictive drugs such as co- 
caine and heroin. 

Each cigarette contains about 10 
mg or more of nicotine, which is 
200 mg per pack multiplied by the 
number of packs consumed per day, 
the number of days in a year, and 
the number of years of smoking. 
The chronic exposure to nicotine re- 
sults to addiction. How intense can 
this addiction be? If you put people 
in a position where its hard to get 
cigarenes, they will go to great 
lengths to obtain them. Historians 
reveal records that indicate starving 
people in concentration camps 
traded their food for cigarettes dur- 
ing World War I 

More than 90 percent of those 
smokers who try to quit without 
seeking treatment fail. Symptoms 
of withdrawal such as iritabiliry, 
cravings, cognitive and attention 
deficits, sleep disturbances and in- 
creased appetite can quickly drive 
people back to tobacco use. To re- 
lieve withdrawal symptoms, nico- 


tine replacement therapies, such as 
the use of nicotine gum and patch, 
had been introduced in the early 
1980s. They produced less severe 
physiological alterations and gener- 
ally provided users with lower over- 
all nicotine levels than they re- 
ceived with tobacco. 

However, aside from containing 
nicotine, the success rate of these 
treatments were not very high and 
they also had their own unpleasant 
side effecs-headaches and dizzi- 
ness, blurred vision, vivid dreams, 
upset stomach, diarrhea and a mild 
itching and burning of the skin from 
the nicotine patch. 

With todays progressive re- 
search and development, a product 
has finally been developed to affec- 
tively aid smokers break the habit 
completely, in fact, one that is all 
natural and 100-percent nicotine- 
free. Naturstopp-Aid to Stop Smok- 
ing is a food supplement containing 
natural plant ols that breaks the ad- 
diction to smoking by eliminating 
the desire for cigarettes. 

Noturstopp works in three ways: 
immediately after taking it, your 
sense of taste will perceive cigarette 
smoke as something unfamiliar, 
and react to it with distaste. Next, 
your body will soon associate smok- 
ing with this unpleasant taste and 
totally reject cigarettes. Your crav- 
ing for nicotine will then cease and 
your body will detoxify. Finally your 
metabolism will be simulated, 
which counters the tendency to 
gain weight. 

Because it extinguishes your 
craving for cigarettes, even smokers 
who are not highly motivated to 
quit will find Naturstopp effective. 
And because it is nicotine-free, it 
provides authentic and long-term 
detoxification from the harmful and 
addictive properties of nicotine. 

Naturstopp-Aid to Stop Smoking 
is produced and manufactured 
solely in Scandinavia, and has been 
tested and accepted by one of the 
stricest medicine control authori- 
ties in the world. It is distributed in 
the Philippines by Citipharma Nanu- 
ral Health and is available at lead- 
ing drugstores. Рог. inquiries, call 
896-0346. 


Gutdoor freshness 
in your car 
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APTECH LAUNCHES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 


As part ofits st anniversary, Aptech 
‘Manila Center launches a scholarship 
program for fresh high schoo! gradu- 
ates who have trong aptitude towards 
TT (information technology). The quali- 
fying examinations are open to all 
members of graduating cass 2003 of 
both publi and private schools. Candi- 
dates wil be screened through а battery 
of tests and the subsidy that wil be re- 
ceived by the qualified applicants мй be 
based on his or her scores on the ex- 
aminations. Edwin Aibuyog is the cen- 


‘ters general manager. Aptech has been 
in existence for 17 years and has 2449 
training centers in 52 countries, The in- 
stitution s popular for its hybrid method 
of instruction, Aptech has also forged * 
alliances with leading industry players 
Microsoft, Sun Microsystems, IBM, Lo- 
tus, Adobe and most recently, Auto 
Desk Singapore. The qualifying exams 
for the program are ongoing. For de- 
tails, call 736-2134 to 35. Shown are. 
Aptech instructors giving pointers to ex- 
amines. 


Edsa Shangri-La's cuisine 

EDSA Shangri-La's Paparazzi takes diners on a 

Tour of Trentino from April 21 to 27. Trentino is the. 
most northern region in Italy. This mountainous area 
borders Lombardy, Venetia, Austria, and Switzerland, 
thus the German influence in Trentino cuisine. Italian resident chef 
Giuliano Ungaro prepares Trentino specialties such as white asparagus 
with quail eggs. Val Pisteria fried spinach ravioli, Alto Adige gnocchi, 
cinnamon veal tenderloin and monkfish, and dry salted cod fish Trentino 
style. For reservations, call 634-7373 or 633-8888 locals 2738 or 2739. 


Blowout at New World 

NEW WORLD Renaissance Hotel invites families to celebrate Easter Sun- 
day on April 20 at the deluxe property as it offers a choice of delicious 
buffet lunches and fun-filled activities. At Emperor Court, the hotel's pre- 
miere Chinese restaurant, partake of its overwhelming lunch buffet that 
includes a selection of dimsum, Peking Duck, suckling pig, and an as- 
sortment of well-loved dishes at P890+. The bustling Coffee Shop fea- 
{ures a midday buffet with an impressive lineup of mouthwatering inter- 
national and Asian fare, also at PB90+. The creative continental restau- 
rant Bocarinos offers an elegant Easter lunch buffet at P1,200++. Lively 
jazz music provides the perfect accompaniment to the sumptuous meal. 
For more information and reservations, call the New World Renaissance 
Hotel at 811-6888, 


Easter goodies for kids 

LOOT bags filed with goodies are in store for children who visit TGIFriday's, 
alianni's and Outback Restaurants this Easter Sunday. Friday's delivers 
good food and fun at its branches in Glorietta, Robinsons Place Manila, Ho- 
tel Rembrandt in Quezon City, Alabang Town Center and The Brickroad of 
Sta. Lucia East anytime of the year. Kids who drop by Italianni's, meanwhile, 
will have the chance to pick an Easter Egg containing surprise treats. The 
restaurant, which has branches at Greenbelt 2, Glorietta IV. Alabang Town 
Center and SM City Bicutan, has an extensive selection of Italian-American 
specialties. Outback Restaurant is a great Easter destination for lovers of 
pork chops, chicken, fish and shrimp served in an Aussie" atmosphere. Its 
branches are located at Glorietta IV, Libis in Quezon City and the Alabang 
Town Center. 
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ABB-FUJI-HAYA ELECTRIC AGREEMENT 


Asea Brown Boveri (ABB) Malaysia 
Son. Bhd. and Fuj-Haya Electric Corp. 
inked a frame agreement Feb. 1 for 
medium voltage circuit breakers. The 
agreement allows ABB, world leader in 
{he field of medium voltage apparatus 
and systems, o supply and support 
FujeHaya Electric Corp., the country’s 
leading manufacturer of medium volt- 
age electrical switchboards, with vacu- 
um and SF6 circuit breakers rated up 
036,000 volts. This landmark agree- 
‘ment bolsters Ful-Haya's mission of 
providing world-class technology to its 


‘customers in the light to heavy indus- 
tries. Signing the contract are Yu Hi- 
Kian, managing director of Fuj-Haya 
Electric, and Stefan Ranstrand, vice 
president, head of business area medi- 
um voltage, power technologies divi- 
sion, Malaysia. Witnessing the contract 
signing are (rom let) Rey Vitarubin, 
\VP-Aulomalion Technology of ABB 
Inc. Philippines, Rodrigo Gutierrez, 
Group head for commercial sales of 
Fuj-Haya, and Victor Lee, product. 
marketing manager, secondary distri- 
bution- SEA, ABB Malaysia. 


MBI PUR Car-the perfume for your car, 
has a new and exciting addition to its line. 
of car perfumes. The newest fragrance, 
called Pacific Air, brings out the exhilarat- 
ing freshness of nature with the scent of 
pine, herbs and flowers. Developed with 
sophistication and innovation in mind, 
Ambi Pur Pacific Air features a high-quali- 
ty scent made from real perfume, which is 
packaged in a stylish and ingenious con- 
tainer that perfectly matches any car's in- 
terior. 

Ambi Pur Car's Pacific Alr has the right perfume impact and character 
that is specially made for discerning car owners who wish to give their 
cars an air of class and character. Despite its superior perfume and con- 
stant fragrance intensity, it does not irritate the nose and the smell does 
not stick to your ciothes. Just like all Ambi Pur Car perfumes, Pacific Air 
comes with an adjuster that allows for the easy adjustment of its fra- 
grance strength. Each fragrance has a nice, fresh scent that lasts for 45 
days andis noticeable as soon as you enter the car. Furthermore, the. 
containers are relilable, which give Ambi Pur buyers higher value for 
their money. 


THE CENTER for Leadership. 
and Change Inc. (CLCI), the 
authorized distributor of 
Franklin Covey products and 
services in the Philippines, 
provider of the “7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People”, 
“What Matters Most” and the 
"4 Roles of Leadership" pro- 
grams is proud to launch for 
the first time the “Introduc- 
tion to 7 Habits of Highly Ef- 
fective Teens” Workshop, 
This two-day interactive 
session is based on the best- 


CLGI's "Effective 
Teens’ workshop 


selling book of Sean Covey 
(воп of Dr. Stephen К. Соу- 
ey) and is scheduled on May 
23 and 24. 

Give your child an opportuni- 
tyto leam the principles of effec- 
tive teens, ranging from the 
proper management of their 
time, to dealing with the many 
changes in their lives, and even 
getting along better with their 
siblings. 

Interested parties can call 
CLCI at 426-6489 to 91 for 
more details. 
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HE AUTO industry 

grew 14 percent in 

March compared 
to February figures. Its 
year-to-date sales have 
already increased by 37 
percent. This unusual 
growth has been credit- 
ed to the market antici- 
pation of price increas- 
es. 

Commercial vehicles posted a 
57-percent increase, while pas- 
senger cars declined by 7 per- 
cent 

The Truck Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation reported that as of March, 
commercial vehicle sales contin- 
ued to dominate the market by 
comprising 79 percent of the total 
industry sales. 

ТМА president Elizabeth Lee 
stressed that the growth of the in- 
dustry has been “primarily due to 
market anticipation of significant 

increases of commercial ve- 
hicles due to the implementation 
of the value-based excise tex 
scheme." 
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As expected, Asian utility vehi- 
cles (such as Toyota's Revo, Mit- 
subishi's Adventure and Isuzu’s 
Crosswind) are credited with the 
biggest sales volume and growth 
with 5,091 units sold in March. 
Their total year-to-date sales 
have reached 12,602 units, in- 
cluding a 95-percent growth. 
Honda topped the AUV catego- 
ту in March with a 35-percent 
market share (year-to-date: 31 
percent market share) dislodging 
"Toyota from the category leader- 
ship. Toyota now trails with a 27- 


Helpful hints for 


HERE are some tips for motorists 
on the road this Holy Week to 
keep their vehicle "cool": 

* For those going to the 
province, or making a long trip. 

—Make sure your vehicle is in 
tip-top condition. 

—Check the tire pressure, fan 
belts, engine hoses and fluid lev- 
els before the trip, 


percent market share, even plac- 
ing just third in March with a 21- 
percent market share. 

Sales of light commercial vehi- 
cles (vans, pickups, compact 
wagons) in March grew by 17 
percent compared to the previous 
month, 

Mitsubishi topped the LGV cat- 
egory with a 21-percent market 
share (year to date: 18 percent). 
Not to be ignored is Universal 
‘Motors Corp., which registered a 
19-percent market share, placing 


was readily available and inex- 
pensive. The problem is, water 
has a boiling point of 100°C, and 
when this temperature is exceed- 
ed, overheating occurs in the ve- 
hicle. 

Prestone Longlife Coolant 
Concentrate offers superior per- 
formance. It gives excellent over- 
heating protection, all around 
—Make sure the spare tire is corrosion protection, compatible 
inflated, and emergency tools are with rubber parts and nonfoam- 
inthe trunk, ing 

Most likely, the traffic along 
the roads can go on for hours, so 
an effective coolant can only 
guarantee protection for your 
car's cooling system, 

Don't use ordinary tap water as 
“coolant” for your car. For many 
years, water was mainly used for 
vehicles’ cooling systems because 
they offered good heat transfer, 


Catch AUTO EXTREME every Saturday, 4 PM on RPN 9 
and log on to www.autoextreme.tv 


* For those motorists with a 
consistent overheating problem, 
they should determine in what in- 
stance is the car overheating. 
—Check first if the engine is in 
proper tune. 

If yes, and it still overheats, 
check obstructions to the radia- 
tor, Nothing like a giant plastic 
bag covering the radiator can de- 


TZ 


ALTO BYTES 


Each week, a viewer's question related to cars and motoring gets 
answered on Auto Extreme. You can get a hard copy every Thursday 
in the Motoring section of the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


How can I save on gas? Does my driving style affect gas 
consumption? 


—Mae Magaya of Dumaguete City 


A VITAL key to fuel economy is good and efficient driving. The 
smoother your driving pattern, the better your fuel economy. 
Speeding, rapid acceleration and sudden braking wastes gas. 

Such driving can actually lower your gas mileage by 33 percent 
at highway speeds and 5 percent in city streets. 

Accelerate gradually. Sudden acceleration injects more fuel 
than necess: 

‘Avoid driving too close to the car ahead, Aside from the safety 
factor, it also wastes fuel because you must constantly brake and 
accelerate. Unnecessary braking and stopping means more accel- 
eration and more fuel consumed to get you back to speed. It takes 
up to six times as much fuel to move a car from a full stop than it- 
does if it is moving just a few kilometers per hour. 

‘The ideal driving speed for fuel economy in most cars is 40-60. 
kph. Extra fuel is burnt in overcoming increased air resistance at 
high speeds. So faster does not necessarily equal economical. 

Shift gears correctly. Driving in wrong gears can increase fuel con- 
sumption by 10 percent. If you're driving an automatic, turn the 
overdrive on and keep it on. Keeping it on allows your vehicle to au- 
tomatically shift into overdrive, slow the engine and save gas as 
soon as you hita certain speed. This also helps reduce engine wear. 

Lastly, avoid unnecessary idling. Idling gives you zero kilome- 
ter per liter. It takes less fuel to restart a car after the engine has 
warmed up than to idle it for more than a minute. So if you're go- 
ing to be stopped for more than 60 seconds tum off your engine. 
You'll save fuel and money as well as reduce pollution. And re- 
member, there is generally no need to press the accelerator to 


restart the engine, 


second for the month of March. 

Light trucks (big SUVs like Ex- 
pedition and big vans like 
Chateau Wagon) produced a 9- 
percent improvement. Tt even 
grew 20 percent in year-to-date 
sales. 

The light truck category has 
been topped by Isuzu for two con- 
secutive months, with a 33-per- 
cent market share (35-percent 
market share for year-to-date 
sales performance). 

Ford remains second with a 29- 


crease airflow. 

—Check.also for leaves, card- 
board, anything that might be 
blocking airflow. 

—Check the condition of the 
radiator. Are the fins straight or 
are they smashed closed? 
Straighten all fins. Depending on 
the age and visual condition of 
the radiator, consider either re- 
placing it or having it rebuilt, 

+ If you suspect radiator dam- 
age, don’t hesitate to take it to a 
specialty shop and have it pres- 
sure tested 

—Check the hose condition to 
make sure your hoses are not col- 
lapsing under operating tempera- 
tures, 

—Check your thermostat. Un- 
less you're really sure, just re- 
place the thing which can be 
cheap enough. 
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percent market share for March 
and 33 percent market share for 
year-to-date sales. 

For trucks and buses, Pilipinas 
Hino tops sales for March with a 
43-percent 
Columbian Motors placed second 
with a 25-percent market share, 
MAN Trucks continues to be the 
top player for the year-to-date 
sales with a 26-percent market 
share, followed by Isuzu and 
Columbian Motors with 24-per- 
cent market shares. 


Holy Week trips 


—Check 
When in doubt, replace it. Operat- 
ing the system “under pressure” is 
what raises the boiling tempera- 
ture within your system. If you're 
losing pressure it will boil at a 
much lower temperature, 

On a cool engine, remove the 
radiator cap 
coolant cireulation as your car 
warms up. Lack of circulation 
indicate a bad water 


Check for any leaks and make 
sure there aren't any. 

For more than 70 years, the 
Prestone name has guaranteed 
customers the highest quality 
products all over the world. The 
name already encompasses a full 

of 
coolants, brake fluids and car 
care products. 
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the radiator cap. 


and watch for 


high-performance 


*What would 
Jesus drive?’ 


THE QUESTION may sound 
sacrilegious, especially during 
Holy Week, but it was first 
posed by reverend pastors, 
“What Would Jesus Drive?” is 
an interfaith campaign orga- 
nized by religious groups in the 
United States that oppose 
sport utility vehicles (SUVs) 
for their poor fuel economy. 
Last November, campaign 
leaders met with auto manu- 
facturers in Detroit and said 
they would urge congregations 
not to buy SUVs unless they are 
made more fuel-efficient. "The 
Bible says human beings are 
placed by God to be stewards 
over the earth,” the leader of 
Evangelicals for Social Action 
said. “We are not doing that by 
diving gas-guzzling SUVS." 
Aside from poor gas mileage, 
or emitting 
twice as many smog-forming 
pollutants as the average car, 
their tendency to roll over and 
the danger they pose to other 
cars on the road. In 2001, SUV 
rollover accidents caused 8,400 
deaths in the United States. At 
the same time, statistics of the 
‘National Highway Traffic Safe- 
ey ty Administration 
show that in collisions involv- 
ing SUVs and passenger cars, 
‘over 80 percent of the fatalities 
arein the passenger cars, 


Most profitable product 

A growing wave of anti-SUV 
sentiment in the United States 
prompted the Alliance of Auto- 
Manufacturers, 
main lobbying group of 13 car 
and truck manufacturers who 
account for more than 90 per- 
cent of US vehicle sales, to de- 
fend their most profitable 
product. SUVs, together with 
pickup trucks ал minivans, 
make up more than half of to- 
tal motor vehicle sales in the 
United States today and one 
out of every four new vehicles 
sold is an SUV Manufacturers 
earn a gross profit of more 
than $10,000 on some models, 

‘The Alliance came up with a 
study claiming to find that SU- 
Vs “are increasingly popular 
because of their safety during 
hazardous weather conditions 
and for their overall versatili- 
ty.” The study rattled off the 
following statistics: 79 percent 
of SUV owners reported using 
their SUVs in harsh weather 
conditions where vehicle con- 
trol may be difficult; 24 рег. 
cent said they "feel very safe" 
in an SUV; 47 percentoffemzle 
SUV owners reported "some- 
times or frequently" using their 
SUV to bring children to school 
ora daycare center. 

The latter statistic, about 
mothers often driving their 
kids to school in an SUV, would 
have been the perfect squelch 
to NHTSA chief Dr. Jeffrey 
Runge, who outraged auto ex- 
ecutives when he said at an in- 
dustry conference last January 
that he would not allow his 
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children to drive SUVs that 
performed poorly in rollover 
ess. Runge said that the 
propensity of SUVs to roll over 
and the dangers they pose to 
‘passenger cars were among his 
top priorities at the NHTSA. 


Unprecedented move 

Criticizing Runge, General 
Motors claimed that the NHT- 
SAs own data showed that SU- 
Vs were "among the safest ve- 
hides on the road and have 
contributed to the dramatic 
decline in the nation's fatality 
rate.” GM contended that the 
majority of rollover deaths oc- 
curred because people did not 
wear seat belts, However, the 
Center for Auto Safety, a con- 
sumer advocacy group, retort- 
ed that GM pulled together dis- 
parate statistics, sliced and 
diced them to make an erro- 
neous case for SUVs. 

The manufacturers finally 
came around last February and, 
in an unprecedented move, 
wrote a letter to Runge saying 
they would work together to 
develop voluntary standards to 
make SUVs and pickups less 
dangerous and to make cars 
safer when hit by bigger vehi- 
cles. Afer all, Runge had re- 
peatedly said that rather than 
imposing new regulations, he 
preferred voluntary standards 
coming from the industry. 

But the auto industry's com- 
mitment to voluntarily improve 
the safety of SUVs is being chal- 
lenged by a bipartisan group of 
senators in Washington. During 
a hearing on SUV safety in the 
last week of February, Republi- 
can Senator John McCain asked, 
"What is the credibility of the 
automobile manufacturers 
when there's a clear record that 
they opposed seat belts and air 
bags?” McCain, chair of the Sen- 
ate commerce committee and 
other senators may have been 
peeved by industry executives 
declaring that the effort to de- 
velop voluntary safety standards 
was not an acknowledgment 
that there was anything inher- 
ently unsafe about SUVs, 

‘As Robert Lange, GM's top 
safety expert insisted in a state- 
ment at the hearing, "Today's 
SUVs are as safe as passenger 
cars." (With data from USA To- 
day, The New York Times and 
Just-Auto) 


(NHTSA) 
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. TODAY'S BUMPER STICK- 
an: if fying is so safe. why do 
they call the airport the termi- 
nal? 

Email comments to asevil- 
la@inquirercom.ph. 


PAL soaring; kudos to GM Shaw, new Strada 4x4 


WHILE the Philippine Airlines has hiked flights 
to two tourist destinations in the country 
Cathay Pacific, Asia's fourth largest carrier, is 
bleeding heavily from the SARS (Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome) scare gripping Asia and 
virtually the world. Already, Cathay officials 
have plans to ground its fleet next month if de- 
mand for travel falls further due to the SARS 
epidemic plaguing Canada, Hong Kong, Viet- 
nam, Singapore and China. Since SARS sur- 
faced last month, the airline has been absorbing 
losses of approximately $3 million a day! 

But fortunately, not PAL. At least on the 
home front. 

‘There are more PAL flights these days to 
Kalibo, Aklan, and Tagbiglaran, Bohol, two 
Visayan destinations that have become tradi- 
tional tourist havens for years now. Starting 
this Holy Week through May, PAL has in- 
creased seating capacities by 75 percent on 
flights to Kalibo and Tagbilaran. 

Kalibo, the jump off point to the world- 
famed Boracay resort island, will increase 
flights from three to four times daily on April 
19, 20, 21, 25 and 27, and on May 1 and 4. To- 
day, April 17, and on April 20, Asia's first a 
line will have special flights to the Aklan capi- 
tal, Tagbilaran flights, done four times a week 
before, are now held daily since April 12 and 
will last up to May 31. That would mean an 
additional 444 seats weekly to Tagbilaran, 
site of the magical chocolate hills, for the du- 
ration of summer. 

‘The major shift has made traveling to 
Boracay and Tagbilaran a breeze. Whereas 
before when vacationers had to grapple for 
seats to get to these places, today it's a vir- 
tual walk in the park when one wants a 
ticket to fly to either of the two tourist 
sports. 

Just consider: PAL will now be offerin 
4,100 seats per week to Kalibo and Tagbi- 
laran up to the end of May. PAL will also 
bedeploying 148-seater Boeing 737-3008 
in a monoclass lavout on the two routes, 


Al Mendoza 


As usual, PAL executive Rollie Estabillo 
has advised passengers to check in two 
hours before their flight time to help ease 
check-in hassles at the airport during this 
peak travel season. 

1 raise a glass to the decision of President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo to start the Holy Week va- 
cation on Holy Wednesday. It made traveling 
by land much easier for our vacationers. 

Whereas before when province-bound va- 
cationers had to battle for space on both the. 
road and buses, today we rarely see vacation- 
mad commuters jockeying for seats at the bus 
stations found along Edsa and elsewhere in 
the metropolis. Even both our North and 
South Expressways are now virtually clog- 
free, thanks also to civic-spirited citizens 
helping man traffic there. 

‘The early Holy Week break afforded many 
urban residents to advance their vacations, 
thus making both Holy Monday and Holy 
"Tuesday virtual vacation days for thousands 
of our employees, particularly those on the 
monthly salary bracket. 

Here'sa salute to GM Autoworld Shaw for 
winning the Retailer of the Year award in 
the Asian region. The "Goldmark of Excel- 
lence Award” is a testament to “the excel- 
lent performance of the dealer in the area of 
customer care, sales and after-sales, finance 
and administration management.” 

А total of 852 retailers and dealers from 
the Asia Pacific joined the "Big Finish" in- 
centive program of General Motors Asia 
Pacific. Among the 107 survivors, 10 were 


chosen as "Best of the Best," including GM 
Autoworld Shaw with Raul Evangelista as 
general manager. 

Said Evangelista: "The Best of the Best 
Award credits the commendable perfor- 
mance of dealers with the GM Autoworld 
Asia-Pacific network that met target sales 
during the last four months of 2002. Also 
considered were customer satisfaction index 
ratings, sales attainment for both sales and 
after-sales and maintaining profitability in 
the middle of the current market condi- 
tions.” 

‘Among models sold at GM Autoworld 
Shaw are Chevrolet, Opel, Subaru and 
Suzuki. 

‘An amazing model roaming the metropo- 
lis these days is the 2003 Mitsubishi Strada 
4x4, It looks rugged from the outside, but 
from the inside it's a very refined piece of au- 
tomotive art. 

‘The new Strada, surprise-surprise, comes 
with an electronically controlled automatic 
transmission that is coupled with a part- 
time, 4-wheel drive and synchronizer so 
you can shift to 4WD on the fly!* Where in 
the world can you find such beast? It also 
sports а new front bumper, 16-inch wheels 
with all-terrain tires, and а TPMS (tire pres- 
sure monitoring system). The TPMS lets 
you monitor, in real time, the pressure and 
temperature of all tires including spare, It 
also warns you if there is a slow leak, fast 
leak or a sudden rise in the temperature 
through an audible and visible warning. It is 
50 powerful that it really has the “power to 
move you." I drove it last week and I was 
moved. 

(This can be done at a speed below 100 
km/hour.) J 

QUOTE ME. If you're in a hurry to get to 
where you want to go this Holy Week, slow 
down. Safe driving is always to slow down. 
Happy Easter! 
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FUTURE OF TRANSPORT INDUSTRY 


Wide use of CNG-fueled vehicles eyed 


By Charles E. Buban 


(Last of wo parts) 


HE COMPRESSED natu- 

| ral gas, despite all its 

possibilities, pose a sort 

of “chicken and egg” quandary 

for the Department of Trans- 

portation and Communica- 
tions. 

Primarily, the department is looking at 


how it can con- 
SPECIAL vince consumers or 
REPORT ос 


motorists to buy 
vehicles 

when a filling sta- 
tion for such a fuel is hard to find at the 
moment. 

In the same way, how does the depart- 
ment get energy companies committed 
to building CNG service stations if few 
people own these vehicles? 

These are just some of the “chicken 
and egg” situation that Arnel Manresa, 
chief of the DOTC Road Transportation 
Planning Division, shared during the re- 
cent Transport Philippines (Transphil) 
2003 conference held in February at the 
Edsa Shangri-La Hotel in Mandaluyong 
City. 

Despite this situation, Manresa is stil 
optimistic as the DOTC is working with 
governments, oil companies and trans- 
portation researchers to promote the 
long-term benefits of vehicles that use 
this pollution-free fuel. 


Additional structures 

"For the CNG to be used by the trans- 
port sector in Metro Manila, additional 
infrastructure facilities such as transmis- 
sion, distribution and compression are 
necessary,” Manresa informed. 

Much more, with the Malampaya gas 
for power priced at about $3.86 (P205.4) 
per GJ plus the cost for additional infras- 
fructure, the resulting market price for 


тактовая 

по 
CNG is estimated at $571/GJ or 
P303.8/GJ at the moment. 

"Which is a little costly compared with 
competing fuel (types) like diesel and 
gasoline. What we are saying here is that 
in order for the transport sector to utilize 
the local gas, industrial and commercial 
sectors must enter the market," Manresa 
suggested. 

In this manner, Manresa hopes the 


Hone your bike skills this summer 


By Charles E. Buban 


NOVICE riders and even the experts will 
havea chance to hone their motorcycle rid- 
ing skills even further as Manilabikes.com is 
bringing again in May trainers from two of 
the world’s most respected riding schools 
from California and Australia 

The two-day event—from May 3 to 
4—will be held at the Batangas Race Cir- 
cuit with trainers from California and 
Australian Superbike Schools leading 
the lecture and riding clinics. 

Manilabikes.com, which carries an as- 
sorment of Japanese and European 
bikes—big bore Cruisers, V-Twins, Su- 
persport, Sport, Streetsport, Touring, 
Standard, Dual Purpose, Dirt and even 
small displacement Scooters—is holding 
this event as part of the Bike Week cele- 
bration slated from April 24 to 30. 


Aussie experts 

Over 100 local motoreycle enthusiasts 
will receive advanced motorcycle train- 
ing from a team of six instructors from 
the Australian Superbike School. 

No less than Steve Brouggy, one-time 
holder of 10 Australian lap records and at 


STUDENTS will be shown the the proper way of cornering and other riding 


techniques. 


present the director of the Australian Su- 
perbike School, will be flying in to person- 
ally conduct the training sessions. 

Brouggy is the only person in the world 
endorsed to teach Keith Code's motorcycle. 
riding format while he is not present. 

Code and his training system has been 
applied by various world champions and. 
he himself has trained over 40,000 road 
riders around the world. 

"Its very important to have a good 
grasp of the technique. A thorough un- 
derstanding of the tools and techniques 
will allow one to discover the art of cor- 


nering,” he said during his last visit here 
in November. “We know what you do in a 
comer and what it takes to get it right, 
‘what can go wrong and how to fix it.” 


Popular riding schools 

The California Superbike School, on 
the other hand, is one of the world’s most 
popular riding schools today. 

With presence in four continents—the 
United States, Europe, Australia and 
Asia—the school has scheduled clinics in 
22 countries with Malaysia and the Philip- 
pines as the only two countries in Asia. 


RING 


transport sector will only shoulder mini- 
mal costs for infrastructure thereby, de- 
creasing the market price of CNG. 


Converting engine 

On engine conversion, Manresa ге- 
vealed that it's better to go for a convert- 
ed CNG vehicle in a dedicated setup. 

The advantage of this option,accord- 
ing to him, is its benefit of lower vehicle 
emission and savings on fuel costs com- 
pared to hybrid vehicles. 

Tris also in this setup that a CNG vehi- 
cle can optimize its performance and ef- 
ficiency. 

But the conversion process, which in- 
volves changing the fuel injector into a 
gas regulator, expanding the area of 
‘combustion of the engine and reducing 
piston, is still not consumer friendly at 
the moment. 

At the moment, a CNG engine costs 75 
to 100 percent more than regular diesel 
engines. 


Making CNG vehicles attractive 

Alternative fueled vehicles like CNG 
often conjure up visions of heaviness and 
clunkiness. This certainly is not the im- 
age that the DOTC wants to cultivate 
with CNG vehicles. 

But for CNG to be accepted, some of 
it’s not so attractive features must be 
remedied. A dedicated CNG vehicle 
can travel only on a very limited 
range, and the unavailability of a refu- 
eling station in remote areas limits its 
coverage. 

Also because of the gaseous nature of 
this fuel, it must be stored onboard a ve- 


m 
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hide im either a compressed gaseous 
state or in a liquefied state. This means 
that CNG must be stored in a heavy, 
bulky and specially designed cylinders. 

“Finding a space to install the cylinder 
becomes a problem and space availabili 
ty inside the vehicle is reduced. Howev- 
ер continuing research and development 
in storage systems will eventually reduce 
the weight penalty for CNG,” hoped 
Manresa. 


Safety concerns 

Safety is also an issue that People of- 
ten associate this fuel with exploding 
LPG tanks. 

However, Manresa believes соп- 
sumers should not fear CNG vehicles as 
these are comparable to the risk con- 
sumers have with conventional automo- 
tive fuels. Ў 

‘The ОТС believes that vehicle and 
energy companies, as well as local and 
national governments, must now work 
on a common path to make CNG vehicles 
a reality. 

Here are various reasons that might 
provide a kick-start for this country to 
support CNG: 

* It could be economic, with the cost 
of gasoline rising almost weekly. 

* It could be political, since the coun- 
try is a signatory to the global emissions 
standards. 

* With the number of cities all over the 
world most polluted or have serious pol- 
lution problems, health issues could tip 
the scale toward developing cleaner en- 
ergy sooner, rather than later. 


>» 


SUBERBIKE School students are already reaping honors. For instance, Mike Chan, 
Jeff Archer and Rolf Wiltscheck emerged as winners at the Casino Filipino 


‘Superbike Grand Prix. 


The school also employs the Keith 
Code's training system, which is based 
on four levels where one level takes a 
whole day to complete and students 
must go through levels 1, 2, 3 and 4 in. 
progressing order. 


Rider confidence 

Level 1 will tackle riders confidence 
problems, which make up 90 percent of the 
course including proper comer entry and 
exit speeds, how much throttle to use, and 
how far over to lean the bike over. 

Level 2, on the other hand, integrates 


Yokohama supports the 
‘Asian Formula Three Races. 


| 


Hyundai 


vision skills with exercises learned in the 
fir level. Rider-machine integration 
will be tackled in the third level and will. 
explain how and what can one do in han- 
dling motorcycle effects. 

The last level combines all three previ- 
ous levels and will show students the 
strong and weak points and what aspects 
to be improved. 

All of these stages will be covered this 
May. 

Manilabikes.com can also be reached 
at their other website, the wwww.motor- 
cycleasia.com. 


owners 


to get roadside help 
this Holy Week 


OWNERS of all Hyundai vehicles can have a 
worry-free trip this Holy Week to Baguio and 
‘Tagaytay, thanks to the Summer Road Assis- 
tance Program initiated by Hyundai Asia Re- 
sources Inc. (Hari). 

Hari has set up tents in the two summer 
destinations from April 16 to 20 to provide 
ready help to Hyundai owners who are ex- 
pected to take their Starex vans on vacation 
with their family. 

Fred Jose, Hari service manager, said 
Hyundai owners can have their vehicles 
checked at the tents set up in Baguio and 
‘Tagaytay. Those who would experience prob- 
Jems along the way can also seek help from 
the Hari team of technicians who have been 
deployed in the two cities, 

Hyundai Pampanga and Hyundai Laguna 
are taking part in the Summer Road Assis- 
tance Program. The two dealerships are part. 
of Hari's nationwide network of dealers. 

Hari is the official distributor of Hyundai 
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ta FREE sports shirt or t-shirt 
for every two tires you buy. 


FREE t-shirt for every two Yokohama 6011 АЛ, 6001 MIT, 1825, 50-05, 
‘S760, $306 and A300 tires. 


FREE sports shirt for every two Yokohama V102, A539, and V801 tires. 
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DULONG in 
Gabi Leaves 


porrua, 


HEAT oil in a skillet. Sauté garlic until golden 
brown. Add onion, ginger and chili. Mix well. 


POUR in halfa cup of coconut milk. Cook for 


15 


mins. Continue simmering until the 


mixture slightly dries up. 


REMOVE from fire. Strain to remove the 
juice. 


Changes 


MINOR changes have been made in the 
schedule of Reggie Aspiras’ cooking classes 
due to the holiday break. 

Apri 23 (morning class)—My Sinful 
Cheesecakes—Café Au Lait ahd Chocolate , 
White Chocolate and Lemon , Espresso and 
Chocolate Swirl , Old Fashioned New York- 
style with two sauces: mango and berry, My 
Favorite Blueberry Cheesecake 

April 23 (afternoon class)—Paellas—va- 
lenciana, Primavera, Marinara, Farmer's 
Style, Black 

April 25—Basic Gourmet Burgers and 
Buns—Sour Bread Buns, Herb and Spice 
Buns, Burgers—Turkey, Rib-eye, Crab, 
Mushroom, Lamb, Chicken, etc.—10 burg- 
ers in all with side dishes, relishes, mayon- 
naise blends, sauces 

April — 28—Singeporean cuisine 
101—Bah Ku Te, Singaporean Rojak Salad, 
Laksa , Singapore's Chili Crab, Tamarind 
Oxtail Stew (Buntot Asam Pedas), the real 
technique in making delicious Hainanese 
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] Microscopic 
‘dulong’ 
doesn’t get 
much respect 
in the culinary 
arena but it’s 
quite a 


versatile fish 


rinyfish packs 


delicious punch 


Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes 
Photos by Roger Carpio 


ENT is always the 

best time to try new 

meatless dishes. You 
can have your fill of veg- 
gies and fish prepared in 
a variety of ways. 

One fish that doesn't get much 
attention in the culinary arena is 
our very own dulong. 

Scientifically known as panda- 
са pigmaea, du- 


wrapped in gabi leaves and sim- 
mered in coconut milk. Tt can be i 
served with fresh chili 
chicharon. 

“It’s been one of our bestsellers 
since most of our diners find it 
very light, unique and tasty,” says 
Offie Quiazon Benavides, owner 
of OKitchen (188 E. Rodriguez Jr. 
Ave., Libis, QC, tel. 633-7958). 

To make this dish, dulong 
should be bought fresh from the 
market, washed thoroughly and 
drained well. “Dulong is a cheap 


i 

ADD the wrapped dulong. 

ADD the remaining У: c coconut milk, Let 
b “ " 
Г, 


ad Ш | 
REPEAT 5 and 6 until you have used all the 
cooked dulong. In a separate pan, put soup 
stock, 


TRANSFER to a serving platter. Before 
serving, top dulong with chicharon and chi 
па). 


but nutritious fish. 


long is ће small- STEP BY STEP You can buy it in a 


est fish in the 

world and is indigenous to the 
Philippines. The microscopic fish 
can be prepared in so many ways. 

Because it is tiny, dulong is 
usually sautéed in olive or com 
oil with lots of garlic and chilies. 
It is then served over toasted 
French baguette slices as an ap- 
petizer. 

Sometimes, dulong is used as 

stuffing (relleno-style) with 
chopped tomatoes, onions, garlic 
and pepper. 
— Some restaurants wrap it in 
banana leaves and cook it in 
vinegar until dry. Dulong is also 
mixed into an egg batter and 
fried as patties. 

At O Kitchen, the fish has be- 
come а mouthwatering en- 
trée—Dulong in Gabi Leaves, 
which is heaps of dulong carefully 


LAY gabi leaf on a plate. Put a scoop of 
cooked dulong on top of the leaf. 


in class sked 


Chicken, Chicken Rice and sauces. 

April 30 (morning class)—Pizza Ba- 
sics—thin, thick and stuffed pizza dough. 
Toppings: garlic anchovy, four cheeses, 
seafood, Italian sausage and mixed meat, 
fresh tomato, grilled vegetables and pesto, 
overstuffed рап pizza; (afternoon 
class)—Fresh Pasta for Beginners. Learn to 
make fresh pasta from scratch-—fettuccine, 
ravioli, lasagne, canneloni, black pasta, 
pasta tri-colore. Over 12 recipes that in- 
clude, sauces, stuffing and the technique to 
making perfect fresh pasta every time! 

May 2—Fondues—Cheese two kinds: 
meat, chicken and seafood with six savory 
fondue sauces, fruit with chocolate truffle 
sauce 

Monday and Friday classes start at 9 
a.m.; Wednesdays 9 a.m,-12 p.m, (morning 
class) and 1:30-4:30 p.m. (afternoon 
‘class). Call Cynthia at 928-9296, 927-3008 
or 633-5162, or visit 3/F Bon Appetit, 
Shangri-la Plaza Mall, Mandaluyong City. 


Benavides. 

‘The gabi leaves, which should 
be very young, have to be thor- 
oughly cleaned in running water. 


For suggestions, e-mail the au- 
thor at vbaga@inquirer.com.ph 


wet market for only 
P100 per kg,” says 


Ingredients 

150g fresh dulong 

Ya tsp garlic, chopped 

1 tbsp ginger, chopped 

1 Фер onions, chopped 

fresh chopped chili 

1 ccoconut milk 

Lesoup stock 

2tbsp cooking oil 

saltand pepper to taste 

gabi leaves, blanched 

(This recipe makes about three 
to four pieces of dulong rolls) [а 
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BYJESS ABRERA 


WHY COULDN'T 
EASTER INVOLVE 
ELEPHANTS?! 


HAL рт Ako 
MAGTATAGO f 


"Pl Ако MAKIKITA )/ TIGNAN MO ITONG 


DUWAG NA'TO n NAG 


TAG t 
i |2460 A SAYA ko, 


Э 


U 
ЛЕР 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


MAKES ME TUMUTULONG DIN 
WONDER NAMAN ANG MSA 
WHAT HES KANO KAHTT WAL 


ме fil : 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


Whwazowe p | [ws uve genun ur 
L| pra bro nd wey, 


Wu! oue b < 
DE НМА Stow! 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


WHO 
LET THIS 
FLY (МТ 


cuc) necne to 
T Tie Hone Stool 


а 


КИ = 


[ub тиб Ботон ganges ence! 
Me симмат Z 


ATOMO AND WEBOY BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 


мев, DON’T чоо Feer 
ТНА? ALL 4H ese res- 
Cue missions ме 
TRY to po ARe JUST 
[OUR BUILT-IN CREA- 
Tive BLOCKS? 


everu Time we em- Just tHiuk! унем 
BARK ON SoMeTHinG| we're PHYSICALLY 
New оме OF US Sup- |LOST rr couro Be 
DENLY GETS LOST Амр| OUR WAY OF sasing! 
Neegs KescuiNG. |WE Neen To Fino 


hmm... T Sec 
меке INTO 
METAPHORS NOW. 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have a sharp mind. Invariably, you wilt use it to protect others. You defend those who need you. 
You believe in justice and truth. Privately, you are emotionally deep and complex. However, others see nobility in you. 
Work very hard for what you want this year—because there will be a payott! 

Birthdate of: Conan O'Brien, talk-show host; Hayley Mills, actress; Eric McCormack, actor. 


ARIES (March 21 to Aprit 
19): Things are definitely 


GEMINI (May 21 to June. 
20): Conversations with 


improving. In fact, as this 
day wears on, they get 
better and better. You 


might encounter a surprise this 
evening! 


Q end 
lar tone, even if you still 
are debating about who 

‘owns what or who has the responsi- 
bility for something. This is an im- 


TAURUS (April 20 to 


May 20): 


© 


gence; its a necessity. 


Give yourself this of 


tunity. Its not an indul- 


hat you really 
need is some private time 
Just to be by yourself 


CANCER (June 21 to July 
22): Do not shy away 
from taking on extra re- 

ppor- 

You have been chosen 
because others have faith in you. Now 
you must have faith in yourself. 


provement. 
sponsibilties right now. 


Dany 


CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 


1 Actor OShea 


5 Way to go 
9 Found anew 


perch 
14 Tel _ Чай 
15 Height pret. 
16 Enfhusastc 
shout 


17 Unknot 
cravate? 


19 Linda or Dale 
20 Eurasian 


ruminant 


22 Holiday 
решае 


23 Ма and Hoot 
26 Dilerent 


28 Тотой 


28 Up forit 
31 2nd letter add 


on 
34 Piace of paper 


35 Sen. Hatch 
36 _ ol he bluo 


37 Lukas of 
"Winess" 


38 Arche goose 

39 Quote as an 
‘example 

40 BPOE member 

41 Oblterate 

42 Poet Alighieri 

43 Su. 

44 Puppy bark 

45 Chartered 

46 Jed ol "The. 
Слиз Isaak 
Show 

48 Removes lom 
alice 

49 Shakespeare's 

51 Arnold's crime 

54 Glonhes. 

56 Dude ships 
‘cords? 

60 Boredom 

61 Viciory signs 

62 Bum baim 

83 Yielder 

‘84 Annoying ono. 

65 Sobbed 


DOWN 

1 Pas mates. 

2 _ had 

3 Tyler of Tho 
Lord ofthe 
Rings" 


6 Etching 
7 Forest ur 


lament 
э Deli loaf 
10 Place tor 


13 Fip 
18 Ром pe 
21 Pay up 


sike 


лы 
25 Run an 


опш? 
27 Berman 
Сапаш 


28 Got a hold onto 


30 "Rule Валя" 
32 Gator 
33 Spred 
35 Evangoh 
Roberts 


By Robert H. Wolle 
North Woodmere, NY 


4 Supenisas 
5 Inventor's 
document 


в пение 


11 Barborshops? 
12 Top-notch 


23 Widcatters 


24 Colect a 


composer 


Tuds 
ni 


ich 


Еее 


8 


slacirical 


50 Directionat 
pontar 

52 Invtaton letters 

53 Fencers lol 

55 Formal address 

57 Spansh cheer 

58 Fepubican 
Ге 

56 Putin positon 


or 38 Bntany port 
39 Rules of fh 

41 Оде 

42 Bus terminal. 

45 Stand against 

41 Prove wih a 

mous ай 

ist 48 Small valoys 
49 Actor Baldwin. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22]: Make plans to travel 
Somewhere, because. 
you want to expand your 


horizons right now. if 


уои can’t travel far, at least bea 


tourist in your own city. 
surance, taxes, debt and 


shared property. Once 


things are better defined, you will 
have greater peace of mind. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22): Work fo clear up 
messy details about in- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22]: You have an oppor- 
tunity to learn more 
about how to relate skill- 
fully to those who are 

closest to you. There is no family on 

this planet thai does not suffer from. 
negativity sometimes. Relationships 
with others require skili. 

nized alienate those. 


around you. As the old 


saying goes, “What you gain on the 
‘swings you lose on the roundabouts.” 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Do not let your 
enthusiasm to get orga- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22. 
io Dec. 21): Your roman- 


- very pleasant. New love 
сап enter your life. And a 
Б реса 
You might want to do re- 


pairs or make sure that 


youand others feel more comfortable. 


athome. 
and selling. plus whee!- 


2 
ing and dealing are your 


focus today. You can make some un- 
usual financial transactions now. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
Jan. 19): Do what you 
an to feel more secure 
about where you live. 


‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18): Short trips, 
shopping sprees, buying 


PISCES (Feb. 1910 
March 20): You might 
want to buy something 
new to wear, because 
you want to change your 

mage a ite. This is good. As we 

change, our appearances change al- 
so. (Sometimes to our chagrin.) 


MIKROKOSMOS 
BUNSOY, PAS TANDA 
NATIN, MAKIKILALA 


E KUNG MATANDANG 
MATANDANG MATAN- 
DANG MATANDA NA 
TAYO, MAKIKILALA 


KIKO MACHINE 
BABALA: РЕКЕ, Ano Noa 


SASOBRANG какоемнан BEL PALA NGAYON? 
NG EPISODE NGAYON, 
Ne LAHAT PO AY 
MALAKAS NA PINAPA- 
SHANG LUMIPAT NA 
AGAD SA KABILANG 
"колик STRIP. 
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Ате С 
A 


EWAN Ko, 

BAKA 
HINDI NA 
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BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


Е KUNG КАМ КА NG 
КАМ NIYANG GMO 
IMPORTED CORN CHIPS, 
BAKA MAG-IBA NA 
ITSURA Мо NUNS 


ŽA 


HA?! THURSDAY? 
nord 
AREA 


THURSDAY. 
NGA РЕКО ITS 


LOVEKNOTS 


[Fie , AAND BP Kaya RCA TO MRAPUSY 
NADANG HIND) КА HAPS PANI 
Є; | KANYAN 
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The joys of tuna 


By Dorothy MJ 
Ferreria 


IT'S that time of the 
year again when our 
household а 
would normally take 
their summer уаса- 
tion. 

For convenience 
some households 
have food delivered 
at their doorsteps 
from establishments 
within the area. This 
option can dent your 
budgets before you 
know it, and is con- 
sidered practical only 
from time to time 
and not on a daily ba- 
sis. Get real- can- 
not have pizza or 
Chinese take-out ev- 
ery day of the week. 

The situation of 
having no cook in the 
next few weeks can 
be turned around as 
an opportunity to 
bond with ше 
kids—in the kitchen. 

Believe me, kids 
are always looking 
for things to do, and 
assigning them to 
take care of the 
meals, from the se- 
lection of the menu 
to the marketing, the 
‘cooking and the serv- 
ing, can be a fun ac- 
tivity for them. They 
must, however, be su- 
pervised by a respon- 
sible adult. This is 
very important as we 
want to minimize, if 
not eliminate, acci- 
dents in the kitchen 

Here we offer a 
summer menu guide 
that kids 12 years old 
and above can han- 
dle. It is a fun and 
flexible menu. Al- 
though we present 
two separate menus 
ina day for lunch and 
dinner, a menu can 
be chosen for the day 
for as long as quanti- 
ties are adjusted to 
cover both lunch and 
dinner Also, the 
number of viands can 
be lessened if neces- 
sary to accommodate 
budget and time con- 
straints. So allow 
your kids to have fun 
in the kitchen in the 
next few weeks. After 
all, mothers, too, de- 
serve a break ‘this 
summer. 


Chinese Paella 

% kg deboned 
chicken thighs and 
cut into 4 portions 

Marinade: 

2 tbsp soy sauce 

1 tbsp pounded 
garlic 

% tsp coarsely 
ground black pepper 

2 tbsp white sugar 

Lisp grated ginger 

oil for frying 

Y c com oil 

1 tbsp well-pound- 
ed garlic. 

ТИ c sliced red 
onions 

3 pes Chinese 
sausage, sliced diag- 
onally 

6 pos dried Shi- 
itake — mushrooms, 
soaked until soft, 
washed and cut into 
thin strips 

3c 
washed 
variety) 

Ye c plus 2 tbsp soy 
sauce 

1 tbsp plus 1 tsp 
sesame oil 

Ye tsp freshly 
ground black pepper 

4104 Vac water or 
chicken stock 

Topping: 

Spring ^ onions, 
chopped finely 

Cooked scrambled 
eggs, sliced into thin 
strips 

Fried peanuts with 
theskinon 

Marinade е 
chicken for at least 
30 minutes, Fry until 
golden but not neces- 
sarily done. бег 
aside, 

In a big wok, heat 
up И c com oil. Add 
the garlic and the 


raw rice, 
(Dinorado 


MONDAY 


Cereal with milkand. 
sliced bananas 
Toasted bread 

Butter and fruit jam 
Vienna sausage 

CoffeeHot chocolate. 


Chinese paclia 
Almond jelly with canned 
Mandarin oranges 


Fried fah sticka with 
bottled chil sauce 
Sautéed sayote strips with 
‘carrots and canned corn 
Rice 
(Chilled melon with 
macapunoice cream 


TUESDAY 


Corned beef omelet 
Toasted bread 
Butter and fruit jam 
Coffee, hot chocolate, 
miik or rit juice 


Beef Kalitiran in classic 
brown sauce 
lashed potatoes 

Boiled sweet corn 
on the cob 
Chilled ripe mango 
alamode 


WEDNESDAY 


Hoteske with butter 
and maple syrup 
Pan-grled sweet am. 
Coffee, hot chocolate, 
tall or fruit uice. 


Chicken and vegetable 
Spaghetti pie 


THURSDAY 


Oatmeal with cinnamon 
andraisins 
Croissant. 

Butter and fruit jam 
Coffee or fruit juice 


Chicken aren caido 
Fried olor steps with 
prog suce 
Fresh watermelon shake 
ies 


Fishand vegetable 
Tempura 
Beef Sukiyaki 
Rice 


Durlanice cream 


FRIDAY 


‘Cereal with ile 
Toasted bread 
Butter and fri jam. 
Coffee or hot chocolate 
Papaya with calamansi 


Tossed green salad with 
creamy garlic dressing 
Roast beef 
Rice 


Sticky rice with mango 


CJ 


Сите shanghai 
23 


‘Steamed chicken with 


Singer sauce 


Rice 
Canned ychee with 
crushedice 


SATURDAY 


Garlicrice 
Adobo lakes. 


Fried ogg sunny sideup р 
Coffee, hot chocolate Pandaniced tea. 
‘or milk 
Fresh im 


Pasta in white sauce with 
chicken and mushrooms 
Garlic bread 


a 


Sweet and sour pori 
meee 


cR 
with coffee jely 


SUNDAY 


Hoteake with orange 
honey and butter 
‘Crispy honeycured bacon 
‘Coffee, milk or hot 
chocolate 
Fresh fruit cocktail 


Dulong in gabi leaves 
Porke barbecue 
Rice 
Pandan gelatin 


e 


Lapa Lapu filet with 
sweet corn sauce 
Beef steak Chinese-style 
Rice 
Fruit satad with 
buko strips 


onions, and sauté un- 
til the onions are wilt- 
ed. Then add the 
sliced Chinese 
sausage and the 
mushrooms. Mix well 
Sauté for a few min- 
utes until the fat from 
the chorizo oozes out. 
Add the fried chicken. 
Pour in the rice and 
mix well. Pour in the 
soy sauce, the sesame 
ой and the pepper 
Then, pour in 1 c of 
chicken stock. Keep 
on stirring until the 
Tice has absorbed the 
liquid. Рош in 3 c 
more of the stock and 
allow to boil. Transfer 
to a rice cooker and 
cook until done. Add 
more water if neces- 


sary. 

‘Transfer the rice to 
serving platter. Gar- 
nish with chopped 
spring onions, scram- 
bled eggs and fried 
peanuts. 


Chicken and 
Vegetable 
Spaghetti Pie 

1 tbsp softened 
butter to grease pie 
plate 

Crust: 

200 g raw spaghet- 
ti noodles cooked ac- 
cording to package 
directions and 
drained 

2 tbsp melted but- 
ter 

2 whole eggs, 
graded extra large 

% c grated ched- 
dar cheese 

Filling: 

2tbsp olive oil 

1 c broccoli flow- 
ers 

1 c carrots, peeled 
and sliced into thin 
strips 

1 e red or green 
bell pepper, halved, 
seeded and sliced in- 
to thin strips. 

У sliced canned 
button mushrooms 


Yacsliced onions 

237 g can tomato 
sauce 

V c grated Quick- 
melt cheese 

Lisp fine salt 

% isp coarsely 
ground black pepper 

1 % tsp bottled 
Italian seasoning 

2 c boiled and 
cubed chicken 

Topping: 

1 c grated Quick- 
melt cheese 

1 tbsp chopped 
parsley 

Preheat the oven 
0350°Е 

Grease the bottom 
and sides of a pie 
plate with softened 
butter. Set aside. 

Cook the spaghet- 
ti noodles according 
to package direc- 
tions. Drain well and 
rinse in running wa- 
ter to stop the cook- 
ing. Set aside. In a 
mixing bowl com- 
bine the remaining 
ingredients for the 
crust. Beat with a 
wire whip to blend. 
Add the noodles and 
mix well. Transfer 
the mixture to the 
prepared pie plate. 
Using the back of a 
spoon, push the noo- 
dies around to line 
the bottom and the 
sides of the pie plate. 
Setaside. 

То prepare the fill- 
ing, heat the oil ina 
frying pan, Add the 
broccoli, the carrots, 
thebell pepper strips, 
the sliced mush- 
rooms and the 
onions. Sauté until 
the onions become 
wiked. Pour in the 
spaghetti sauce, the 
cheese, the salt, the 
pepper and the Ital- 
lan seasoning. Allow 
to boil, then turn off 
the heat. Stir in the 
cubed chicken and 
mix gently to blend. 

Pour this mixture 
in the pie plate lined 


ALUSTRATONS SEPA BRAVO 


with noodles, keep- 
ing most of the sauce 
in the center of the 
plate. Only about a 
Veinch wide of noo- 
dies from the edge 
must remain visible. 
Top with grated 
cheese and bake for 
20 to 25 minutes or 
until the cheese be- 
gin to brown. Top 
with chopped parsley 
to garnish. 


Sticky Rice 
with Mangoes 

% kg sticky rice 
(malagkit na bilog) 

Yacwhitesugar 

water to cook rice 

Sauce: 

158g can cream 

34 tbsp con 
densed milk 

Garnishing: 

4 ripe mangoes, 
sliced 

Muscovado sugar 

Toasted sesame 
seeds 

Toasted dessicated 
coconut 

Wash the rice until 
the water runs clear, 
Measure the rice and 
transfer to а rice 
cooker. Pour in an 
equal amount of wa- 
ter Stir in sugar 
Cook until done. 

Form the rice into 
small mounds using 
a rice former or a 
damp teacup. Ar- 
range them ina large 
serving platter. Gar- 
nish with mangoes 
on the side. Top the 
rice with the sauce. 
Garnish with a gen- 
erous sprinkling of 
muscovado sugar, 
toasted sesame 
seedsand toasted co- 
conut. Chill. 


Dorothy MJ Ferre- 
ria offers cooking 
classes at Dorothy's 
Cooking School at 48 
Third Street, New 
Manila, Quezon City. 
Call 721-7735. 


THIS LENTEN Season is a good time 
to rediscover the joy of eating fish. 
Tes not only healthier; it's also good 
for the soul. Cabalen, the premiere 
buffet restaurant, has a Tuna Festi- 
val for this season. 

Prime dishes are Quilain Tuna 
with Cucumber and Radish, 
Tinolang Tuna with lemongrass, 
Bistig Tuna Belly, Kare-kareng Tuna, 
‘Tuna Belly in Sweet Sauce, Grilled 
Panga ng Tuna, Sisig Tuna, and 
Crispy Tuna Tail. 

Cabalen Restaurant's 10 branch- 
es at West Avenue, Quezon City; 
Katipunan Avenue, Quezon City; 
SM Megamall Mandaluyong; SM 
City Manila; SM City North Edsa, 
Quezon Gity; Glorietta 3, Ayala 
Center; Robinsons Place Ermita 
Manila, Robinsons Starmills Pam- 
panga; Brick Road Sta. Lucia East 
Grand Mall, and the newly owned 
branch at Harrison Plaza Village 
‘Square Manila. Visit their website at 
www. cabalen.com.ph. Call 421- 
9220 or 913-5522 for catering. 


TINOLANG 
Tuna with 
lemongrass 


CALIFORNIA Pizza Kitchen invites all 
Kids aged 10 and below to join the annu- 
al CPK Easter activities on April 20. Visit 
СРК Glorietta 3 and Shangri-La Plaza. 
Mall for the Easter egg hunt, or CPK Ala- 
bang Town Center and Tomas Morato for 
Easter egg painting. 


EDSA Shangri-La's Easter 2+1 Special, 
‘ongoing until April 30, offers packages in- 
clusive of buffet breakfast for two on three 
days and a 15 percent discount on tickets 
to the Circus! Circus! Easter Sunday Fair 
at Isla Ballroom. Call 636-9083 to 87. 


MARIO'S Restaurant presents a selec- 
tion of dishes for the whole family this 
Easter. A face-painting booth will also be 


CHICKEN Teriyaki at Pacific Wharf. 
restaurant 


set up. Call Ortigas at 634- 
3418 and 20: ОС, 
3720360/4153887. 


CELEBRATE Easter with the 
‘whole family at Miro Ortigas 
center 11 am-2p.m.The 
‘Sunday buffet 

includes Seafood Gratin, 
Rolled Chicken Katsu, and 
Tanigue Meuniere. Miro is 
located at the 2/F of Millen- 
nium Place Bidg.. Meralco 
‘Avenue, Ortigas Center. Call 
687-0880/3439. 


DISCOVERY Suites offers 
an Easter celebration for the 
young and the old alike. 
‘There'll be an Easter Sunday Mass at 10 
ат. at the Discovery Center Atrium Lob- 
by, followed by a lunch buffet at Café 
Berrio at 12 nn. Call 635-2222 local 
3805/3805. 


‘THE FISHING Village Restaurant treats 
children to a magic show, Easter egg 
hunt, fun games and prizes galore. Buf- 
fetincludes gourmet's favorites such as 
roasted Peking duck, red crabs and 
stéamed scallops. Located at 247 Padre 
Faura St. corner Roxas Boulevard in Er- 
mita, Manila, Cali 536-1916/8838. 


E Je 


THE RICHMONDE Hotel offers a special treat 
with an Easter Sunday lunch buffet. Call 638-7777. 


ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT a la carte lunch 
menu at Makati Shengri-La's Inagiku 
features its most popular dishes on 
Black Saturday, April 19. On Easter Sun- 
day, Inagiku will feature an Easter Sun- 
day Lunch Buffet. Сай 840-0884 or 
8138888 locals 7588 or 7599. 


KIDS get free desserts from Super Bowl 
of China and Big Buddha. Super Bowl of 
China has branches at Megastrip, SM 
Megamall; Jupiter St. Bel-Air, Makati 
City; and Glorietta 4. Big Buddha Restau- 
rantis located at Greenbelt 3, Makati City. 
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ty of organically grown ingredients. 

“Моге and more restaurants are offering 
the vegetarian option and it’s (becoming as 
commonplace as) having salad on the menu," 
said Lin Yueh Chin, chef of Kong Tiak Vegetar- 
ian Restaurant, through interpreter Lani Go. 

Located at 27 Macopa St. corner Banawe 
St, Quezon Kong Tiak Vegetarian 
Restaurant (tels. 732-1917, 731-6843, 0917- 
6087362) weaves together a menu with an al- 
luring balance, ranging from entrées such as 
Chicken Curry, Barbecue and Fried Rice with 
(veggie) Ham to offerings like Bamboo Fun- 
gus Soup, Mushroom Mua and Taiwan Tofu. 

Established in 2001, the 144-seater Kong 
"Так is owned by Lee Mei Feng, a minister of 
the Great Tao temple at the sixth level of the 
same building where the restaurant is located. 

"Lee Mei Feng put up the vegetarian restau- 
rant for she believes that eating veggies, aside 
from being good for one’s health, can help re- 
deem a person's spirit and help one escape 
bad karma,” said Lin, who volunteered her 
services as chef of Kong Tiak “because I have —— É puer 
been blessed by the Great Tao." А PUMA Й ане е о 

According to Lin, some customers look for 
meatless options to make sure they nosh some py | + g" 
healthy food or to make up for past nutrition- = | | j 
al transgressions. Others see vegetarian dish- Р » 
es as increasing their choices of meals eaten KONG Tiak Vegetarian Restaurant 
away from home. Entrepreneurs have capital- 
ized on the trend by opening restaurants that 
cater to such a crowd without alienating car- 
nivores. 


Text by Rowena C. Burgos. 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


ONE are the days when a vegetarian 
Gis meant soggy vegetables and 

white rice offered almost as an af- 
terthought at the bottom of a menu. Nowa- 
days, all-vegetable dishes hold their own 
alongside meat-based entrées. 

Interest in meatless meals has been helped 
along by the growing acceptance of Asian cui- 
sine, with their boldly flavored dishes and 
strong vegetable base. The increasing de- 
mand for fresher, healthier food is also having 
‘an impact, as well as the increasing populari- 


All-veggie 
dishes 
must be as 
interesting 
and well- 
conceived 
as other 
entrées 


а | 
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TAIWAN ars Kong Tiak accepts orders for take-out and 
catering. Its specialties include Pineapple 
Veggie Meat, Sweet and Sour Gabi, Lo Han. 
Chai, Lotus Chicken Soup, Three Lucky 
Споре, Assorted Vegetarian Cold Cuts, Vege- 
tarian Fish, Barbecue, Vegetarian Eel, 8 Trea- 
sure Patpo Rice and Slice Veggie Cod Fish. 

"A vegetarian option must be as interesting 
and well-conceived as other entrées, You 
need to start with flavor first and know how 
to bring out the best in your ingredients," Lin 
seid. 


Mesi 

A Outlet for creativity 

While some chefs include one or two op- 
tions on the menu just to be able to provide 
diners with the meatless entrée they want, a 
growing number view the demand as an op- 
portunity to further display their creativity 
and make the most of natural ingredients. 

Lin uses high-quality ingredients like bam- 
boo fungus, veggie ham, veggie eel, Taiwan 
tofu, “meatballs, chicken” and veggie kidney 
imported from Taiwan. She is judicious, but 
never stingy, in using corn oil. 

With the ingredients, she tries to achieve 
contrasting bold and sublime flavors in Kong 
Tiak’s veggie specials, veggie meat, noodles, 
soups, snacks, side dishes and desserts. 


Kong Tiak is open for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, 7 a.m.-10 p.m. daily. It will be open 
even on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Black Saturday. 


sighs 


Email the author at rburgos@inquir- 
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ICE Cream with Pearls 


Theme dinners, tuna recipes and Pinoy treats 


BY the time you read this, some of you 
would be off to visit churches, would 
have said a prayer or two and recited 
the Stations of the Cross. The rest, 
however, have by now consumed а bot- 
tle too many, partied too much, feasted 
оп all things edible and, in a state of 
terrible hangover, are contemplating 
the fancy thought of making a Lenten 
sacrifice. 

Wherever you are at this particular 
time, whichever way it is that you've de- 
cided to spend this wonderful break 
from the maddening routine of life in the 
rat race, let's not forget to thank God for 
all he has blessed us with—the gifts of 
good food, good health and people we 
love to share these with. 


Best banana bread 

Banana! Banana! I never thought that. 
there are millions out there who crave 
for Banana Cake, Banana Bread, and are 
in search of the best recipe and the best. 
place to buy i 

After receiving 17 letters on this topic, 
1 felt the need to address it. I had pub- 
lished a recipe a few weeks ago. But for. 
those who'd rather buy than bake, one of 
the nicest and cheapest is the one made 
by Panaderong Kristiano. You can call or 
text Brother Cesar Talukod at 0917- 
7959565 for your orders. Their cheese 
roll and pan de coco are yummy, yummy, 
yummy too. 

I believe in your style and sugges- 
tions. Г am interested in themed din- 
ner parties and I would like to ask you 
for a specialty shop where I can get 
nice table linens and dinner sets that 
can be conversational pieces for my 
guest. I feel so happy when my guest 
appreciates these things. 

AILEEN LOPEZ 


Being in the business and having 
friends who own lifestyle stores, Гат ex- 
tremely lucky to get to view the new 
items before they hit the shelves. And un- 
lucky, because I go through clinical de- 
pression once they bill me! 

‘Themed parties are wonderful to exe- 
cute, Oh boy, how 1 love them! Lately, 
one of my “bestest” friends, Nelia Silve- 
rio Dee, got back from an Asian buying 
spree for her store called Simple Plea- 
sures in Greenbelt 3. I got myself a nice 


antique-looking dinner set that works 
real well with my Asian dinners. T also 
gota set of exquisite hand embroidered 
table linens, placemats, tray mats and 
napkins. The green hand-blown Mexi- 
can glasses are worth checking out as 
well. 

You can go and buy the rest of her 
things, lest beat you to it. Have pity on 
me, I still feel like buying more of what I 
no longer need! 

1 tried making pulburon here in the 
US because of the many pouches of 
non-fat milk given to me by my elderly 
friends. But to my surprise, it came out 
powdery and not firm even if refriger- 
ated for a long period of time. How do 
you make pulburon like the ones sold 
in Goldilocks? 

GITTE of Norwalk 


Kitchen Rescue has arrived indeed! A 
‘number of e-mail 1 got this week have 
been from the United States, Singapore, 
Europe and Austral 

‘Two things: one, I've never tried using 
non-fat milk and, two, pulburon should 
hold its shape even without refrigera- 
tion. 

So, Gitte, from me to you: my Lola's 
pulburon recipe. Lola used Nido or Klim; 
1 use Bear Brand. Just choose your fa- 
vorite powdered milk. Get back to me 
and let me know how it turned out! 
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Pulburon 

3 ccake flour 

2% c powdered milk 

1 Yaccaster sugar 

lcbuter melted 

Toast flour until light brown in color, 
stirring constantly. In a bowl, combine 
the toasted flour, powdered milk, sugar 
and melted butter. Mix well, Using a pul- 
buron mold, shape the mixture, pressing 
firmly before unmolding. Wrap individu- 
ally in Japanese paper. 

Tve been waiting for your kind of 
column and at last, after all these 
years, you came. You are heaven-sent 
especially to us who love to cook. I 
have been looking for recipes for car- 
bonara with tuna and other recipes 
that include tuna. Гт on a diet that's 
why I want to indulge on tuna. Car- 
Болага is also my mom's new favorite 
butwe don't know how to prepare it so 
ме just buy, but this Mother's Day I 
want to cook carbonara for her. 

MARIVIG 
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Yes, God answers prayers, so here's 
your tuna carbonara recipe. If you're 
counting calories though, carbonara 
should not be on top of your diet food 
chain, Just the same, hope Mom enjoys it 
and please, give her a tight hug for me! 


Spaghetti Carbonara 

1 c of smoked bacon or regular bacon 
chopped (in your case, Marivic, use tuna 
chunks in water, drained and flaked) 

2thsp minced garlic 

2 tbsp butter 

Yeewhipping cream. 

Зд с grated Parmesan cheese 

4 large egg yolks 

freshly cracked pepper and salt to 
taste 

12 ounces spaghetti cooked al dente 

additional grated Parmesan cheese 

Combine garlic, bacon ог tuna and 
butter in a skillet, Sauté until bacon has 
browned. Set aside. (If using tuna, sauté 
lightly in butter) 

‘Whisk cream, Và c grated cheese and 
egg yolks in medium bowl to blend; add 
bacon and bacon drippings or tuna and 
tuna drippings from the skillet 

‘Add cream mixture to pasta. Toss over 
low heat (do not boil) about a minute. 
Season to taste with salt and pepper 
Serve with additional cheese. 

Can you please provide me a 
recipe for sapin-sapin. The available 
ingredients in Australia are rice pow- 
der and glutinous rice. Of course we 
also have coconut cream in form of 
powder or in can. ГИ appreciate for 
your reply. 

DONNA 


May Lask why you would like to make 
sapin-sapin? The best solution I have for 
you is this—go and buy! Just kidding! 

Here's a sapin-sapin recipe that Гуе 
sourced but haven't tried. Do kitchen test 
it for me. If it doesn’t turn out well, then 
at least you'll have something that looks 
like sapin-sapin. I will continue to re- 
search on the topic and get back to you as 
soon as I have the answers. 


Sapin-Sapin 

З cgalupong (ground rice) 

1 у сзизаг 

1 % с coconut milk (combination of V» 
с kakang gata 1st extraction no water, 


and 1 cup 2nd extraction) 

Yacube, boiled and mashed well 

Ltsp vanilla 

Lisp butter 

1 pack of yellow coloring 

1 pack of violet coloring 

1 pack of red coloring 

Mix 1 c galapong with Ye c coconut 
milk, ube and A tsp of vanilla. I suggest 
using your hands for this. Make sure that 
its lump-free. Combine the rest of the 
galapong, coconut milk, sugar and vanil- 
la. Mix until well blended and lump free. 

Divide the mixture in to 3 parts. Color. 
опе part yellow, one part red and leave. 
the other uncolored (white). 

Bring your steamer to a boil, line an 8 
inch bilao, line with coconut leaves or 
wax paper, grease with butter, and pour 
the ube mixture first and steam for 15 
minute or until firm. Then pour the suc- 
ceeding layers steaming 15-20 minutes 
per layer. 

1 just discovered your column in PDI 
which I read daily through the Net. 
Tve been based in Singapore for three 
years now and it’s only through the 
Net that I get updated on what's hap- 
pening back home. Now let me go to 
my question—what is red wine dreg? 
There is a recipe that I want to try 
which has it as one of the ingredients. 
Someone told me that "dreg" means 
residue which means that red wine 
dreg is just the remnants of red wine 
you find at the bottom of the bottle. Do 
you agree? 

CHRIS FAUSTO 
Singapore. 


This is interesting! Could you please 
send me a copy of the recipe you want tc 
try out that has dregs as an ingredienti 
See, dregs by definition is any sedimen: 
that has settled at the bottom of any liq 
uid, not necessarily wine. Well, since the 
recipe requires red wine’ dregs, then | 
must agree that it is the remnants at the 
bottom ofa red wine bottle., 

Though I think Verjus is a grêat substi 
tute and a better ingredient to use. Verj 
is fresh juice of unripe wine grapes. It 
saves you from having to consume bot 
tles and bottles to make a cup of dregs, | 
Jook forward to receiving the recipe 
Keep safe and SARS-freel 

Happy Easter! Salut! 
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